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CHINESE SOUGHT TO ERECT STRUCTURES JUST ACROSS LAC: MEA

Govt rejects China claim to Galwan, says PM’s

no-intruder remark was on situation after clash
PMO acknowledges:
This time, Chinese
came in much larger
strength to LAC

SHUBHAJITROY &
KRISHN KAUSHIK
NEW DELHI, JUNE 20

WITH QUESTIONS being raised
about Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s remarks Friday that nei-
ther has anyone intruded into
Indian territory nor has anyone
captured any military post, the
government made it clear
Saturday that his remarks per-
tained to the situation in Galwan
Valley after the violent clashes on
the night of June 15.

This came on the day Delhi
rejected Beijing’s claim to the
Galwan Valley, underlining that
it was going against its own po-
sition in the past.

The Prime Minister’s Office,
inastatement, said the “focus of
the PM’s remarks” at the all-
party meeting Friday “were the
events of 15 June at Galwan that
led to the loss of lives of 20 Indian
military personnel” and that “at-
tempts are being made in some
quarters” to give it “a mischie-
vous interpretation”.

“The sacrifices of the soldiers
of the 16 Bihar Regiment foiled
the attempt of the Chinese side
to erect structures and also
cleared the attempted transgres-
sion at this point of the LAC on
that day,” the PMO said.

“As regards transgression of
LAC, it was clearly stated that the
violence in Galwan on 15 June
arose because Chinese side was
seeking to erect structures just
across the LACand refused to de-
sist from such actions.”
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READY, DETERMINED,
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HOPE FOR PEACE
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Hours later, Anurag

Srivastava, spokesperson for the
Ministry of External Affairs,
while responding to the claim
by Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Zhao Lijian that
“Galwan Valley is located on the
Chinese side of the Line of Actual
Control”, echoed the PMO state-
ment. He said “the Chinese side
departed from these under-
standings in respect of the LAC
in the Galwan Valley area and
sought to erect structures just
across the LAC” and that
Beijing’s claim to Galwan “are
not in accordance with China’s
own position in the past” - not
since the Sino-Indian war of
1962.
The PMO did, however, say
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

EXPRESS

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

R
hi

Army vehicles near Leh on Thursday, on way to Eastern Ladakh, which saw a clash with China recently. Wangailkaya

Opp asks why Army
said opposite, why
silence on Pangong

MANOJCG
NEW DELHI, JUNE 20

PRIME MINISTER Narendra
Modi's statement at the all-party
meeting that nobody had en-
tered Indian territory triggered
apolitical firestorm on Saturday
with the Opposition asking
whether he had “surrendered”
Indian territory to China.

The Congress asked the gov-
ernment to immediately clarify
its position on China’s claim to
the entire Galwan Valley in
Ladakh.

“PM has surrendered Indian
territory to Chinese aggression.

If the land was Chinese: why
were our soldiers killed? Where
were they killed,” senior
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
tweeted.

“China has now claimed the
entire Galwan Valley as theirs...
the Chinese are present in the
Galwan Valley. The Prime
Minister says there are no
Chinese troops in Indian terri-
tory. Keep the two statements
next to each other, the conclu-
sion is horrifying,” senior party
leader P Chidambaram said.

“Before we spell out those
horrible conclusions, I would ask
the government to answer

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

LAC remains on edge,
fear of fresh flare-ups,
calls to de-escalate

SUSHANT SINGH
NEW DELHI, JUNE 20

THEMOOD on the Line of Actual
Control has changed dramati-
cally ever since the death of 20
Indian soldiers in clashes with
Chinese troops in the Galwan
Valley on the night of June 15.So
tense is the situation that there
is a possibility it could deterio-
rate rapidly should there be an-
other faceoff any time soon.
The Galwan incident - the
first deaths on the Sino-Indian
borderin 45 years, and the most
serious breakdown of the 1993
understanding between the two

nuclear-armed neighbours who
also agreed not to use firearms
along their large and often unde-
fined border - has stalled the
process of disengagement by the
two sides in Ladakh.

More worryingly, the circum-
stances of the death of the 20 sol-
diers have increased chances of
an escalationinto a military con-
flict on the LAC since adherence
to old protocols and SOPs will
now be very hard to enforce.

“If de-escalation does not
take place fast, the chances of
more such clashes taking place
will increase. When you have
troops eyeball-to-eyeball, there

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

India’s hopes
up as 26/11

wanted Rana
re-held in US

DEEPTIMANTIWARY
NEW DELHI, JUNE 20

ONE OF the key accused in the
26/11 Mumbai attacks, Taha-
wwur Hussain Rana, is likely to
soon face extradition proceed-
ingsin the USbased on a request
from India.

Released recently after test-
ing positive for coronavirus,
Rana has been re-arrested by US
authorities based on a provi-
sional request from the National
Investigation Agency. This paves
the way for extradition proceed-
ings to begin against himina US
court, sources said. India’s re-
quest for his extradition has been
pending for years.

A Pakistan-born Canadian
citizen, Ranais serving a 14-year
sentence in the US for his in-
volvement in a terrorism plot

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

PM Modi launches Garib Kalyan Rojgar Abhiyaan Saturday. ANI

Make villages shine
now: PM at launch of
job scheme for poor

SANTOSH SINGH
PATNA, JUNE 20

ISSUING A call to “turn adversity
into opportunity”, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
Saturday launched the Garib
Kalyan Rojgar Abhiyaan, a skill-
based employment scheme
aimed primarily at migrant
workers who have returned to
their villages to escape the Covid
lockdown distress.

“This programme is dedi-

cated to workers. We under-
stand your sentiments and also
your needs. This programmeis a
big platform to achieve this. So
far, you had been making cities
shine with your efforts, now you
will boost your villages and lo-
calities,” Modi said.

With a 125-workday man-
date to create public infrastruc-
ture, with the involvement of 11
central departments, the
Rs 50,000-crore initiative will fo-
cusonjob creationin 116 districts

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

Constable’s death in riots:
Delhi Police chargesheet
mentions Yogendra Yadav

He says, ‘My speeches in public...
point out one that incited violence’

SOMYA LAKHANI
NEW DELHI, JUNE 20

SWARA] INDIA president
Yogendra Yadav, student leader
Kawalpreet Kaur and advocate D
S Bindra find mention in a
chargesheet filed by the Delhi
Police in the murder case of head
constable Rattan Lal (42) during
the riots in Northeast Delhi in
February.

While the three are not part
of the list of 17 accused, the
chargesheet states that the “links
of the organisers of the (Chand
Bagh) protest site with the likes
of D S Bindra (AIMIM),
Kawalpreet Kaur (AISA),
Devangana Kalita (Pinjra Tod),
Safoora, Yogendra Yadav, etc it-
self indicates a hidden agenda
behind the violence”.

According to police, the
Chand Bagh protest had been go-
ing on since mid-January.

As per the chargesheet, on
February 24, “serious communal
riots took place in Northeast
Delhi, in which more than 750
cases were registered, 53 per-
sons lost their lives, including
head constable Rattan Lal of the
Delhi Police”.

The chargesheet states: “Lal,
along with ACP (Gokalpuri) and
DCP (Shahdara) and some other
police officials, was present clos-
est to the protest site at Chand
Bagh. Apparently, during the at-
tack by mob, he could not jump
over the five-feet-tall divider on
the Wazirabad road, and col-
lapsed after being shot at and hit
by stones.”

The chargesheet mentions

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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Unlock, unlock, unlock,
PM Modi recently told
CMs. Beginning today,
The Indian Express drops
anchor in Bhagalpur to
track this unlockdown
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UP govt relaxes
rule to discharge
Covid-19 patients

Now, asymptomatic patients can go
home after 10 days without second test

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, JUNE 20

THE UTTAR Pradesh govern-
ment on Saturday further re-
laxed the rule for discharge of
asymptomatic coronavirus pa-
tients from institutional quaran-
tine. It said that they can be dis-
charged after spending 10 days
in hospitals followed by home
isolation for a week.

Until now, asymptomatic
Covid-19 patients were dis-
charged if their second test,

taken on the 12th day from the
date of the first test result, re-
turned negative, and they had
the oxygen level of more than 94
per cent and no symptoms or
fever in the last three days. If
these conditions were met, pa-
tients were asked to isolate
themselves at home for a week.
Before this rule, a Covid patient
had to obtain two consecutive
negative reports before being
discharged.
However, symptomatic pa-
tients still have to test negative
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

TRACKING INDIA'S COVID CURVE
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KEYSTATES TOTAL SURGEIN | 7-DAYAVG. | DOUBLING
TOWATCH CASES 24HRS GROWTH" | RATE™
mMaharashtra | 1,24,331 3,827 2.99% | 24.06
m Gujarat 26,198 538 216% | 33.36
m Delhi 53,116 3,137 5.37% 13.40
mTamil Nadu 54,449 2,115 4.25% 16.96
mBihar 7,290 250 2.59% | 27.82
m West Bengal 13,090 355 3.56% | 20.20
* Compounded Daily Growth Rate over last 7 days  ** Calculated over 7-day growth
CONCERN CAUTION A GLIMMER
DELHI: More HARYANA: The TRIPURA: One of
than 3,000 new numbers had been | the fastest growing
cases on Friday. Set | going down, but not too long ago,
to overtake Tamil more than 200 in | growth now below 3
Nadu case load last two days per cent

Based on daily data by Centre, ICMR, state governments

The Dharavi unlock:
How daily new cases
down to single digit

SANJANABHALERAO
MUMBAI, JUNE 20

DHARAV], the 2,400-square me-
ter slum sprawl, which had
emerged as a Covid-19 hot spot
in Mumbai by mid-April, and had
the Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC) deeply wor-
ried, has witnessed a steady de-
cline in the number of new cases
in June. On Saturday, addition to
cases was in single digit for the
first time since the area reported
its first case on April 1.

The drop in new cases in
Dharavi is characterised by a
steep fallin the doubling time of
18 days in the last week of April
to 78 days as of June 19. At 78
days, it has the longest doubling
time in Mumbai, where overall
the cases are now estimated to
double in 34 days.

On April 1, Dharavi reported
its first Covid-19 case and also
the first death due to the virus,
albeit in a multi-storey residen-
tial complex in Baliga Nagar with
good sanitisation facility and
scope for social distancing. But
alarm bells rang four days later,

Doubling rate in slum now
longest in Mumbai. Express

Makingofa
@ new model

EXPLAINED

From roping in private
and local medical practi-
tioners to classifying
every Covid-19 contact
as ‘high risk’ given the
density in the Dharavi
slums, the Brihan-
mumbai Municipal
Corporation took bold
and smart calls over the
last two months.

when the virus found its way to
one of the largest and most
CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

Meet private school pr1nc1pal in Telangana forced to sell idli on a cart

PAGE1
ANCHOR

SREENIVAS JANYALA,
SANTOSH SINGH &
ABHISHEKANGAD
HYDERABAD, PATNA, RANCHI,
JUNE 20

THE PRINCIPAL of a private
school in Khammam is running
afood cart, trying to sell idli, dosa
and vada. A Social Science
teacher in Ranchi is working on
his paddy field. And an English
teacher in Nalgonda has started

selling insurance policies.

The sweeping economic dis-
tress triggered by the Covid pan-
demic and lockdown has pushed
countless out of jobs, set off one of
the biggest reverse migrations in
recent times and pushed millions
of small businesses to the edge.

One of the hardest hit has
been private education. In cities
and small towns across the
country where private schools
were seen as a passport to aspi-
ration, teachers are on their
knees, with parents unable to
pay fees and managements left
without money to pay salaries.

In most cases, these teachers

are the sole breadwinners,
which has meant that the dis-
tress has affected entire families.
And several of them, heading
households in cities like Patna
and Ranchi, say they don’t have
the luxury of packing up and go-
ing back to their villages.

“If the students do not return
to school by July-August, things
will get worse for us,” says
Vidyasagar, a 28-year-old Science
teacher in Bihar’s Shekhpura
who is supporting his family
with loans and a credit card.

“Schools are telling teachers
that they cannot pay salaries as
students have not paid fees since

Maragani Rambabu, a private school principal, now runs a
food cart with his wife at Sathupalli in Khammam. Express

their parents have not got
salaries or are out of jobs,” says
Shabbir Ali, who heads a private
schools teachers’ association in
Telangana.

“What can we do?” asks
Sanjay Kumar, who owns Ankur
Public School in Danapur near
Patna. “We have started online
classes but over 70 per cent of
parents are still not able to pay
the fees. Many don’t have smart-
phones for their children to ac-
cess the online classes. We are all
trying not to sink together.”

The Sunday Express tracked
down several private school
teachers, from north to south —

and found all of them caught be-
tween the Covid distress and
their dream of providing a bet-
ter life for their families.

MARAGANIRAMBABU, 36
PRINCIPAL, KHAMMAM;
SALARY:Rs 22,000,
NOW:ZERO

He wasin charge of Millenium
English Medium School in
Telangana’s Khammanm till the
lockdown was announced and
the school management decided
thatthey don’t need a principaltill
the school reopens. With no other
source of income to support his
wife, two children and mother,

Rambabu started a food stall
when the lockdown was relaxed
on June 5. “It felt odd at first... I
bought a cart with Rs 2,000, and
started selling idli, vada and dosa,
along with my wife. At the end of
the day, we make a profit of
around Rs 200,” he says.

BADETIRAVI, 30
ENGLISH, NALGONDA;
SALARY:Rs 16,000,
NOW:ZERO

Ravi was a teacher at
Krishnaveni English Medium
School in Nakrekal near
Nalgonda in Telangana. “The

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2
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WHY LADAKH MATTERS TO INDIA, CHINA: HISTORY, GEOGRAPHY AND STRATEGY

What is it about this cold, dry, high-altitude territory with its extremely scarce vegetation that makes it a point
of disagreement between India and China? The importance of Ladakh to both Indiaand China is rooted in

VIDEO OF THE DAY

complicated historical processes.
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PROTECTIVE AIR
SHIELDS FOR FLIERS

therisk of Covid-19

Air shields can fit on air
ventsin flights, reducing

EXPRESS

Will virtual reality
help sports survive
post-pandemic?

In the latest episode of the Express Sports
podcast, we talk about how sports
broadcasters are trying to reinvent
themselves with the help of virtual reality.

POLL CODE BREACH
2 Bihar policemen in Punjab
to serve summons to Sidhu

Katihar: A police team is in Punjab to ensure that
summons issued by a court here against Congress
MLA Navjot Singh Sidhu in connection with a case
filed last year for violation of model code of conduct
is served on the cricketer-turned-politician, a sen-
ior official said on Saturday.

Katihar SP Vikas Kumar said the two-member
team has been camping outside the former Punjab
minister's residence in Amritsar for the past couple of
days, but neither Sidhu is present nor anybody else
has received the summons on his behalf.

Sidhu was booked for violating model code of
conduct in April last year and banned from campaign-
ing for 72 hours by the EC during the Lok Sabha polls
for controversial remarks he had made at a rally in
support of former Union minister Tariq Anwar, who
was the Congress candidate from Katihar. PTI

CLARIFICATIONS &
CORRECTIONS

19.06.20

RESPONDING TO a report in The Indian Express ti-
tled “For Class 10, NCERT lists topics for self-study,
no marking", a spokesperson for the NCERT sent the
following rejoinder Saturday: “The article is an at-
tempt to misguide students, teachers and parents in
this COVID-19 period... NCERT has not published
any guideline, or issued circular or shared with
public the content, which this article reports.
Therefore, this article is baseless and untrue. Given
the sensitivity of the issues related to syllabus and
textbooks which has bearing on more than 25 crore
students, NCERT attempts to go through a number
of steps including thorough discussion not only in-
ternally but also with outside experts. NCERT also
discusses with states’ educational agencies includ-
ing school education boards before finalizing any
document.”

The Indian Express replies: The report clearly
states that the NCERT has prepared a draft docu-
ment that is "still under discussion and could un-
dergo further changes."

The Indian Express has accessed the 13-page
draft that lists, subject-wise, topics and themes that
Class 10 students can cover through “self-study;, as-
signments or projects” this year. Its key points were
highlighted in the report. This draft was circulated
within the NCERT this week. The Indian Express
stands by its report.
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UP govt

on the 12th day for discharge.

Speaking at a media briefing on
Saturday, Principal Secretary
(Health) Amit Mohan Prasad said, “A
modification has been issued to
amend the discharge policy in the
state. Asymptomatic patients with
no symptoms can be discharged af-
ter 10 days and will have to stay in
home quarantine for seven days,
whereas symptomatic patients will
only be allowed to go home after
their Covid-19 report is negative.”

According to a government bul-
letin on Thursday, the state had
1,01,236 isolation beds, of which,
5,661 were occupied.

InUP,allasymptomatic Covid pa-
tients have to be hospitalised. The
Supreme Court had earlier this week
pulled up the UPgovernment for the
mandatory institutional quarantine
for patients with no symptoms.
“Don't put asymptomatic people in
quarantine, youwill have abig prob-
lem. Noidais doingitand the UP gov-
ernment is in a denial mode," the
court said. During a previous hear-
ing, the court observed that the rule
may create “chaos 15 days down the
line” and ran counter to the national
guidelines.

Meanwhile, Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath ordered that “doctors
posted onadministrative posts may
also be considered for clinical jobs”.

Presiding over a Team-11 meet-
ing at his residence, Adityanath in-
structed officials to ensure that sur-
veillance system is made more
effective and that the number of sur-
veillance committees should be in-
creased to 1 lakh.

“He asked Health, Medical
Education departments along with
district administrations to work in
this direction as it will be an impor-
tant effort to break the infection
chain,” said astatementissued by the
state government.

Apart from all hospitals in the
state, the government also said
Covid-19 helpdesks will be estab-
lished in offices.

Adityanath also congratulated
Prime Minister Narendra Modi for
the start of the Gareeb Kalyan Rozgar
Yojna.Under the scheme, 31 districts
inUPhave been shortlisted. Workers
will be assigned work depending on
theirinterests and capabilities under
the scheme.

26/11 wanted

againsta Danish newspaper and for
providing material support to the
Lashkar-e-Taiba. The 59-year-old
resident of Chicago was arrested in
2009 on charges of plotting the 26/11
terror attacks.

In 2013, Rana was sentenced to
14 years of imprisonment, followed
by five years of supervised release.

“He was recently released after
he reported that he had tested posi-
tive for Covid-19. Following this the
US authorities on June 10 executed
ourrequest for his provisional arrest.
This paves the way for his extradi-
tion proceedings to begin in a com-
petentcourtinthe US,” anNIA officer
said.

Since he cannot be tried for of-
fences he has already been convicted
forinthe US, Indiais seeking extradi-
tion of Rana on the ground that he
wasactively involved in planningan
attack on the New Delhi-based
National Defence College and
Chabad Houses in several cities.
Thereisalsoaforgery caseregistered
against himin India.

In case India and the US had
failed to begin the extradition pro-
ceedings,Ranawould have beende-
ported to Canada.

LAC on edge

is a lot of tension, anger, and any
small incident can flare up,” former
Army Chief General VP Malik told
The Sunday Express.

Atthetime of the clashes on June
15, the soldiers were armed — and
with ammunition, as per Army offi-
cers—butdid notopen fireinaccor-
dance with the established practice
onthe LAC.The decision tonotopen
fire has come under heavy criticism,
especially from military veterans,
and is unlikely to be repeated if an-
other clash takes place.

And the chances of another clash

the all-party meeting was in-
formed that “this time, Chinese
forces have come in much larger
strength to the LAC and that the
Indian response is commensurate”.

This is the first time that the
PMO has mentioned the large
Chinese presence. On June 2,
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh,
inaninterview to News18 TV, said
“the Chinese have come in size-
able numbers (achchi khaasi
sankhya). But whatever needs to
be done, India has also done”.

On Friday, Modi told the all-
party meeting that neither has
anyone intruded into Indian ter-
ritory nor has anyone captured
any military post.

The Prime Minister, the PMO
said, “was clear that India would
respond firmly to any attempts
to transgress the Line of Actual
Control (LAC). In fact, he specifi-

China’s claim today and not wait
until tomorrow... so that our po-
sition is made clear,” he said.
Saying that Modi’s remarks
had “left all of us confused” about
the thinking in the government,
senior Congress leader Anand
Sharma said itamounts to “denial
of the gravity” of the situation.
Other Opposition parties also
questioned Modi’s remarks. “The
nation stands with the govern-
ment against the incursions. But
was the incident in which our
soldiers were martyred an incur-
sion? If not, then why did the
MEA ask for status quo ante? Is
Galwan Valley Indian or not?”
said the Samajwadi Party’s

cally emphasized that in contrast
to the past neglect of such chal-
lenges, Indian forces now deci-
sively counter any violations of
LAC (unhe rokte hain, unhe tokte
hain)... The words of Prime
Minister ‘Those who tried to
transgress our land were taughta
befitting lesson by our brave sons
of soil’, succinctly summed up the
ethos and the values of our armed
forces... Whatis Indian territory is
clear from the map of India. This
Government is strongly and res-
olutely committed to that. Insofar
as there is some illegal occupa-
tion, the APM was briefed in great
detail how over the last 60 years,
more than43,000 sq kmhasbeen
yielded under circumstances
with which this country is well
aware. It was also made clear that
this Government will not allow
any unilateral change of the LAC,”

Akhilesh Yadav.

“Mr Modi should first make
up his mind and then speak, un-
less his attempt was to mislead all
the political parties and weaken
our position in diplomatic talks,”
said CPI(M)’s Sitaram Yechury.

CPI leader D Raja asked how
Modi could be so “ambivalent” on
suchasensitiveissue. “The leaders
were misled inaway. Whether to-
day’s clarification was correct or
yesterday’s statement was cor-
rect...nobody knows,” he said.

“In his presentation, the
Foreign Minister highlighted the
intrusion. How can he (PM) make
such an asatya bhashan (false
speech). He should not indulge in

Govt rejects China claim to Galwan

the PMO said.

“Atatime when our brave sol-
diers are defending our borders,
itisunfortunate thatan unneces-
sary controversy is being created
to lower their morale. However,
the predominant sentiment at the
All Party Meeting was of unequiv-
ocal support to the Government
and the armed forces at a time of
national crisis. We are confident
that the unity of the Indian peo-
ple will not be undermined by
motivated propaganda,” it said.

Later in the day, MEA
spokesperson Srivastava said:
“The position with regard to the
Galwan Valley area has been his-
torically clear. Attempts by the
Chinese side to now advance ex-
aggerated and untenable claims
with regard to (LAC) there are not
acceptable. They are notinaccor-
dance with China’s own position.”

Opposition parties ask why Army said opposite

jumlebaazi on border-related is-
sues,” said a leader who partici-
pated in the all-party meeting.
Rejecting the government's
clarification, the Congress called
ita“lame attempt to obfuscate the
truth”. “Why is the government
not coming forward and strongly
rebutting the Chinese claim over
Galwan Valley? If Chinese troops
are present there, does it not
amount to occupation of Indian
territory? Also, why is the govern-
ment silent on intrusions in the
Pangong Tso area,” spokesperson
Randeep Surjewala said.
Addressing a press conference,
Chidambaram said: “The PM’s
statement clearly runs counter to

On casualties in the Galwan
Valley incident, Srivastava said
“Chinese troops took violent ac-
tions on 15 June 2020 that directly
resulted in casualties” — the MEA
on June 16 had said “both sides
suffered from casualties”.

Meanwhile, the Prime
Minister, speaking at the launch
of Garib Kalyan Rojgar Yojana via
Saturday, said: “The country takes
pride in the sacrifice made by the
brave soldiers in Ladakh. Today
when I am talking to people to
Bihar, I can say with pride that it
was parakram (valour) of the sol-
diers of Bihar Regiment, and every
Bihari is proud of it.”

Modi said: “Let me assure
families of soldiers that the coun-
try has been with you, the country
has been with its Army, and is
committed to the bright future of
the families of soldiers.”

what the Army chief said, runs
counter to what the Defence
Minister said — that the Chinese,
in large numbers, have entered
India — and contradicts what the
Foreign Minister said, that we want
restoration of status quo ante.”

Asking if Modi had “given a
clean chit to China”, he said: “If no
Chinese troops crossed the LAC...
what was the ‘face-off’ on May 5-
6? Between May 5 and June 6,
what was the issue on which lo-
cal Indian commanders were
talking to their Chinese counter-
parts?..Where did the clashes
take place on June 15-16? Where
were 20 Indian soldiers killed and
85 injured?”

are high as troops remain deployed
in proximity at multiple locations
along the LAC. This risk is the high-
est at Pangong Tso, where latest
satelliteimagery shows new Chinese
outpostsand forward positions, that
sitexactly on theridgeline separating
the two forces.

In the current environment of
high tension and anger, the next
brawl is unlikely to remain limited
to fisticuffs, pushing and jostling, or
fighting with sticks and stones.

The rules of engagement have
never prohibited opening of fireif the
lives of soldiers are at stake, and that
message has gone home to all sol-
diersand commandersatavery high
cost this week.

The 1967 Nathu La conflict be-
tween India and China started with
pushing and jostling, before a
Chinese soldier opened fire and shot
dead the Indian Commanding
Officer. Soon, it escalated to use of
medium artillery.

In Nathu La, the faceoff was at a
single location and both sides had
limited weaponry at their disposal.
Now, the tensions are high across the
border and the availability of mod-
ern weaponry is likely to make any
escalation much worse than Nathu
La.

“Military-level talks at various
levels are unlikely to yield any per-
ceptibleresults. Anamicable resolu-
tion is now possible only through
diplomatic and political channels,”
former Army Chief General Bikram
Singh said. While commanders on
the ground can reinforce adherence
to existing protocols, that is unlikely
to provide an answer. The solution
lies in early disengagement by both
armies, which can only be achieved
atapolitical level.

WITHMANRAJGREWAL
SHARMA

PM on villages

in six states — UP, MP, Jharkhand,
Odisha, Rajasthan and Bihar -- that
saw the maximum number of mi-
grantworkers returning over the last
three months.

With 32 of Bihar's 38 districts on
the list, the scheme was launched
from Khagaria's Telihar panchayat
by the Prime Minister via video-con-
ferencing from Delhi,along with the

chief ministers of five of the states in-
volved and a representative of the
Odisha government.

Striking a personal note at the
launch, Modi said that he “got this
idea from a quarantine centre in
Unnao (UP)where migrantworkers
gave afacelift to the school with their
whitewashing skills”.

Praising the workers for “stand-
ing strong”, the Prime Minister said
that while the Central government
had been trying to give jobs to peo-
ple in their home states, it had also
been looking to boost rural economy
andinfrastructure. He flagged some
of his government’s key initiatives,
including Jan Dhan, enabling trans-
fer of relief. During the video-confer-
ence, Modi also interacted with
some workers who had returned to
Khagaria fromother statesand man-
aged to obtain jobs. Referring to one
of them, Smita Umari, who has
started bee-keeping, he said, "We
have to import honey and wax. You
have chosen the right business."

Earlier, Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar said: “After what peo-
ple fromBihar went through in other
states, most of them desire to work
here.” Kumaralso called on the PM to
provide “special relief for setting up
industries”.

Constable’s death

that Lal was “beaten with sticks,
rods... He was taken to GTB hospital
where he was declared brought
dead.” His post-mortem was con-
ducted on February 25, and, as per
the chargesheet, “it revealed that he
had died due togunshotinjury.Inall,
he had sustained 21 injuries on his
body”.

The Crime Branch of Delhi Police
filed the chargesheet before
Metropolitan Magistrate Rakesh
Kumar Rampurion June 8.

The 17 accused in Lal's murder
are between the ages of 18 and 50
years, and while most are residents
of Chand Bagh, some are from neigh-
bouring areas like Prem Nagar,
Mustafabad and Jagatpuri.

Inthe chargesheet, Yadav'sname
also appears in the statement of a
witness from the Chand Bagh
protest site: “..Protest started here.
People fromoutside were called and

advocate Bhanu Pratap, Bindra,
Yadav and many students of JNU,
Jamia and DU used to come, who
used to speak against the govern-
ment and NRC and would say that
Muslims should be anxious. This
continued fromJanuary to February
24, for 50days”.

Under the section that mentions
therole of one of theaccused and the
evidence against him, the
chargesheet states, “Heisacquainted
with Kawalpreet Kaur (AISA),
Devangana Kalita (Pinjra Tod),
Safoora, Yogendra Yadav, etc who
used to visit the protest site and de-
liver hate speeches and instigate the
public to be violent”.

Yadav told The Indian Express,
“Everything that I spoke is in the
publicdomain. Please point out one
instance where I have directly orin-
directly incited violence of any kind."

Kaur said that she "will go
through the chargesheet and then
comment”.

Advocate Bindra is also men-
tioned as “one of the conspirators”
in the chargesheet. “It has been re-
vealed that he put up acommunity
kitchen 'langar’ at Chand Bagh at first.
He was joined by some local resi-
dents whom we may term as local
organisers. Conspirators werein fre-
quent touchwith the local organisers
since the inception of the protest site
till the violence broke out on
February 24,” it states.

In the chargesheet, police claim
that the “riot at this site was the
handiwork of Bindra, Salman
Siddiqui, Salim Khan, Salim Munna,
Shahdab,and Atharand othersin ca-
hoots with local rioters”. Three wit-
nesses, in the chargesheet, claim that
“on the request of Bindra and oth-
ers”, arrangements such as “tent”
and “langar were prepared for the
protesters”. Bindra told The Indian
Express, “I have been organising lan-
gar for five years, and I received are-
quest for one at Chand Bagh...Idon't
remember the date. I only organise
langar, howamIresponsible for vio-
lence?” Delhi Police PRO MS
Randhawadeclined tocommenton
the chargesheet.

Dharavi ‘unlock’

dense slum clusters, Mukund Nagar.

Controlling the spread of infection
in an area, where 9-10 people stay
ina10x10sq ftroom, wasseenasal-
mostimpossible.

BMC swung into action: within
48 hours, it barricaded the entrance
and exit to the slum cluster, carried
out disinfection of 425 public toi-
lets, began door-to-door screening,
and provided food to people in the
first month of the lockdown.

Indue course, it brought in pri-
vate practitioners to create an en-
vironment of trust. Fever camps
were set up to isolate vulnerable
people, and shift high-risk contacts
to institutional quarantine. The
civicbody also took over some pri-
vate hospitals to expand facilities.

Now, a steady decline in cases
has prompted BMC to consider an
‘unlock’ plan for Dharavi. This may
include opening of small-scale in-
dustries, and pottery work with
minimum staff. The focus is now
down to just four hotspots.

The total number of Covid-19
cases in Dharavi now stands at
2,158.Its daily growthrateis 1.57%,
compared with the city’s 3%. After
no deaths between May 30 and
June 8, seven deaths since have
taken the total toll in Dharavi to 79.

In the initial weeks, with a gar-
gantuan task of screening the 8.5
lakh population, the BMC staff car-
ried out door-to-door screening. But
many were non-responsive. “People
lied about the number of themina
house, about medical conditions,”
said acommunity health volunteer.

So, the civic body roped in 350
private and local practitioners, pro-
vided them PPE kits, and asked
them to open clinics; nine BMC dis-
pensaries were also included along
with fever camps, bringing detec-
tion to the doorstep of people.

“The 350 local practitioners
worked as abridge. People followed
their instructions diligently,” said
Kiran Dighavkar, Assistant
Municipal Commissioner of admin-
istrative G-North ward, which in-
cludes Mahim, Dharavi and Dadar.

This approach yielded divi-
dends. Local authorities were able
toscreen 3.6 lakh people apart from
another 1.2 lakh senior citizens.

“Since patients were isolated
early, they could be monitored,

thus avoiding a rise in the mortal-
ity rate,” Dighavkar said. The BMC
has conducted around 7,000 tests
of high-risk contacts from Dharavi
till date, and an additional 2,000~
2,500 tests are being done.

BMC officials said the exodus of
migrant workers from Dharavi also
meant lesser number of cases.
Dighavkar said around 70% of
Dharavi’s population comprises
daily wage earners, of which, over
1 lakh are migrant workers.

Food cart to farm

school management told me there
is no need to come to school unless
called.Ihave not got my salary since
April. A friend, who is an insurance
agent, introduced me to a few com-
panies and [ am now selling insur-
ance policies,” he says, adding that
he earns about Rs 5,000, which is
“not enough” to support a family of
SiX.

LAGANLAALMAHATO,40
SOCIAL SCIENCE, RANCHI
SALARY:RS 5,000.NOW:ZERO

He taught students up to Class 8
at Saraswati Sishu Vidya Mandir at
Ranchi in Jharkhand and used to
earn Rs 5,000 a month. Mahato
stopped receiving his salary in April,
and now works on his 1.5-acre
paddy field with his family of of six,
including his wife, their three chil-
dren — the eldest is a college-going
son — and his father. “Until last year,
Tused to hire labourers,” he says.

MUTUKLAAL,68
MATHEMATICS,RANCHI
SALARY:RS4,930.NOW:ZERO

He is one of the founding mem-
bers of Prastaavit Uccha Vidyalayain
Ranchi, withabout 500students.He
last received his salary of Rs4,930in
April, and is dependent on his son
who runs a mobile repair shop. "I
don't have money to buy evena cup
of tea,” he says. “Our school charges
only Rs 150-200 per student in tu-
ition fees. But the students can't pay
now,” says Laal, who stays with his
family of three in Sukruhuttuvillage.

ABHISHEK RANJAN, 31
IT,PATNA
SALARY:RS18,000.NOW:RS9,000
With anadditionalincome of Rs
5,000-7,000 from tuition, Ranjan
was “living happily” at a rented
home in Danapur with his wife and
their four-year-son. "But since April,
the school has been giving us only
half our salaries. I had to send my
wife and son to my parents in Gaya,
where my father is a smalltime
farmer growing grain and vegeta-
bles.Ihave saved onRs 3,000, which
was spenton milkevery month,and
Rs 2,500 on rations. | have stopped
eating non-vegetarian, and get rice
and wheat frommy village,” he says.
Ranjan is looking for home tuition
but has not got any response from
parents who are fearful of a Covid
spike.

VIDYASAGAR, 28
SCIENCE, SHEKHPURA
SALARY:RS25,000.NOW:ZERO
Vidyasagar supports a family of
seven, including aged parents and a
younger brother whois pursuingan
[Tl course. But withoutasalary since
April, he has notbeen able to pay his
brother’s fee. These days, he travels
22 km daily on his bike to reach his
workplace, Usha Public School in
Shekhpura, on petrol paid by credit
card, so that he can conduct online
classes. “We led a comfortable life
before the lockdown. And I had
takenaloanofaboutRs 1.25lakh for
other purposes. But now, [ have
taken another loan of Rs 30,000..no
salary means more loans,” he says.
How long will this distress last is
anybody's guess. Owners of some of
the schools say that they don't want
to put pressure on students because
their parents may have lost their
jobs. "We want to give them some
time but we don't have the reserves
to last for long. We are also worried
that many may drop out and join
government schools," says the man-
aging director of a school in Patna.
"No one talks about us when they
discuss a stimulus package, all we
candois towaitand hope."
FULLREPORTSON
www.indianexpress.com
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INTERNATIONALYOGA Day

SAHAJA YOGA - Today's Maha Yoga
50 Glorious years (1970-2020)

MEDITATION
as Inner Peace Day

hri Mataji travelled across various

countries to give self-realisation

to seekers (All castes, colours and

religion) of truth which gave them relief
from stress and INNER PEACE. Sahaja Yoga
Meditation is observed as Inner Peace Day
on March 21 by 32,00,000 students of 970
Schools in 51 countries. Improved memory
and concentration, self-confidence, team-
work, and self-discipline has been observed
in students who started doing Sahaja Yoga
Meditation.

Inner Peace began as Inner Peace Day, an
international celebration of 21*March (Birthday
of Her Holiness Shri Mataji Nirmala Devi) as
the World Day for Inner Peace. The idea is to
establish a day in schools dedicated to World
Peace, where students could experience inner
peace for themselves. Meditate to Regenerate
was set up to spread the message of peace in
some of the most troubled areas around the
world: refugee camps, occupied territories and
places devastated by war.

“ You cannot know the meaning of your life until
you are connected to the power that created you ,,

Yoga recognised
Globally

oday, Yoga is practiced in various
Tforms around the world and

continues to grow in popularity.
Recognizing its universal appeal,
on 11 December 2014, the United
Nations proclaimed 21 June as the
International Day of Yoga by resolution
69/131. The International Day of Yoga
aims to raise awareness worldwide of
the many benefits of practicing yoga.

The draft resolution establishing
the International Day of Yoga was
proposed by India and endorsed by
a record 175 member states. The
proposal was first introduced by
the Hon'ble Prime Minister of India,
Sh. Narendra Modi, in his address
during the opening of the 69" session
of the General Assembly, in which he
said: “Yoga is an invaluable gift from
our ancient tradition. Yoga embodies
unity of mind and body, thought
and action... a holistic approach
[that] is valuable to our health and

Sahaja Yoga Unites the World Lp B\ our well-being. Yoga is nczlt just abo:t
. = ‘3 b ] . . iti t . t
on International Yoga Day sense of oneness with yoursel, the
Sundav. 21st June 2020 HER HOLINESS SHRI MATAJI NIRMALA DEVI O s Wi '

Y, The Founder of Sahaja Yoga The resolution notes “the

Global Experts, Professionals, . . - . importance of individuals and
Social Activist’ coming LIVE with SEIf-reallsatlon by Kundallnl awakenlng populations making healthier
30+ sessions from more than On this International Yoga Day, we all the Sahaja Yogi children of the world gratefully bow down to You choices and following lifestyle

patterns that foster good health.”
In this regard, the World Health
Organization has also urged its
member states to help their citizens
reduce physical inactivity, which is
among the top ten leading causes
of death worldwide, and a key
risk factor for non-communicable
diseases, such as cardiovascular
diseases, cancer and diabetes.

Inthe words of Shri Mataji Nirmala
Devi, “What is Yoga? In simple words,
it is taking your attention to the
Spirit. What does the Kundalini do?
She raises your attention and takes it
to the Spirit. Only after knowing the
Spirit you can know God.”

20 countries in more than 10
languages performing from Sunrise
to sunrise, to share the unique
method of YOGA by Kundalini
Awakening and Self Relization
through which one can achieve
a Beautiful state of Thoughtless
Awareness.

Sahaja Yoga

A Divine Gift to Humanity,
H.H Shri Mataji Nirmala Devi.
Please follow the Link to listen,
these Global Speakers on

again and again, that You discovered Sahaja Yoga and worked untiringly for the emancipation of the mankind.
Millions of Sahaja Yogis across the globe are enjoying the blessings showered by Thee.

https://www.SahajaYoga.org.in/YogaDay

Also Visit for more details
on Sahaja Yoga :

Birth Place Chindwara (M.P) Nirmal Dham Delhi (Samadhi)

0 21st March 1923 23rd February 2011
www.sahajayoga.org y
. Her Holiness Shri Mataji Nirmala Devi incarnated on 21**March, 1923 at 12.00 noon, at Chindwara
WWW.nlrmaIdham.Org (M.P). Her father Shri P. K. Salve was a man of great character. Nationalist to the core, he became a

prominent figure in the India’s freedom movement. On 7" April 1947, She married Shri C.P. Srivastava,
IAS, who later became Secretary to Shri Lal Bahadur Shastri. Later Shri C.P.S. became secretary,
International maritime orgination for 16 years. After fulfilling her family duties, Shri Mataji launched
Sahaja Yoga — the system of en masse Self-Realisation and through Kundalini awakening, on 5% May
1970. With Sahaja Yoga Meditation, millions of seekers today are leading peaceful and stress free lives.

www.sahajayogamumbai.org
www.sahajayoga.org.in
www.freemeditation.com

Why Sahaja Yoga Meditation? (for good health & well being

Sahaja Yoga is a simple and effective form of

Proclamation in memory of
Shri Mataji Nirmala Devi

he Mayor of the District
of Columbia, Vincent C.

of seekers to start. Today Sahaja Yoga has spread more

than 140 countries and seekers practising this meditation

have experienced transformation in their lifestyle and are

easily able to manage stressful situations. Sahaja Yoga/

realisation (SR), a seeker gets it in just a minute or few.  Self-realization is always free of charge, in line with the

There is no physical exercise or mental exercise involved, principle laid down by Shri Mataji.

but the state of thoughtless awareness is achieved. ¢ Sahaja Yoga meditation is very easy and can be done
Sahaja Yoga meditation grants a seeker ‘YOGA’ or union along with professional and family life

with the all-pervading power, by awakening the Sacred ¢ People from all walks of life can derive benefits,

Energy (Kundalini) lying dormant in three and half coils, in irrespective of their religion, caste or creed

the sacrum bone of every human being. The awakening of e Health improves. Rrelief from mental illness due to

the Kundalini is felt by the seeker as a cool breeze either stress and other health and psycho-somatic problems.

on top of his head or on the palm of the hand. Once And natural cure from addictions.

meditation that helps to reduce stress and enhance
physical, emotional, mental and spiritual well-being.

known as Sahaja Yoga, with the Itis an effortless meditation. With pure desire to have self-

message and practise spreading
Gray, in recognition of Shri to over 100 countries. Since,
Mataji’s  achievements, has 1998, the National Institute
proclaimed March 21, 2012 as of Health has been hosting
‘SHRI MATAJI NIRMALA DEVI weekly Sahaja Yoga Meditation
DAY’, in Washington, D.C. He also  programmes for patients and
called upon residents to join in  staff.
observing this day, enhancing Shri Mataji has  been
one’s inner awareness and nominated twice for the Nobel

world peace. On this occasion,
there was a special segment
dedicated to Shri Mataji during
the celebration on March 21.
Shri Mataji Nirmala Devi was
born on March 21, 1923 to Prasad
and Cornelia Salve in India. In
1970, she founded a unique
method of achieving inner peace,
balance and personal growth
called Sahaja Meditation, also

peace prize for her universal
vision of a unified humanity and
her extraordinary global work.

She has also created number
of NGO and authored a book
called ‘Meta Modern Era’, which
offers deep insights and solutions
for the crisis of modern times,
and has merited and love and
respect of countless friends and
family.

the Kundalini starts flowing freely through the subtle
instrument of the seeker he/she enters into a meditative
state and becomes conscious of the profound and
peaceful silence known as “Thoughtless Awareness”.
After regular meditation, a seeker can give
self-realization to others. !
The Founder of Sahaja Yoga, Shri Mataji ‘
Nirmala Devi, brought forth the divine
knowledge of how to give en-masse -
self-realization on May 5, 1970. Shri " il
Mataji gave self-realisation to a small group

e No need for any sort of rituals, penance, fasts,
asceticism or physical deprivations
e For students — progress in studies due to
improvement in memory & concentration
e Latent artistic talents get developed

I e Peace, contentment and joy are the
’ hallmarks of Sahaja Yoga
- o Entirely scientific technique with
S no promotion of blind faith
e o Self-realization through Sahaja
Yoga is entirely free [

This is brought to you by M B Ratnannavar and Team of Sahaja Yogis Email: mbratan@gmail.com
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BABRI DEMOLITION CASE

CBI court set to record statements of
Advani, 8 others via video-conference

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, JUNE 20

ASPECIAL CBI court in Lucknow,
hearing the Babri Masjid demo-
lition case, has decided to
record statements of nine ac-
cused, including former deputy
prime minister Lal Krishna
Advani, under Section 313 of
the Code of Criminal
Procedure Code (CrPC)
through video conference be-
tween June 22 and July 2.

The court has fixed dates to
get their statements recorded
from their residence and issued
direction to the director of
National Informatics Center
(NIC), Lucknow, to make neces-
sary arrangements for the same.

The court will record state-

LK Advani
will record
statement on
June 30

ment of R N Srivastava on June
22, Mahant Nritya Gopal Das on
June 23, Jai Bhagwan Goyal on
June 24, Amar Nath Goyal on
June 25 and Sudhir Kakkar on
June 26, Acharya Dharmendra
Deo on June 29, Lal Krishna
Advani on June 30, Murli
Manohar Joshi on July 1 and
Kalyan Singh on July 2, said
prosecution.

Advani, Jai Bhagwan, Amar
Nath and Joshi are residents of
Delhi while RN Srivastava, Das

and Kalyan Singh are living in
Uttar Pradesh, and Deo in
Rajasthan and Kakkar in Punjab,
said prosecution.

Singh, Das, Jai Bhagwan and
Amar Nath are said to be unwell.

Under Section 313, a judge
questions the accused on the ba-
sis of evidence put before the
court during trial, and the ac-
cused is given an opportunity
to explain the circumstances
and the allegations levelled
against him.

The statement of accused
Ram Chandra Khatri, who is
lodged in a Sonipat jail in
Haryana in a criminal case,
could not be recorded through
video conference because
glitches in internet connectivity.
The court fixed July 3 as the next
date for recording statement.

Murder accused who fled
temporary jail arrested

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, JUNE 20

THE JAUNPUR police Saturday
arrested a 22-year-old murder
accused who had escaped from
a temporary jail where he was
lodged with other inmates.

The accused, Raju Chauhan,
escaped along with anotherin-
mate Monu Kumar Gautam af-
ter cutting the grills of a win-
dow of a temporary jail on
Friday. Monuiis yet to be traced,
police said.

On Saturday, police arrested
Raju Chauhan from the area
near his residence at Kateria vil-
lage under Badlapur police sta-
tion area. A search was on for
Monu Kumar Gautam, who was
booked in a fraud case, police
said.

The temporary jail, which is
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Notice No: 2271/M-10

King George's Medical University U.P.
Chowk, Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh, India-226003
Date: 20.06.2020

Short Term Tender Notice

Sealed tenders are hereby invited for execution of urgent misc. repair of
civil works in different departments of KGMU for prevention of Covid-19
area and other area from the registered Contractors of the KGMU. Tenders
can be purchase upto dt. 30.06.2020 at 12.00pm and shall be opened
same day at 3.30pm. The detail of tender notice and terms and conditions
can be viewed at website www.kgmcindia.edu and other informations
can be obtained from the office o% Executive Engineer (Civil) during all
Executive Engineer (Civil)

days.

news portal ScrolLin.

KARNATAKA STATE ROAD TRANSPORT CORPORATION
Civil Engineering Division, Tumkur - 572101.

No.KST:EE:TMK:JE:79:2020-21
E-PROCUREMENT SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION 02/2020-21

Tenders are invited in E-Procurement mode from registered KPWD/CPWD/MES Contractors for the following work.
Interested Contractors can register their names in the e-procurement cell and participate in the tenders. Tender
Notification and further details for the work can be downloaded from 20.06.2020 free of cost from the e -procuremnt
web site www.eproc.karnataka.gov.in.

DATE:19.06.2020

Sl. Name of the work Amount put to EMD Last date for submission
No. tender (in Lakhs) of tenders
1. | Redevelopment of KSRTC Bus Stand in 93.41

Davanagere City Under Smart City Mission 9341.00 Lakhs 07.07.2020

DIPR/DDU/367/2020-21

More details can be obtained from the office of Executive Engineer, KSRTC, CE Division, Gubbi Kalakshetra Road,
KSRTC Bus Station, Tumkuru during working hours on all working days.

Sd/- Executive Engineer
KSRTC, CE Division, Tumkuru.

running from a school building-
houses 236 prisoners, said ajail
official. As a precautionary
measure amid the coronavirus
pandemic, after completing 14
days' quarantine period in tem-
porary jail, all prisoners are
transferred to the district jail.

Superintendent, Jaunpur
jail, Raj Kumar said, during
headcount on Friday morning it
was found that two inmates
were missing.

A search was carried out in-
side the temporary jail but they
could not be traced.

During preliminary inquiry
it was found the two inmates
escaped from prison after cut-
ting grills of a window of the
temporary jail, he added.

Senior officials, including
District Magistrate and the
Superintendent of Police, were
informed about the matter.

FIR against journalist: Act of
intimidation,

says media body

New Delhi: A media body on Saturday described as “an
act of intimidation” the filing of an FIR in Uttar Pradesh
against a journalist over a report on the impact of the lock-
down on a village, saying it was part of an "established
pattern” of harassment of independent scribes.
Inastatement, the Media Foundation put on record its
strong protest over the FIR filed by the Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment against Supriya Sharma, executive editor of

The case was filed against Sharma for allegedly mis-
representing facts in a report on the impact of the lock-
down in a village adopted by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, police sources had said on Thursday. PTI
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GUDC

Gujarat Urban Development Company Limited
(Govt. of Gujarat Undertaking)
CIN : U75140GJ1999SGC036051
“Karmyogi Bhavan”, Block No.1, B1 wing, Ground Floor,
Sector No.10/A, Gandhinagar-382010. Telefax:- 079-23246127 / 28
Email: contact@gudcltd.com Website:www.gudcltd.com.

E-tendering Notice Ref.No.GUDC/
e-TENDERING/SJMMSVY/84.107,115 and SOLAR /lll/1to10

CANTONMENT BOARD, ALLAHABAD

2, Ashoka Read, New Cantt., Allahabad
Ph.: 08322422121, E=mail: oeoalla-stats{@mia.in

HNOTICE INVITIMNG E-TENDER (NIT)

Gujarat Urban Development Company Ltd. invites online tenders by e-
tendering for (1) Rajpipla SEW II: Rs. 36.39 crore, (2) Kadi SEW IV : Rs.
5.82 crore, (3) Mehsana Il (STP-balance works): Rs. 27.58 crore (without
O&M) and (4) Solar Phase Ill Projects at 10 nos. of WTP/STP location of
ULB of Guijarat: Rs. 6.41 crore, under SIMMSVY on EPC basis.

Tenders will be uploaded soon on the web site https://gudc.nprocure.com.
All subsequent information, notification, changes and amendments would
be posted only on the aforesaid website.
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OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

MEDICAL EDUCATION & TRAINING,

6" FLOOR, JAWAHAR BHAWAN, LUCKNOW.
No.: ME-3/2020/993 Lucknow: Dated :- 18 June, 2020
The Time Schedule of Second Round of
Online Counseling of UP NEET PG - 2020
The Time Schedule for the Admission through Online counseling in the State of
Uttar Pradesh for Government/ Private Medical / Dental Colleges / Institutions /
Universities for Postgraduate (MD/MS/Diploma/MDS Courses) s as follows:-
Date of Online Registration 22" June 2020 (From 2:00 PM) To
26" June 2020
22" June 2020 (From 2:00 PM) To
30" June 2020
2 July 2020
06" July 2020 (From 4:00 PM) to
09" July 2020 Upto 11:00 AM
10", 11" July 2020
13" July 2020 to 17" July 2020

Online Security Fee Payment

Expected date of Declaration of Merit List
Date of Online Choice Filling & Locking

Declaration of result of seat allotment

Date for Downloading Allotment letters &
Admission

« Registration & Security Money will be deposited through Debit Card / Credit
Card/NetBanking/ E-Challan.
» For further important and detailed information kindly visit the website

Abwsabad, Dled 15 Aane, 2020 Conkanment Board, Allssahisd regularly https:/upneet.gov.in & www.updgme.in.  pirector General
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E-mail: buxar@bankofbaroda.co.in|POSSESSION NOTICE (For Immovable propertylies
[As per Appendix IV read with rule 8 (1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002]

Whereas, the undersigned being the Authorized Officer of Bank of
Baroda under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets
and Enforcement of Security Interest Act. 2002 and in exercise of powers
confered under Section 13 (12) read with rule 3 of the Security Interest
(Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued a Demand notice dated 04.01.2020,
calling upon the Borrower Mr. Amit Singh, S/o Ghanshyam Singh,
SH9/132, AG-1, Gangotri Nagar Colony, Sindhpur, Shivpur,
Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh-221003 to repay the amount mentioned in the
notice being Rs.71,82,817.00 (Rupees Seventy One Lacs Eighty Two
Thousand Eight Hundred Seventeen only) as on12.10.2019 together
with further interest thereon at the contractual rate plus costs, charges
and expenses till date of payment within 60 days from the receipt of the
said notice.

The Borrower(s)/ Guarantor(s)/ Mortgagor(s) having failed to repay the
amount, notice is hereby given to the Borrower and the public in general that
the undersigned has taken possession of the property/ies described herein
below in exercise of powers conferred on him/her under Sub-Section (4) of
Section 13 of the said Act with rule 8 of the Security Interest Enforcement
Rules, 2002 on this the 15" day of June of the year 2020

The Borrower(s)/ Guarantor(s)/ Mortgagor(s) in particular and the public in
general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the property/ies and any dealings
with the property/ies will be subject to the charge of Bank of Baroda for an
amount Rs.71,82,817.00 (Rupees Seventy One Lacs Eighty Two Thousand
Eight Hundred Seventeen only) and further interest thereon at the contractual
rate plus costs, charges and expenses till the date of payment

The Borrower's attention is invited to provision of sub-section (8) of section
13 of the Act, in respect of time available, to redeem the secured assets.

DESCRIPTION OF THE IMMOVABLE PROPERTY

Equitable Mortgage of Residential Land and building, situated at Arazi
Number-198, Area 3400 sq.Feet i.e. 315.99 sq.mt. situated at Vill- Shivpur,
Pragana-Shivpur, Tahsil & District- Varanasi, through registered sale deed
17.02.2007, registered with sub registerd-Varanasi on 20.02.2007 which is
registered at Book Number-1, Volume Number 2825 all pages 161-198
which is document no.883, Property is in the name of Smt. Gayatri Singh
(guarantor), W/o Mr. Ghanshyam Singh

Boundary: North: House of O P Rai, South: Colony Road 20 Ft. Wide,
East: Boundary of Sri Ram Seth, West: Colony road 20 Ft. Wide.

Place: Buxar Bank of Baroda

Date: 15.06.2020 Authorised Officen]

The Lucknow office of emergency helpline 112 being sanitised after six employees tested
positive for Covid-19. It will remain shut till Monday. The rest of the employees will work
from home and the Prayagraj centre will take calls till the office reopens. Vishal Srivastav

ACTIVE CASES AT 6,297

592 new cases, 22
more deaths in state

Superintendent of govt hospital in Gorakhpur tests positive

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, JUNE 19

UTTAR PRADESH'S coronavirus
cases on Saturday jumped by 592
to 17135 —adayafteritrecorded
its highest single day rise at 817.
Friday was the fourth consecutive
day when the state witnessed its
highest single day jump.

According todatareleased by
the state government on
Saturday evening, 22 more coro-
navirus patients died in the last
24 hours taking the total to 529.

Of the fresh cases, Hapur
recorded the highest at 65 fol-
lowed by Kanpur Nagar (59),
Gautam Buddh Nagar (41) and
Ghaziabad (40). On Friday,
Gautam Buddh Nagar had
recorded 151 fresh cases.

The superintendent in-charge
of government-run Baba Raghav
Das (BRD) Medical College in
Gorakpur was among the new
coronavirus patients. He had high
fever and difficulty breathing for
the past four days, Principal
Ganesh Kumar said. People who
came in contact with himare be-
ing tracked, Kumar said.
According to sources, samples of
more than 40 people, including
doctors and health workers, have
been taken for testing.

Of the 22 fresh deaths, Meerut
saw five, and Kanpur Nagar,
Ghaziabad, Varanasi and Hapur
two each.

The state has a total of 6,297
active cases. Gautam Buddh
Nagar had 690 active cases — the

STATE COUNT
TOTAL CASES 'I
17,135¢
INCREASE DEATHS
502 | 529

5,45,552SAMPLES
TESTED TILL JUNE 20

highest in the state. It was fol-
lowed by Kanpur Nagar with 386
and Lucknow with 329.

As many as 14,048 samples
were tested on Friday taking the
total to 5,45,552.

Focus shifts to districts
closer to Delhi

At a Team-11 meeting at his
residence here, Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath stressed on the
need to focus more on districts
under the National Capital
Region. Noida and Ghaziabad are
among the worst hit districts in
the state.

At a press briefing here on
Saturday, Principal Secretary
(Health) Amit Mohan Prasad said
officials have been directed toin-
crease random testing to “assess
the actual position of the Covid -
19 spread”. He directed officials
to set up Covid helpdesks in all
hospitals. He added that ASHA
workers have tracked over 17,000
people. Samples of 1,567 of them
have been sent for testing, he said.

"% MUMBAI RAILWAY VIKAS
78/ CORPORATION LTD.

REQUEST FOR EXPRESSION OF

INTEREST (REOI) (CONSULTING
SERVICES-FIRM SELECTION)

Country: INDIA  Name of Project: MUTP-IlI
Assignment Title: Selection of Consultant
for "TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE STUDY
UNDER 'MUTP-IIl PROJECT' FOR
REHABILITATION OF TUNNEL (2.73KM
LONG) at KM 90/8 TO 93/7 IN BETWEEN
PANVEL AND KARJAT".

Reference No. MRVC/TA/117 dated
19.06.2020

Mumbai Railway Vikas Corporation Ltd.
now invites eligible consulting firms
("Consultants") to indicate their interest in
providing the Services for above
mentioned assignment. Interested
Consultants should provide information
demonstrating that they have the required
qualifications and relevant experience to
perform the Services. The consulting
services include providing Technical
Assistance for REHABILITATION OF
TUNNEL (2.73KM LONG) at KM 90/8 TO
93/7 IN BETWEEN PANVEL AND
KARJAT. The estimated duration of
consultancy services is 06 Months.
Detailed REOI with Draft Terms of
Reference are available on MRVC web
site www.mrvc.indianrailways.gov.in. A
Consultant will be selected in accordance
with the QCBS method set out in PIR.
Further information can be obtained at the
address below during office hours
between 10:00 hrs. to 17:00 hrs. on
working days. The corrigendum if any, will
be hosted on MRVC's website. Expression
of interest must be delivered in a written
form to the address below (in person or by
email) by 15.00 hrs of 30/07/2020.
Address for correspondence:

Kanhaiya Jha, Chief Project Manager-l,
Mumbai Railway Vikas Corporation,
2nd Floor, Churchgate Station Building,
Churchgate, Mumbai- 400020, Tel: (022)-
22052012, email: cpom1@mrvc.gov.in,
dycpmi@mrvc.gov.in, Website:
www.mrvc.indianrailways.gov.in.

MANISHSAHU
LUCKNOW, JUNE20

AN 18-YEAR-OLD youth,whohad
tested positive for coronavirus, has
beenbooked after heand his fam-
ily members fled their home ata
village in Hardoi district.

The incident came to light
when a team of health workers
reached TerwaDahigawanvillage
on Friday to take the youthto hos-
pital for treatment.

The youth and his five family
members had come from Delhi
on June 16 and attended a mar-
riage functionin the village, police
said.

The district administration is
identifying people who came in
contact with the youth. As a pre-
caution, police have put40house-
holds under home quarantine.
Theyhave setup barricadesatthe
entry point of the village to pre-
ventoutsiders.

“Police are trying tolocate the
youthand his family," said Station
House Officer, Kasimpura police
station, Brijesh Singh

Prasad said that random test-
ing was being carried out in old
age homes, orphanages and juve-
nile homes on the directions of
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath.

Covid-19 cases have been
found in old-age homes in
Sultanpur, Kushinagar and Jalaun
districts and in orphanages and
juvenile homes in Meerut and
Kanpur.

‘87,000 migrant
workers sent back’

The Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment has so far sent over 87,000
labourers, including brick kiln
workers, to their native states in
56 trains, Additional chief secre-
tary (home) Awanish Awasthi
said.

"The state government has so
far sent 87,272 brick kiln workers
and labourers to their native
states by trains,” he said.

As many as 17 trains have
taken 30,403 workers to
Chhattisgarh, 26 trains have taken
44,560 workers to Bihar, four
trains have taken 6,756 labourers
to Odisha and three trains have
taken 5,553 workers to
Jharkhand, he said.

On Saturday, six trains de-
parted from Uttar Pradesh -- four
to Bihar and one each to
Chhattisgarh and Odisha, he said.

The special trains are being
operated primarily on the request
of states, which want to send mi-
grant workers stranded due tothe
COVID-19 lockdown to their na-
tiveplaces.  WITHPTIINPUTS

18-year-old Covid patient
flees before being taken
to hospital, booked: Police

Village pradhanPushpaDevi's
husband Rajesh Kumar told The
Indian Express that the youthand
his family live in Delhi. “They left
thevillage fewyears agoand their
ancestral house was locked. They
used toregularly visit the village,”
he said.

OnJune 15, the family reached
the village in a private vehicle to
take part in a marriage function.
They remained inside the house
and stepped outonly toattend the
function.Onacomplaint thattwo
of the youth’s family members
showed coronavirus symptoms,
ateam of the district administra-
tion took samples of all the six
people. The youth was found
coronavirus positive following
whichhealthworkersreached the
village to take him to hospital. A
fewhoursbefore the teamarrived,
the family escaped.

Theadministrationalerted po-
liceand gotan FIR lodged into the
matter.

The youth has been booked
under IPC sections 188,269 and
270 as well as the the Epidemic
Disease Act.

Lucknow
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Discussions on with
China for another round of
military, diplomacy talks

SUSHANT SINGH
NEW DELHI, JUNE 20

AFTER THE failure of dialogue at
the Major General level to break
the deadlock over the standoff at
the LAC in Ladakh, discussions
are underway between India
and China to have another round
of military and diplomatic talks
next week.

A government official told
The Indian Express that the mili-
tary talks will be held at the level
of Corps Commander in Ladakh,
where the Indian side will be led
by GOC 14 Corps Lt General
Harinder Singh while the diplo-
matic talks in Beijing will be led
by India’s ambassador to China,
Vikram Misri. Preliminary dis-
cussions to finalise the schedule
of talks are currently on between
the two sides, the official said.

“The talks at the Major
General level have failed to break
the impasse and make progress.
We thus need talks at a higher
level, at the Corps Commander
level, and both sides have been
talking over the hotline to fix the
dates for the talk,” the official
explained.

“The military talks can be ex-
pected tobe held in the next4-5
days, say next week,” the
official said.

Chinese foreign ministry’s

statement late Friday had also
said that “a second commander-
level meeting should happen as
soon as possible to deal with the
situation on the ground”.

The official also said that the
agenda of the meeting will be fi-
nalised in due course, but it is
likely to build on the decisions
agreed upon in the previous
meeting of the two Corps
Commanders. The last meeting
of the 14 Corps Commander
with his Chinese counterpart
was held on June 6, where cer-
tain decisions about disengage-
ment on the the LAC were taken.

These decisions were to be
implemented after meetings be-
tween the military commanders
on the ground. But the whole
process was derailed after the vi-
olent faceoff between the sol-
diers of both sides on June 15,
which left 20 Indian soldiers
dead, 76 injured and 10 in
Chinese custody.

The last meeting between
the military commanders took
place at the Major General level
on Thursday, where 10 Indian
soldiers, including four officers,
were released by the Chinese
side. The Indian delegation was
led by GOC 3 Infantry Division,
Major General Abhijit Bapat.

The Army has clarified that
no bridge has been made on the
Galwan river, on the track going

to PP 14, during the period of the
standoff. Army said that the
bridge is on the Shyok River, very
close to the Shyok-Galwan meet-
ing point, aligned in North to
South direction, and links Daulat
Beg Oldie to Shyok and Darbuk.

The clarification assumes sig-
nificance as the June 6 meeting
at the Corps Commander level
has decided to create a kind of
buffer zone between the junc-
tion of Shyok and Galwan rivers
on the west and the LAC on the
east. It was also mentioned in the
Chinese foreign ministry’s state-
ment Friday that “the Indian side
promised (in June 6 meeting)
that they would not cross the es-
tuary of the Galwan river to pa-
trol and build facilities”. The vi-
olent faceoff of June 15 also
happened while undertaking
gradual disengagement in this
‘buffer zone’ after talks between
local military commanders.

Meanwhile, the situation on
the ground continues to remain
tense with reports of massive
Chinese military buildup along
the Line of Actual Control (LAC)
opposite Indian positions in
Depsang, Galwan, Hot Springs,
Pangong Tso area, Koyul, Fukche
and Demchok. The Indian side
has also mobilised and deployed
a large number of troops in the
area to respond to any situation
on the border.

IAF chief R K S Bhadauria at the Air Force Academy in Hyderabad, Saturday. P11

Ready and determined
to deliver, says IAF chief

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
HYDERABAD, JUNE 20

REFERRING TO the situation on
the Line of Actual Control, Air Chief
Marshal RKS Bhadauria said on
Saturday that the Indian Air Force
is “well prepared and suitably de-
ployed to respond to any contin-
gency” and is “determined to de-
liver”.

Addressing a combined grad-
uation parade at the Air Force
Academy in Dundigal, he said:
“We are well prepared and suit-
ably deployed to respond to any
contingency. [ assure the nation
thatwe are determined to deliver
and will not let the sacrifices of our

‘TAF has geographical advantage,
decision on use depends on govt’

MANRAJGREWAL
SHARMA
CHANDIGARH, JUNE 20

FROM LANDING the mammoth
transport carrier Hercules on
Daulat Beig Oldie (DBO) airstrip
in 2013 to more recently deploy-
ing Apache helicopters to pro-
vide air support to troops in
Ladakh, and moving fighter jets
toairfields close to the LACin the
last few days, the Indian Air Force
has been consistently ramping
up its operations in Ladakh.

Air Vice Marshal
Manmohan Bahadur (retd),
Group Capt Ravinder S
Chhatwal (retd)

Even as Air Chief Marshal RK
S Bhadauria on Saturday said the

IAFis “well prepared and suitably
deployed” todeal with any even-
tuality arising out of the Galwan
standoff, analysts told The Sunday
Express that although IAF enjoys
ageographical advantage over air
power, any decision on its use will
have to be taken after careful con-
sideration by the government.

Also, occupation of the
Galwan heights could impact the
DBO airstrip, they said.

Air Vice Marshal KK Nowhar
(retd), of the Centre for Air Power
Studies, said utilisation of air
power in direct support of the

BSF: Pak drone carrying
weapons shot down at LoC

ARUN SHARMA
JAMMU, JUNE 20

THE BSFsaid that a Pakistani drone
carrying arms and ammunition
was shotdownon Saturday morn-
ingatRathuavillage in Kathua dis-
trict’s Hiranagar sector along the
Line of Control -- months after
Punjab Police claimed to have re-
covered weapons dropped by
Pakistani drones.

The incident comes amid re-
ports of militants facing shortage
of weapons and increased vigil
along the borders.

Pakistan’s attempt to use a
drone to airdrop weapons adds a
new dimension to the militancy
in Kashmir, said BSF Inspector
General for Jammu Frontiers, N S

The downed drone

Jamwal. He said a patrol party
from Pansar border outpost (BOP)
noticed a hexacopter drone flying
at a height of 150-200 ft from
Pakistan towards the Indian side
around 5.10 am. The drone fell
nearly 250 metres on this side of
the border after the BSF party fired
several rounds at t.

Fitted with four batteries, a ra-
dio signal receiver and two GPS
devices,itwas8x6.2 ftinsizeand
weighed 18 kg. The drone was car-
rying a payload of nearly 5 kg, in-
cluding a US-made M4 semi-au-
tomatic carbine, two magazines,
60 rounds and seven Chinese
grenades. The payload carried the
name of one Ali Bhai, Jamwal said,
adding that he, must be present
within 1-1.5 km range of the spot
toreceive the consignment.

At a high-level meet on
Thursday, J&KDGP Dilbagh Singh
had called for “extra attention”
along the UT’s border with
Pakistan, saying that the neigh-
bouring country will try to push
in more terrorists and give impe-
tus to violence in view of the bor-
der situation in Ladakh.

J&K admin plans to open 200 liquor
shops, religious leaders in Valley object

BASHAARAT MASOOD
SRINAGAR, JUNE 20

THE JAMMU and Kashmir ad-
ministration plans to open about
200 liquor shops in Jammu and
Kashmir, 67 of which will be in
the Valley. The move has drawn
opposition from religious lead-

ersin the Valley.

In a letter to J&K’s Financial
Commissioner, Excise
Commissioner Rajesh Kumar
Shavan sought approval to start
the process. The letter suggests
the opening of 183 liquor vends
in the Union territory — 116 in
Jammu and 67 in the Valley.

While liquor is sold freely in

Hours after casting his vote,

MILA tests positive for Covid-19

teered to get themselves tested on

Jammu province, there are very
few shops and bars in the Valley.

The new proposal to open
liquor stores across Kashmir has
met with objections in the Valley
as Islam prohibits the consump-
tion of liquor. “This is an attack
onour culture and we will oppose
it,” Grand Mufti Nasir ul Islam told
The Indian Express

Army along the LAC in these ar-
eas has never been contem-
plated. “But it is feasible. We will
definitely be asked if the chips
are down,” he said.

Any escalation, said Air Vice
Marshal Manmohan Bahadur
(retd), can either be horizontal,
wherein you can fan your forces
across the LAC from Galwan and
Pangong Tso to Sikkim, or verti-
cal. “Use of air power enhances
the force used and would consti-
tute vertical escalation. But if
one side uses it, so would the
other,” he said.

Army’s protective gear has Made in
China link, Niti member says relook

RITUSARIN
NEW DELHI, JUNE 20

ONJUNE 18, twodays after the vi-
olent faceoffin the Galwan Valley,
the Ministry of Defence con-
tacted manufacturers of pro-
tective gear and bullet-proof
jackets worn by Army person-
nelin forward areas, including
in Leh, for “urgent” reinforce-
ment of supplies — estimated
at 2 lakh units.

What has added a twist to
this is the fact that a majority
of the existing Original
Equipment Manufacturers
(OEMs) use Chinese raw mate-
rials. This includes the company
that got the 2017 contract —it'sin
the delivery stage — for supplying
1.86 lakh bullet-proof jackets to
the Army. Announcing the Rs 639-
crore contract to SMPP Pvt Ltd,

Watchdog warns of phishing attack

government agencies, departments and
trade associations who have been
tasked to oversee the disbursement of

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,JUNE 20

soldiers go in vain.”

Speaking to mediapersons
later, Bhadauria, who visited the
Lehair base earlier this week, said:
“The Army is in total control of the
situation at the Galwan Valley and
the Air Force is ready to support
the Army’s efforts by deploying
additional forces to meetany con-
tingency”.

He said the IAF has stepped up
deployment in Leh and Srinagar.
“We are aware of the full situation.
BeitatLAC, beitdeploymentsbe-
yond LAC. All the air deployments,
their postures, the kind of deploy-
ments... We have full analysis and
we have taken the necessary ac-
tion thatwe need to take tohandle
any contingency that may arise

with this kind of deployment. All
actions have been taken," he said.

“We know what their
(Chinese) fields are. We know
what their air fields are, where
they are deployed, what are the
operational bases,” he said.

Responding to a question, he
said India is not at war with China
but is prepared to face any situa-
tion. “You are aware of the talks
thatare happening at the military
level...but we are prepared forany
contingency,” he said.

He said that despite the
Chinese action after agreements
reached during military talks, ef-
forts are underway to ensure that
thesituationat the LACisresolved
peacefully. —WITHPTI

Prachanda: Talks on
basis of sovereign
equality welcome

YUBARAJ GHIMIRE
KATHMANDU, JUNE 20

NEPALIS willing to settle the cur-
rent dispute with India through
dialogue based on “sovereign
equality and mutual respect”,
Pushpa Kamal Dahal Prachanda,
co-chairman of the ruling Nepal
Communist Party (NCP), has said.

In a message delivered in a
video conference, jointly hosted
by the International Department
of the Communist Party of China
(CPC)and the schools division of
the NCP on Friday, Prachanda
said Nepal wants to resolve bilat-
eral issues with any friendly
country “based on sovereign
equality, mutual respect and un-
derstandings”.

Although he did not mention
India, his reference in the context
of the current dispute over terri-
tory, including Kalapani, was ob-
vious. “We believe that in a
civilised world, coercion, intimi-
dation and self will should not
have any role in resolving con-
flicts between and among na-
tions,” he said.

Prachanda said “China today
has capability and willingness to
take appropriate role in handling
global humanitarian crisis” and
also said Nepal will not endorse
the $500-million grant under the
Millennium Challenge
Corporation agreement (with the
US). “Any kind of support at-
tached with security alignment
that contradicts with our

NEPAL, AFGHAN HOPE
FOR SINO-INDIAN TALKS

New Delhi: In their first com-
mentson theongoing stand-off
between India and China in
Ladakh, two of India’s neigh-
bours —Nepal and Afghanistan
— on Saturday said they are
confident that New Delhi and
Beijing will resolve their mutual
differences “through peaceful
means” and “dialogue” for bi-
lateral, regional and world
peace and stability. The
Nepalese Foreign ministry said,
“Nepal maintains thatdisputes
between the countries should
be resolved through peaceful
means...Nepalisconfident that
both countries will resolve, in
the spirit of good neighbourli-
ness, their mutual differences
through peaceful means in
favour of bilateral, regionaland
world peace and stability.”
The Afghan Foreign
Ministry stated, “Afghanistanis
concerned aboutrecentborder
incident between the two
countries who are
Afghanistan’s partners for
peace,development..” ENS

Constitution cannot be ac-
cepted,” he said.

The video conference has
triggered a division within the
ruling party. Itis believed to have
taken place at the behest of the
CPC.

Ex-IAF chief: Prudent option is to
de-escalate situation diplomatically

DEEPTIMAN TIWARY
NEW DELHI, JUNE 20

INDIA HAS certain advantages
over China as far as air warfare
is concerned, former Indian Air
Force chief Fali Homi Major
said, adding that military ac-
tion to force the PLA to with-
draw from their positions in
the Galwan valley area should
be the last option.

Major was Air Chief
Marshal between April 2007
and May 2009 and earlier com-

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
had said, in in Parliament, that
there was “no embargo” on the
import of raw materials from
China for the manufacture of pro-
tective jackets for the Army.
With the changed circum-
stances, there are calls for a re-
think. Niti Aayog member and
former chief of the Defence
Research and Development
Organisation V K Saraswat has
urged a “re-look” at these im-
ports. Speaking to The Indian
Express, Saraswat said: “A year
ago, we discouraged import of
Chinese raw materials for crit-
icalitems such as bullet-resist-
ant jackets for their doubtful
quality. We had even called the
company which had the existing
Army contract and told them to
ensure testing of allimported raw
materials at their end. Now I feel
there should be a clear re-look at

INDIAN COMPUTER Emergency
Response Team (CERT-In), the govern-
ment’s cyber watchdog, has warned of
large-scale phishing attack across the
country, taking advantage of the Covid-
19 pandemic. In an advisory issued
Friday, CERT-In said that the “phishing
campaign is expected to impersonate

could be used in phishing.

Glenmark announces launch of

Favipiravir to treat Covid patients

the government fiscal aid”. It warned
people tobe aware of “malicious phish-
ing” emails, and messages “to provide
personal and financial information”. It
said there may be several emails, includ-
ing ncov2019@gov.in, that spoof—or
create fake email addresses thatimper-
sonate various authorities —which

manded the Air Force in Leh
(Ladakh) in the aftermath of
the Kargil war.

“As far as our Air Force
preparations are concerned in
that region, we are wonder-
fully placed. There is no doubt.
We have many advantages of
air fields, heights and altitude,
etc. [ am not talking of a war,
but in the local area if there is
some requirement, the Air
Force is very well prepared and
alert. It has always been so in
that area. At the moment, Air
Force’s operational prepared-

ness is top of the line,” Major
told The Indian Express on the
situationin Ladakhvisavis China.

The former air chief, however,
said that military action to force
the PLA to withdraw from their
positions in the Galwan area
should be the last option.

“IF everything else fails and
the government feels a small
military action could achieve
the desired aims, then proba-
bly (it is an option). Unless a
situation arises, one cannot say.
The PM has already made it
clear if there is a provocation

then the whole thing will take
a different turn. To exercise a
military option is the will of the
government. And they won’t
do it till such time they stop
making headway diplomati-
cally. The prudent option
would be to de-escalate the sit-
uation diplomatically and per-
haps raise the required levels
to do that. Only then would it
be clear as to what the next
course of action would be,”
Major said.
FULLREPORTSON
www.indianexpress.com

allsuchimports which are made
from China just because of the
pricedifferential. We should not
encourage import of Chinese
raw material for strategic sec-
tors like telecom and protec-
tive gear including bullet re-
sistant jackets worn by our
t r o o p s . "

On Saturday, the PHD
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry, earlier part of a com-
mittee formed by the
Department of Defence
Production on “indigenisation of
critical raw materials for manu-
facturing defence products,”
wrote to the Defence Secretary
on “renouncing the usages of
Chinese products”.

That letter specifically men-
tions imports of High
Performance Polyethylene
(HPPE) from China for manufac-
ture of bullet-resistant jackets.

GURU GOBIND SINGH
INDRAPRASTHA
UNIVERSITY
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Name of the posts :
1) Director 5 Nos,
2) Registrar
3) Finance Officer
4) Internal Audit Officer
(On Deputation)

VISVA-BHARATI SANTINIKETAN

Advertisement No. 1/2020 dated 20.06.2020

For details log on to www.visva-bharati.ac.in Last date of
Application 15th July, 2020 before 6.00 P.M.

Y U.P. Pandit Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Pashu Chikitsa Vigyan

Vishwavidhalaya Evam Go-Anusandhan Sansthan,
Mathura -281001 (U.P)
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website www.upvetuniv.edu.in.

RECRUITMENT ADVERTISEMENT - 2020
LAST DATE OF RECEIPT OF APPLICATION: 20-07-2020

Applications are invited from citizens of India on prescribed form for
the post of Dean, College of Veterinary Science & Animal Husbandry
in pay Scale mentioned below. For more details please visit university

Date: 20 June, 2020

Sr. No. Name of the Post No. of Post
1 Dean, College of Veterinary Science and 1 (UR)
Animal Husbandry (Pay Scale of
Rs. 37400-67000 +AGP Rs. 10,000)
(Tenured for 3 years)
REGISTRAR

GURU GOBIND SINGH
INDRAPRASTHA UNIVERSITY

(Established by the Govt. of NCT of Delhi)
Sector-16 C, Dwarka, New Delhi-110078

MILINDGHATWAI
BHOPAL, JUNE 20

HOURS AFTER he cast his vote in the
Madhya Pradesh Assembly premises
during the Rajya Sabha election, BJP
MLA Omprakash Saklecha tested
positive for Covid-19 Friday night.
The 62-year-old legislator from
Javad in Neemuch had also attended
the BJP legislature party meeting at
itsheadquarters on Thursday and in-
teracted with senior local and na-
tional leaders over the last three days.
While some BJP MLAs volun-

Saturday, the Assembly Secretariat,
after going through CCTV footage, in-
formed a few members who stood in
the voting queue near Saklecha to get
tested. Saklecha became the second
legislator from the state to contract
the disease after Congress MLA Kunal
Chaudhary, who cast his vote wear-
ing a PPE suit.

Saklecha had come to Bhopal on
June 16, three days before voting. He
told The Indian Express that he had
shifted to his farmhouse from his res-
idence in Javad town after a neigh-
bour tested positive three weeks ago.

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
PUNE,JUNE 20

GLENMARK Pharmaceuticals on
Saturday announced the launch of
antiviral drug Favipiravir (brand
name FabiFlu®) for the treatment
of mild to moderate Covid-19 pa-
tients.

Glenmark has received manu-
facturing and marketing approval
fromIndia’s drugregulator, making
FabiFlu® the first oral Favipiravir-
approved medication in India for

the treatment of Covid-19, officials
said ata press conference organised
online.Favipiravir is backed by
strong clinical evidence showing
encouraging results in patients with
mild to moderate Covid-19.

The antiviral offers broad spec-
trum RNAvirus coverage with clin-
icalimprovement noted across age
groups 20 to >90 years. Favipiravir
can be used in Covid-19 patients
with co-morbid conditions such as
diabetes and heart disease with
mild to moderate Covid-19 symp-
toms. It offers rapid reduction in vi-

ral load within four days and pro-
vides faster symptomatic and radi-
ological improvement.

Ofmostimportance, Favipiravir
has shown clinical improvement of
up to 88 per cent in mild to moder-
ate Covid-19 cases, an official state-
ment said.

Glenn Saldanha, Chairman and
Managing Director of Glenmark
Pharmaceuticals Ltd, said FabiFlu®
has demonstrated an encouraging
response in mild to moderate
Covid-19 patients during clinical tri-

als.
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U.P. RAJYA VIDYUT UTPADAN NIGAM LTD.
OBRA THARMAL POWER STATION OBRA-
SONEBHADRA Notice Inviting e-bid_E-Tender
No. T-02/SE(HQ)/HOPD/2020-21 Online e-Bids are

invited for the Works of Round the clock shift
maintenance of HT/LT line system & street light and
emergency maintenance work of Binding of Phase
separator on LT line sagging and replacement of
damaged shackle insulator at Obra Project colony,
AWRS & CISF Colony e-tender has been uploaded
and published on 15.06.2020 at 12:00 Hrs. on UP
Govt e-tender portal http://etender.up.nic.in.
Technical Bid (Part-1) will be opened on 09.07.2020
at 16:00 Hrs. or later. Estimated Cost of work will be
approximately Rs. 21.42 Lacs only. The E.M.D. and
Tender cost for e-bid submission is Rs. 44,000.00
and Rs. 1,180.00 respectively. Total Quantity of
work, tender specification and other terms &
condition related to extension in due dates and
corrigendum, if any, shall be uploaded only on the
above website. Bidders may please note that this is
an e-tender and they shall apply online only as per
instructions given. They are advised to visit the
above website on regular basis in order to keep
themselves updated. The last date of e-Bid
submission is 06.07.2020 upto 18:00 Hrs. E-
TENDER INVITING NOTICE E-TENDER NO:

27/SE_(Civil)/OTPS/OCCMD-1/2020-21 Online e-

Bids are invited for the work of “Annual M&R of
misc. civil works of NRB of Obra Project Colony”
Sonebhadra (U.P). e-tender has been published on
15.06.2020 at 9:00 Hrs on the e-tender portal
http://etender.up.nic.in. Last date of submission
end date of bid will be up to 13.07.2020 at 17:00
Hrs, last date and time for submission of hard copy
of requisite documents will be up to 14.07.2020 up
to 17:00 Hrs. and technical bid (Part-I) will be
opened on 15.07.2020 at 16:00 Hrs. Estimated Cost
of work is approximately Rs. 11,32,047.74 only. The
E.M.D and Tender cost for e-bid submission is Rs.
23,000.00 and Rs. 1180.00 respectively. Total
Quantity of work, tender specification and other!
terms & condition is as per tender document
available on the e-tender portal. Superintending
Engineering (Civil), OTPS, Obra reserves the right
to cancel any or all the e-Bids without assigning any
reason. It may please be noted that this is online bid
and shall be accepted online only on website
http://etender.up.nic.in. Information related to
extension in due dates and corrigendum if any shall
be uploaded only on the above website. Bidders are
advised to visit the website on regular basis in order
to keep themselves update. SHORT TERM E-
TENDER INVITING NOTICE E-TENDER NO:

29/SE_(Civil)/OTPS/OCCMD-1/2020-21 Online e-
Bids are invited for the work of “Treatment of leaky
roofs of permanent roofing residences by
cement concrete in sectorno. 1,2, 3,4,8,9 & 10
of Obra project colony” Sonebhadra (U.P). e-
tender has been published on 15.06.2020 at 9:00
Hrs on the e-tender portal http://etender.up.nic.in.
Last date of submission end date of bid will be up to
02.07.2020 at 17:00 Hrs, last date and time for|
submission of hard copy of requisite documents will
be up to 03.07.2020 up to 17:00 Hrs. and technical
bid (Part-1) will be opened on 04.07.2020 at 16:00
Hrs. Estimated Cost of work is approximately Rs.
14,89,220.85 only. The E.M.D and Tender cost for e-
bid submission is Rs. 30,000.00 and Rs. 1180.00
respectively. Total Quantity of work, tender|
specification and other terms & condition is as per
tender document available on the e-tender portal.
Superintending Engineering (Civil), OTPS, Obra
reserves the right to cancel any or all the e-Bids
without assigning any reason. It may please be
noted that this is online bid and shall be accepted
online only on website http://etender.up.nic.in.

CANTONMENT BOARD, ALLAHABAD

2 Ashoka Road, New Cantt., Allahabad
Ph.t 05332-2422121, E-mail: challahabadi@dgest.org
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21-06-1995 noblest deed.

Martyr of CISF on 21th June
CISF proudly remembers the supreme
sacrifice of this brave-heart. On this day, he
laid down his life at the altar of duty while
fighting with the terrorists. His courage and
bravery would remain an abiding source of
inspiration for the force. The force will
remain eternally indebted to him for his
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PLACE OF OPENING OF E-BIDpS: Office of d, | ¥r. Rajesh Hillrr-!r_ I?w_i'llm-l o Mr, VehiclCar Bo. & LIFTE ON 1315
Superintending  Engineer-ll, ‘B'TPS, Obra, RAam Shaskar Dwivedi Make ; fsfmbn Leyand Ecomel 1214 T 0,83, 250,00
Sonebhadra ADDRESS FOR COMMUNICATION: T - i T
Office of Superintending Engineer-Il, ‘B'TPS, Obra, Bamch '_E:ll-'ntn.l.rr-.r.-hj‘nj e} Hudul-.:l'ﬁ_: 1R Al T o
Sonebhadra E-MAIL ADDRESS: B, Mo, FRSTE0N Chasks o,k E'l:'gﬁ_ .I|ER Ti sl
Se.ommc_btps@uprvunl.org BID DOCUMENT Cussanding [uiga 2004 Lakn + Iabares|f Enging No. L GTHSAIGNS
COST: Rs. 590.00 (WITH GST) (Rs Five hundred WIEF. MFR, date and o charges
Ninety) Only EARNEST MONEY: Rs. 10,500.00 = 5
(Rs. Ten Thousand Five Hundred) Only Note: - 5, | Mr, &rvind Kashyap S Mr. Mahash VahichkiGar Ba, ¢ LIFTS LN 4351
Tender specification is available on e-tender website FKashyap Wake | TATALPS 2515 Toper 7 13,95,000.00
http://etender.up.nic.in Tenders will be accepted Branch - Hanasl Wodel = 2017
online only. E-TENDER NOTICE NAME OF WORK: TR - TN - aticel b .
Round the clock shift (three shifts in each day) Al Ko, ; SR HC000 16 Chasis Mo, - MAT44GFHAE MG
maintenance work of electrical system installed in {;ul;lmarﬁng Duses ; 2430 Ll + Mgl EHE'HF Niy, ¢ FIDEAEn
CHP BTPS, Obra and daily maintenance work of air| i i T
conditioner and water cooler installed at Weigh .EF. PR cad 2 oher chirges
bridge and other places of CHP, A/BTPS, Obra. I r + e
TENDER NO.: T-21/SE-I/BTPS/EMD(C)/2020-21 S L MRk i Bk LealCar a2 A1 ':',T 1Y B 0000
ESTIMATED COST OF WORK: Rs. 26.04 Lac (Rs. Branch : Rakama U.Illﬂ_ Hﬂ'.l! +Oilli Bleecine I=|L|.|J Wi Lid = b F,
Twenty Six Lac Four Thousand) Only LAST DATE Al Koo ; FIRATIG0NIE \E-Rickshay), Model ; 2010
AND TIME FOR SUBMISSION OF E-BIDS et s 118 Labh = Irteezst ; 1Y DECT 1 BIRRTE
(TECHNICAL AND FINANCIAL) AT E- g’?; ;ﬁ:‘g n.'_'lﬁi.:l I:I'.h- L;_ il G ﬁml;'ﬁhﬂal:lrgl.'fﬂ#;ﬁs L
PROCUREMENT WEBSITE http://etender.up.nic.in: (BT Pl il SN0 e Shargas alor Ao | s
08.07.2020 up to 17:00 hrs. LAST DATE AND TIME X L iy
FOR SUBMISSION OF TENDER FEE AND EMD: T. | Mr. Sarvesh Kemar Sio Mr. Ban 8 'L'thll:kl'Ceru..IJ.F'nﬁl..T i =
10.07.2020 up to 16:00 hrs. DATE AND TIME OF Branch; Mauzasls Waka ; Warub Suzuki ‘Wagon R LR 71,70,500.00
OPENING OF E-BIDS: 10.07.2020 up to 16:00 hrs. Bip, Mo TAEEI5 10000055 Wadel 2 2016
A o G O F oo iee of Outalanding Dues : 330 Labh « Inleees! | Chasia No.: MAJEWDE 1500472465
uperintending  Engineer-1l, ‘B'TPS, Obra, 0 : ke 2 pirgba
Sonebhadra ADDRESS FOR COMMUNICATION: W.E.F. KP¥.die and mhier changes Engine Mo. : K10BRTT24610
e of Superintending Brginaar ., B R B, | Mrs, Misakshi Timari Win Mr. Viay VehickiGer . : UFTE EL 2502
onebhadra E-MAIL ADDRESS: T bl
Se.ommc_2.btps.obra@uprvunl.org BID Fumar Thasri Wika : Mant Suzubi At B0 LX) 7 1.36,000.00
DOCUMENT COST: Rs. 1180.00 (WITH GST) (Rs. Aranck ; Azad Nager Wadel: 2046
One Thousand One Hundred Eighty) Only T CEASTEAL AT % & ENVAGEIE
EARNEST MONEY: Rs. 53,000.00 (Rs. Fifty Three . W '“qs"ﬂ:s"l["{r'_l'ﬂ < AR :r.I_JEU#E1;b.ﬂEE~_5£
Thousand) Only Note: - Tender specification is Oubslansing Dues ! 163 Lakh ¢ iteseat | Engine Mo, © FEONZEE1TTS
available on e-tender website WEF KP.dnte and mher chargns
http://etender.up.nic.in Tenders will be accepted z =
online only. Tender Notice Inviting e-Bid TENDER B. § Mra. Arviea Hamar 5o Mr. Shankar VahickiCer No. t UFTEF3 4757
NO.: T-02/SE-II/BTPS/EMD-11/2020-21 Tender ID : Saini Wake © Kan® Siuki Ot E 74,28, 000,00
2020_RVUNL_482733_1 Online e-Bids are invited Hranck : El‘l.ll:m:vll' Wodal - 3018
for the work of “Dismantling, Shifting, Erection, ok oy : 7 A,
testing & commissioning of old & used breaker Al Ka s SIESEN 0000 Chasis Mo, s MOIEVETISIEEFE0s
panel from ATPS to Filtration plant, Sector-3, Qatslandng Dues.: 200 Lakh = Iniprest EI1|;||I1EI Mo, ! FEBINSIATEST
Obra”. E-tender has been uploaded on 12.06.2020 [ = NN Aot 5 A B
at 9:00 Hrs on UP Govt. e-tender portal H.E.F. hiPW Sa and iihir chiipes
http://etender.up.nic.in. Technical Bid (Part-I) will 10, | Mis. Himron Enferprizes VehickiCar Ko, : UPTHOT 5305
be opened on 14/07/2020 at 16:00 Hrs. Estimated L kR e E - g F
Cost of work will be approximately Rs. 3.22 Lacs Branc; h_-é!t"l'l r||:|;\.|_] 5 Mk | TATAALE Loster I[E"d'ﬂ'mu'w
only. The E.M.D and Tender cost for e-bid fe HC'-:':"!5'1H31["-"]L_'|}-'? Hﬂ'ﬂl’-"].'ﬂ”ﬂ
submission is Rs. 6,000.00 and Rs. 296.00 Crsbstanding Dues : 502 Labh # Inleeesd | Chasis Mo, - MAT4452370200422
respectively. Total Quantity of work, tender W.E.F. MR i and mhir chirges Engine No. ; ZTS0TARY S 505
specification and other terms & condition is as per ke 2 2 Rt il St A
erder doumert svataleon e eenderporl | [T {Uls ey K Srvstows | VahiokiCas o< UFTBFT b
be. " acoepted  online  only on  website Branch : Kidusi Nagi Mk | Maruk Euaubi Supes Cairy Loader % 2,57,000.00
http://etender.up.nic.in Information related to Aic. Mo S9EIT2A1000C07Y MWodel - 3019
ZXteninZif&dU? dan'a; ang corrige;qttjméfda(jr\y shall Cukstanding Dups : 363 Lakh < Inierest | Chasis Mo, MOAFZBHITOM 20012
e uploaded only on the above website. Bidders are | - _ %
advised to visit the website on regular basis in order WE.F, BPA.dala and i agas EH[I"W Mo, ; EIEANTIERS

to keep themselves update. The last date of e-bid
submission is 11.07.2020 up to 18:00 hrs. Tender

Notice Inviting e-Bid TENDER NO.: T-03/SE-
1II/BTPS/EMD-11/2020-21 Tender ID :
2020_RVUNL_482729_1 Online e-Bids are invited
for the work of “Repairing/ Reconditioning of
bearing housing, stator, grease cap, rotor shaft,
foundation leg & pad of 0.4 KV LT motors for
units of 5x200MW ‘B’ Thermal Power Station,
Obra”. E-tender has been uploaded on 12.06.2020
at 9:00 Hrs on UP Govt. e-tender portal
http://etender.up.nic.in Technical Bid (Part-1) will
be opened on 14.07.2020 at 16:00 Hrs. Estimated
Cost of work will be approximately Rs. 2,59,112.00
only. The E.M.D and Tender cost for e-bid
submission is Rs. 5,000.00 and Rs. 296.00
respectively. Total Quantity of work, tender
specification and other terms & condition is as per
tender document available on the e-tender portal. It
may please be noted that this is online bid and shall
be accepted online only on website
http://etender.up.nic.in. Information related to
extension in due dates and corrigendum if any shall
be uploaded only on the above website. Bidders are
advised to visit the website on regular basis in order
to keep themselves update. The last date of e-bid
submission is 11.07.2020 up to 18:00 hrs. Sd/-
SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER O&MC-IlIl, BTPS,
OBRA witeh W& - 156/q@. /fferer fadier: 20.06.2020

Date and Timea to Daposit Tender 09.07 2020 Time till 82.00 Moon

Dpening Date and Time of Tender 09.07.2020 till 04.00 PM to 05.00

Terms & Conditions
1, a0 amounl of Fa. S0 o Sach vertitlp 25 Salunly ITl-:l"-l!:.'airh:l..':l e submetied in shame ol Damand GratiPay
Crderin lavaural Bankof ndiz gloeg wiinsealadender L Supcesehilbigders will ravasodaposk 35 % ol lokd amaiin]
hycash ordomand crafl immndaley and balenpe 5% amourt wil himt in ko dopcstied wthin 10 days ol acceptance
ol Tender. b case the bafande amaunt id fal depesied, SBevnlyDeposied amaounl wil be forfsled 3 2agel 1ancders
wil ba opened al Zoral CiTice of Bank of i oo feodale and lire destribed in the noliog. Bank maeres the dght Lo
arcepdor rejec] tha tander witcul assgnng any raasan theres! 4, Data and Time of iender can e axlerdad wikcul
ANy reaEan o 13 esle can ba posiponed of cancelad b, {Detais of fnancad wakicle can b obdain fom pongemad
hmnch: G. &1 docuonts peranicg In wehich @ be monied rom concemed banch afer opening fne mndar T,
Brurpess wall hawe o pickup the vehicle fram Bank, premses within 15 diys of scoeplance of tender faling which &
ety ol R, 500 parday wlibe chanyed.

1% days Sale Mobce o BorrowersiGuaramiors

Ala menfaned QemowensGuerznlon shentan & irded o deges] e Hxove mantansd oulsmandag noudng
upiacate imharast and offer expanses 1 ekass vihicka before austion dale B you faled o depcsl amaun] mentionad
abaree, vehiclke wil be audioned and remanicg amount wil be recovered Tem yor You conalsa paicipalein abdae
mertorad guclion conducied aganstank dusy

Date ; 21.06.8320

Place : Kanpur

Auth, Officer - Bank of India

30.06.2020 T IIRTE 12.30 Fof Wiefl ST |

oI /—
(Sloio i)

uig @vs, aofiofo, svQE

UPID No-152649
DATED- 19/06/2020
WWW.upgov.nic.in

fafder & wwfaa fraw /o qen faarer dewrge http://etender.up.nic.in R Sudes 2 |

'L/ —

IS STRprT 999 http:/etender.up.nic.in TR a1 22.06.2020 ¥ 29.06.2020 HT JITEX 12,00 ToT TH ST
2 ST 130 29.06.2020 BT TITER 12.00 I91 Th SISaTs /3ATcArs fhd ST Fhd & | fHfacmet @ da-ar fas fo=ie

(A =it
Syt ST
Rig @vs, dofofo, evaE

Letter No. 1350 /E —Tender /20-21

Executive Engineer Construction Division No. 1,
P.W.D Lucknow

Dated : 16.06.2020

Short Term Inviting Tender Notice

1. The Executive Engineer Construction Division-1, U.P.P.W.D.Lucknow on behalf of Governor of
Uttar Pradesh invites the percentage rate bids online from the eligible and approved Contractors reg-
istered with UP PWD For road work class A,B,C & D The Bidder may submit bids for any or all of
the works. Bidders are advised to note the minimum qualification criteria specified in Clause 4 of the
Instructions to Bidders to qualify for the award of the contract.

SL | Dist| Name of Work |Estimated| Bid Cost of Document | Time | Address of | Address | Address of
No | rict cost (Rs. | Security (in Rs.) of Executive of Chief
In Lakhs) | (Rs. In Compl | Engineer of | Superinte | Engineer
Lakhs) etion the nding
Executing | Engineer
the work
1 2 3 4 5 7 8 9 10
1 Special Repair of 8.60 0.86 Rs. 225.00 + 500.00 6 Construction | Lucknow Chief
§ Chinhat Satrikh +41.00 (Tender Months| Division, Circle Engineer
% [Juggaur Link cost+Stationary No.1 PW.D.| PW.D. |Central Zone
3 |Road. Charges) + GST @ Lucknow | Lucknow. P.W.D.
18%) = Rs. 766.00 Lucknow.
2 Special Repair of 4.90 0.49 Rs. 150.00 + 500.00 6 Construction | Lucknow Chief
H Chinhat Deva to +27.00 (Tender Months| Division, Circle Engineer
£ |Ganesh Road. Km cost+Stationary No.1 PW.D.| PW.D. |Central Zone
S |1(500) Charges) + GST @ Lucknow | Lucknow. P.W.D.
= 18%) = Rs. 667.00 Lucknow.
3 = Special Repair of 31.00 3.10 |Rs. 300.00 + 2000.00 6 Construction | Lucknow Chief
g Kanchanpur +54.00 (Tender Months| Division, Circle Engineer
< [Matiyari Link cost+Stationary No.1 PW.D.| PW.D. |Central Zone
3 |Road. Charges) + GST @ Lucknow | Lucknow. P.W.D.
18%) = Rs. 2354.00 Lucknow.
4 | = |Special Repair of 13.75 1.35 Rs. 225.00 + 500.00 6 Construction | Lucknow Chief
f:: Ambedkar Nagar +41.00 (Tender ~ |Months| Division, Circle Engineer
S |Chauraha to cost+Stationary No.1 PW.D.| PW.D. |Central Zone
— |Matiyari Chauraha Charges) + GST @ Lucknow | Lucknow. P.W.D.
Km. 1 (0.00 to. 18%) = Rs. 766.00 Lucknow.
0.200) & 1.400 to
0.500)
5 | = |[Special Repair of 3.50 0.35 Rs. 150.00 + 500.00 6 Construction | Lucknow Chief
g Lucknow Kursi +27.00 (Tender Months| Division, Circle Engineer
g |road to Kapasi cost+Stationary No.1 PW.D.| PW.D. |Central Zone
= |Km. 1 (Ch. 0.050 Charges) + GST @ Lucknow | Lucknow. P.W.D.
t0 0.100, Ch. 18%) = Rs. 667.00 Lucknow.
0.850 to 0.900 &
Ch. 0.950 to 1.00)
6 | £ |Special Repair of 32.25 3.23 |Rs. 300.00 + 2000.00 6 Construction | Lucknow Chief
£ |Sitapur road to +54.00 (Tender Months| Division, Circle Engineer
S |Kotawa Lahangpur cost+Stationary No.1 PW.D.| PW.D. |Central Zone
= |Link Road. Km. Charges) + GST @ Lucknow | Lucknow. P.W.D.
1(400) 18%) = Rs. 2354.00 Lucknow.
7 | & |Renewal with BC 13.50 1.35 | Rs. 225.00 + 500.00 6 | Construction | Lucknow Chief
£ |of Chinhat Internal +41.00 (Tender Months| Division, Circle Engineer
S |road. cost+Stationary No.1 PW.D.| PW.D. |Central Zone
= Charges) + GST @ Lucknow | Lucknow. P.W.D.
18%) = Rs. 766.00 Lucknow.
8|z Renewal with BC 24.00 240 |Rs. 300.00 +2000.00{ 6 |Construction| Lucknow Chief
£ |of Chinhat-Deva to +54.00 (Tender Months| Division, Circle Engineer
S |Dhawa road. cost+Stationary No.1 PW.D.| PW.D. |Central Zone
= Charges) + GST @ Lucknow | Lucknow. P.W.D.
18%) = Rs. 2354.00 Lucknow.
9| 2 Renewal with BC 21.80 2.18 |Rs. 300.00 +2000.00{ 6 |Construction| Lucknow Chief
£ |of Gaurav Bihar +54.00 (Tender Months| Division, Circle Engineer
S |Satrikh road via cost+Stationary No.1 PW.D.| PW.D. |Central Zone
— |rama degree col- Charges) + GST @ Lucknow | Lucknow. P.W.D.
lege link road. 18%) = Rs. 2354.00 Lucknow.
10 z Renewal with PC 9.50 0.95 | Rs. 225.00 + 500.00 6 |Construction | Lucknow Chief
£ |of Khargapur road +41.00 (Tender Months| Division, Circle Engineer
S  |to Kaushalpuri cost+Stationary No.1 PW.D.| PW.D. |Central Zone
—|Colony road via Charges) + GST @ Lucknow | Lucknow. P.W.D.
Gadariyanpur via 18%) = Rs. 766.00 Lucknow.
Tranfarmar.
" g Renewal with PC 5.40 0.54 Rs. 150.00 + 500.00 6 Construction | Lucknow Chief
£ |of Shri Krishan +27.00 (Tender Months| Division, Circle Engineer
S |Autaur Sengar’s cost+Stationary No.1 PW.D.| P.W.D. |Central Zone
— |House to Rama Charges) + GST @ Lucknow | Lucknow. P.W.D.
Degree college 18%) = Rs. 667.00 Lucknow.
road.
12 H Renewal with PC 25.95 2.60 |Rs.300.00 +2000.00{ 6 |Construction| Lucknow Chief
£ |of Sitapur road to +54.00 (Tender Months| Division, Circle Engineer
S [Mirzapur Ajanahar cost+Stationary No.1 PW.D.| PW.D. |Central Zone
— |Rasulpur Kotawa Charges) + GST @ Lucknow | Lucknow. P.W.D.
road. 18%) = Rs. 2354.00 Lucknow.
13| £ |Renewal with PC 14.00 1.40 | Rs. 225.00 + 500.00 6 | Construction | Lucknow Chief
£ |of Sirsakamalpur +41.00 (Tender Months| Division, Circle Engineer
S [road Km.2to cost+Stationary No.1 PW.D.| PW.D. |Central Zone
- Balsinghpurwa and Charges) + GST @ Lucknow | Lucknow. P.W.D.
Kasirampurwa via 18%) = Rs. 766.00 Lucknow.
Bibipur Link Road.
14| 2 |Renewal with PC 4.40 0.45 | Rs. 150.00 + 500.00 6 | Construction | Lucknow Chief
£ |of Akduniya Link +27.00 (Tender Months| Division, Circle Engineer
S |road. cost+Stationary No.1 PW.D.| PW.D. |Central Zone
- Charges) + GST @ Lucknow | Lucknow. P.W.D.
18%) = Rs. 667.00 Lucknow.
15 z Renewal with PC 2.60 0.26 | Rs. 150.00 + 500.00 6 | Construction | Lucknow Chief
£ |of Harsakari Link +27.00 (Tender Months| Division, Circle Engineer
S [road. cost+Stationary No.1 PW.D.| PW.D. |Central Zone
= Charges) + GST @ Lucknow | Lucknow. P.W.D.
18%) = Rs. 667.00 Lucknow.
16 | 2 |Renewal with PC 11.80 1.18 | Rs. 225.00 + 500.00 6 | Construction | Lucknow Chief
€ |of BK.T Babaganj +41.00 (Tender  |Months| Division, Circle Engineer
S [road Km. 5 to cost+Stationary No.1 PW.D.| PW.D. |Central Zone
! |Shahpurwa Link Charges) + GST @ Lucknow | Lucknow. P.W.D.
Raod. 18%) = Rs. 766.00 Lucknow.

UPID No. - 152638 Dated: 18.06.2020
WWW.Upgov.nic.in

» The Rate adopted in the boq are excluding GST Taxes,

Bids must be published/download online 9:00 AM on date 26.06.2020 and submitted online on or
before 12:00 Noon on dated 01.07.2020 and the technical bids will be opened online date 02.07.2020
at 3:00 PM and Financial bids of the qualified bidders will be opened on date & time as notified. According
to the provisions of Government Order no. 1/2018/3070/78-2-2018/42 IT/2017 (22) Date 03-01-2018 after
opening of the technical and financial bids, the bidder has to submit original documents personally in
department/ office. In the event of non submission of original documents by the bidder, the appropriate
action will be taken in accordance with the provisions of G.O.
All terms & conditions can be seen on website http:/etender.up.nic.co.in

Sd/-

(A.K. Singh)
Executive Engineer
Construction Division-1, PWD, Lucknow

WAY

@ NORTH EA RN RA
TENDER NOTICE NO.
EL-WS-GKP-2020-01
Dy. Chief Electrical Engineer,
Mechanical Workshop, N.E.
Railway, Gorakhpur for & on behalf
of President of India invites
“OPEN” E-Tender through online
(e-tendering) for the following work :
Tender No. and Description of
Work: EL-WS-GKP-2020-01,
Provision of Exhaust fan for
improvement in Ventilation of Toilets
of 100 Nos. AC Coaches in
Mechanical Workshop, Gorakhpur.
Approx Value(3):1670352.00,
E.M.D. Money(?): 33400.00, Cost
of Tender Form(%Z):2,000/-,
Completion time/period from the
date issue of acceptance letter:
12Months. @ E-tender online will be
submitted upto 15:00 Hrs on dated:
13.07.2020. ® For full details and
submission of bid please see the
Indian Railway IREPS official

website www.ireps.gov.in.

Dy. Chief Electrical Engineer
CPRO/EL-25 (WS)/Gorakhpur
About any p ger amenity plai

SMS on Mobile No. 09794845955

“Never travel on roof and foot boards”

matrimonial

$

=

room

wanied

| casTENoBAR |

Suitable match for himachali
mahajan girl 1990/ 5.6”
lieutenantinindian
Navy.upper caste no
bar.Prefered defence
personnel.contact.9816235373,
9805071878 mail
:nirupmakaisthas@gmail.com

Classifieds

Il __naveEcHANGE |

In my service record my wife’s
name is wrongly entered as
BANDNA her correct nameis
BANDANA TIWARI. Lance
Nayak Dheeraj Kumar Tiwari,
no. 13626588FGram: Parari
Tiwari Post:Dumawalia,
District: Deoria -Pin-274509,
U.P. 0060074721-1

ISANTANU SINGH SURYAVANSHI
S/ONC (E) S K SINGH
PERMANENTLY RESIDING AT
VILL- TUMBURI, POST- RK
SHIKAPITH, DIST- BIRBHUM PIN-
731223, (W B) PRESENTLY
RESIDENT AT CHANDRIKA VIHAR
COLONY BAKSHI KATALAB, AIR
FORCE ROAD , LUCKNOW, UP —
226201 HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME AND D/B FROM SANTANU
SINGH SURYAVANSHI 06/04/97
TO SHANTANU SINGH 30/03/97
VIDE AFFIDEVIT DATED 17/06/20
BEFORE LUCKNOW COURT

0060074710-1

Ivandana parmeshwar Tripathi
W/o Parmeshwar Tripathi
R/o-Flat No 303-C,Third Floor
Allayah Height paper Mill
Colony,Nishat ganjMahanagar
Lucknow would like toinform
that Ishould be known as
Vandana Parmeshwar Tripathi
instead ofVandanaUdaybhan
Shukla fromnow onward.

0060074728-1

10M PRAKASH SINGH SON OF
KESHAV PRASAD SINGH
RESIDENT AT AIR FORCE
STATION, BAKSHIKA TALAB,
DISTRICT- LUCKNOW, U.
P.226201 HAVE CHANGED MY
SON’S NAME FROM AMAN TO
AMAN SINGHDUETOALL
OTHER DOCUMENTS AREIN
THE NAME OF AMAN SINGH
VIDE AFFIDAVITE DATED
05/06/2020 BEFORE LUCKNOW
COURT 0060074711-1

I vandana parmeshwar Tripathi W/o
Parmeshwar Tripathi R/o-Flat No
303-C,Third Floor Allayah Height
paper Mill Colony,Nishat ganj
Mahanagar Lucknow would like to
inform that MySon should be
known as Shlok Parmeshwar
Tripathi instead of Sholk
Parmeshwar Tripathi from now
onward. 0060074725-1

This is to inform that | Abhishek
SinghS/o Chandra Bhan Singh,
R/0 House No. 1088,Post
Sonauli Mohammad Pur,
Thana-UmariBegamganj,
District - Gonda 271402
changemy son’s name from
Virat Singh to AbhinavSingh. In
future he will be known
asAbhinav Singh.

0060074709-1

Ivandana parmeshwar Tripathi
W/o Parmeshwar Tripathi
R/0-Flat No 303-C,Third Floor
Allayah Height paper Mill
Colony,Nishat ganj Mahanagar
Lucknow would like toinform
that MySon should be known
as Shashwat Parmeshwar
Tripathi instead ofShswat
Parmeshwar Tripathi from
now onward. 0060074727-1

| MPORTAN |

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, itis not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

Lucknow



THE SUNDAY EXPRESS, JUNE 21,2020

EcoNOMY

Crubpe WATCH

OPEC+ cur Boosts O1L

New York: Oil prices rose Friday but pulled back sharply from early
highs on concerns that continued spread of the novel coronavirus
could stall the US’ economic rebound. Brent crude settled up 68 cents
abarrel at $42.19. US crude settled at $39.75, up 91 cents. REUTERS

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

MAR QUARTER: LOSS OF ¥697 CR, TOTAL INCOME RISES TO ¥16,388.32CR

Fallinbad loans, lower provisioning help PNB
cut losses; reports £2,617 cr NPA divergence

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI, JUNE 20

AIDED BY adecline in bad loans
and lower provisioning, public
sector bank Punjab National
Bank (PNB) has posted a lower
standalone loss of Rs 697 crore
for the fourth quarter ended
March 31,2020 as against a loss
of Rs 4,750 crore in January-
March period of 2018-19.

The bank has reported a di-
vergence in non-performing as-
sets (NPAs) at Rs 2,617 crore for
the year ended March 31,2019.
While the bank announced
NPAs of Rs 78,472 crore for the
year, the RBI's assessment put
the figure at Rs 81,089 crore.
Accordingly, the adjusted loss
for the year works out to Rs
11,335 crore for March 2019 as
against a loss of Rs 9,975 crore
estimated by the bank earlier.

The bank also reported a di-
vergence in provisions at Rs
2,091 crore for March 2019.

The bank’s gross NPAs de-

—— BRIEFLY —

Diesel hits
record high

New Delhi: Diesel price on
Saturday hitarecord high af-
ter rates were hiked by 61
paise per litre, while petrol
price was raised by 51 paise.

HDFCBankokays

fundraising plan

New Delhi: HDFC Bank on
Saturday said its board has
approved proposal to raise
up to Rs 50,000 crore in the
next twelve months by issu-
ing various debt securities.

Suggestionsto
amend MV rules

New Delhi: Suggestions have
beeninvited from stakehold-
ers to amend the motor ve-
hicle rules, the government
said on Saturday.

Piramal Pharma
acquisition

New  Delhi:  Piramal
Enterprises’ pharma solu-
tions business said it has en-
tered into a pact with G&W
Laboratories to acquire its
solid oral dosage drug prod-
uctmanufacturing facility for
$17.5 million.

1.33LnewEPFO
enrolmentsin Apr

New Delhi: The net new en-
rolments with the EPFO was
recorded at 1.33 lakh during
April 2020, according to its
payroll data.

PawahisBMW

Group Indiaprez

New Delhi: BMW has ap-
pointed Vikram Pawah
president of BMW Group
India, effective August 1,
2020.PTI

GROSS NPAs FALL T014.21% OF GROSS ADVANCES

M Punjab National Bank has
reported a divergence in
non-performing assets
(NPAs) at Rs 2,617 crore for
the year ended March 2019.
While the bank announced
NPAs of Rs 78,472 crore for
the year, the RBI's
assessment put the figure at
Rs 81,089 crore

B The bank’s gross NPAs
declined to 14.21 per cent of
gross advances at the end of

March 2020, as against
15.50 per centin March
2019

B The bank has done the
cashrecovery of Rs 10,000
crore during the fiscal,
while containing the fresh
slippages to Rs 20,000
crore. The bank is
expecting the recovery of
Rs 6,000-8,000 crore
during the current

fiscal year

clined to 14.21 per cent of gross
advances at the end of March
2020, as against 15.50 per cent
in March 2019. In absolute
value, gross NPAs stood at Rs
73,478.76 crore at the end of
2019-20, lower than Rs
78,472.70 crore reported in the
previous fiscal. Similarly, net
NPAs were valued at Rs
27,218.89 crore as against Rs
30,037.66 crore.

The bank’s total income
during the March quarter rose
to Rs 16,388.32 crore from Rs
14,725.13 crore in the year-ago
period. The provisioning for
bad loans during the March
quarter almost halved to Rs
4,618.27 crore.

The bank has done the cash
recovery of Rs 10,000 crore dur-
ing the fiscal, while containing
the fresh slippages to Rs 20,000

crore. The bank s expecting the
recovery of Rs 6,000-8,000 crore
during the current fiscal and re-
covery will gather momentum
from the third quarter onwards.
Net NPAs also came down to
5.78 per cent as against 6.56 per
cent in the year-ago period.

On the COVID pandemic, the
bank said, “the situation contin-
ues to be uncertain and the
bank s evaluating the situation
on ongoing basis. The major
identified challenges for the
bank would arise from eroding
cash flows and extended work-
ing capital cycles. The bank is
gearing itself on all the fronts to
meet these challenges.”

“The management believes
that no adjustments are re-
quired in the financial results as
it does not significantly impact
the current financial year.
Despite these events and con-
ditions, there would not be any
significant impact on the bank’s
results in future and going con-
cern assumptions as at
presently made,” it said.

PNB said the amalgamation
of Oriental Bank of Commerce
and United Bank of India into
PNB has become effective from
April 1,2020. The bank now has
a network of 10,910 branches
and 13,530 ATMs in India. It has
acustomer base of 17 crore, de-
posits of Rs 10.71 lakh crore and
advances of Rs 7.62 lakh crore.
During the financial year ended
March 2020, the government
infused Rs 16,091 crore into the
bank. The government holding
in the bank has increased to
83.19 per cent as on March 31,
2020.

If provisioning for NPAs as-
sessed by the RBI exceeds 10 per
cent of the reported profit be-
fore provisions and contingen-
cies or additional gross NPAs
identified by the RBl exceeds 15
per cent of the published incre-
mental gross NPAs for the refer-
ence period, then the banks are
required to disclose divergence
from prudential norms on in-
come recognition, assets classi-
fication and provisioning.

CoviDp ImrACT

How central banks are
trying to soften the blow

Central banks worldwide have slashed interest rates in
recent months, providing in some cases unprecedented
amounts of stimulus to help soften the blow to the global
economy from the coronavirus pandemic and to keep

markets functioning.

INDIA

M Targeted long-term repo operations and other regulatory
measures for banks worth up to 500 billion rupees

M Cutreverse reporate 40 bps to 3.35%, opens a special liquidity
facility of up to Rs 500 billion to help MFs cope with liquidity strain

WHY ISTHIS IMPORTANT?

The coronavirus pandemic has put countries in a tight spot as subsequent
lockdowns have hampered tax collections, businesses and livelihoods.
Governments have tried to kickstart their economies by announcing
stimulus packages. However, central banks have played a key role too.
They ensure stability of interest and exchange rates to provide adequate
liquidity for productive sectors and ensure adequate supply of currency in

these tough times.

THEUS

M Buying unlimited quantities of
US Treasuries, mortgage-backed
and agency securities

M Buying municipal bonds,
corporate bonds and ETFs, and
dollar swap lines setup

$2.3 trillioninloan arrangements
forlocal governments, small and
mid-sized businesses

EUROZONE

750 billion euros in additional
assets

M No change to main purchases,
taking the total toabout 1.1 trillion
euros this year, after initially
adding 120 billion euros toiits

existing asset-purchase
programme

BRITAIN

H Will buy investment-grade
commercial paper with maturities
upto12months

M Increases bond-buying
programme by 100 billion pounds

CHINA

M Lowers T-year medium-term
lending facility (MLF) rate on
loans

M Cuts the amount of cash that
small banks must hold as reserves
by 50 bps to 6.50%, releasing
around 400 billionyuan

Source: Reuters

M Central banks have resorted to cutting benchmark policy rates toinfuse
liquidity into their economies. Nations have also cut capital adequacy
requirements for banks and announced moratoriums on loan repayments

Rising foreign currency assets push forex
reserves to record high of $507.6 billion

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI, JUNE 20

THE COUNTRY’S forex reserves
jumped substantially by $5.942
billion to touch alife-time high of
$507.644 billion in the week to
June 12, helped by a significant
jump in foreign currency assets
(FCA), the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) data showed.

In the previous week ended
June 5, the foreign exchange re-
serves had crossed the half-a-tril-
lion mark for the first time, after it
surged by amassive $8.22 billion
and reached $501.703 billion, ac-
cording to the weekly data re-
leased by the RBI.

Inthe reporting week, the for-
eign currency assets,amajor com-
ponent of the overall reserves,

‘Amazon, BigBasket get nod for
liquor delivery in West Bengal’

REUTERS
NEW DELHI,JUNE 20

AMAZON.COM INC has secured
clearance to deliver alcohol in
West Bengal, according toadocu-
ment seen by Reuters, signalling
the US e-commerce giant’s first
foray into the country’s multi-bil-
lion-dollar sector.In a notice on
Friday, West Bengal State
Beverages Corp, the authorised
agency to carry outonline retail of
liquor trade in the state, said
Amazon was among the compa-
nies found to be eligible for regis-
tration with authorities.

Alibaba-backed Indian grocery
venture BigBasket has also won
approval to deliver alcohol in the
state, the notice said.

Amazon has been invited to
sign a memorandum of under-
standing with the state, said the

‘AMAZON SET
TOSIGN MoU’

B Amazon has been
invited to sign a
memorandum of
understanding with
the state, said the
notice by West Bengal
State Beverages Corp.

notice, which has not previously
beenreported.

Amazon did not respond to a
request for comment. BigBasket
also did not respond to a request
for comment. Amazon’s interest
in delivering alcohol in West
Bengal marks abold move tomake
inroadsintoamarket thatis worth
$27.2 billion, as per estimates by
IWSR Drinks Market Analysis.

The gold reserves in the
reporting week rose by
$821 mnto$33.173 bn,
the RBI data showed

rose by $5.106 billion to $468.737
billion. Expressed in dollar terms,
the foreign currency assets in-
clude the effect of appreciation or
depreciation of non-US units like
the euro, pound and yen held in
the foreign exchange reserves.

According to economists, the
increase in foreign exchange re-
serves is due to higher capital in-
flows and also due to the narrow-
ing currentaccountdeficitas trade
activities have come toa standstill
due to the disruptions caused by
the COVID-19 pandemic.

The gold reservesin the report-
ing week rose by $821 million to
$33.173 billion, the RBI data
showed.

The special drawing rights
with the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) was up by $12 million
to$1.454 billion. The country’s re-
serve position with the IMF also
rose by $3 million to $4.280 bil-
lion during the reporting week,
the data showed.

The rising forex reserves give
a lot of comfort to the govern-
ment and the RBI in managing
India’s external and internal fi-
nancial issues at a time when eco-
nomic growth may contract in
2020-21.It’s a big cushion in the
event of any crisis on the eco-
nomic front and enough to cover
the import bill of the country for
ayear. WITHPTI

Trump intends
to nominate
Deven Parekh
to IDFC Board

LALITKJHA
WASHINGTON, JUNE 20

USPRESIDENT Donald Trump has
announced his intention to nom-
inate leading Indian-American
global venture capitalist Deven
Parekh as a member of the Board
of Directors of an independent
agency of the government that
provides financing for private de-
velopment projects.

The nomination of Parekh to
be a member of the Board of
Directors of the International
Development Finance Corp-
oration will be for three years. He
is the MD at software investment
firm Insight Partners. PTI

What does recent NCLAT ruling
— liquidation of a firm under
IBC holds precedence — mean?

AASHISHARYAN
NEW DELHI, JUNE 20

THE NATIONAL Company Law
Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT) has
ruled that liquidation process of
acompany under the Insolvency
and Bankruptcy Code (IBC) holds
precedence over outcome of an
arbitration proceeding.

A three-member Bench,
headed by Justice Venugopal M,
ruled that just because Bharat
Heavy Electricals Limited had
won an arbitration award against
Surana Power, which was under-
going liquidation, the
process would not be
stopped to favour it.
The Chennai Bench of
National Company
Law Tribunal (NCLT)
had earlier ruled in
favour of BHEL.

EXPLAINED

What does the NCLAT order
mean?

Inits judgment, the NCLAT set
aside an order of Chennai NCLT
on the grounds that BHEL's
charge over Surana Power assets
were equal to the other 10 finan-
cial creditors, and therefore it
could not be given precedence.

BHEL'’s claim that it has the
first right over the assets and
properties of Surana Power,
was wrong as all other creditors
had given the assent to liqui-
date the corporate debtor, the

NCLAT held.

The NCLAT's judgment essen-
tially holds that if a corporate
debtor is being liquidated, a cred-
itor can not claim superiority
over other secured creditors in
the same band, and that every-
one must receive their fair share
by following the waterfall mech-
anism of liquidation.

What is the waterfall
mechanism for liquidation?

As the name suggests, the
waterfall mechanism under
Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code
gives priority to secured financial
creditors over unse-
cured financial cred-
itors. The mecha-
nism says that if a
company is being
liquidated, these se-
cured financial cred-
‘ itors must be first

paid the full extent
of their admitted claim, before
any sale proceedings are distrib-
uted to any other unsecured
creditor.

Under Section 53 of the IBC,
which deals with waterfall mech-
anism, the top most priority, how-
ever,isgiven to costs related to the
liquidation process and dues of
workmen of the corporate debtor.
The dues of the workmen include
all their salaries, provident, pen-
sion, retirement and gratuity fund,
as well as any other funds main-
tained for the welfare of

CDSCO approves
Hetero and Cipla
remdesivir generics

PRABHARAGHAVAN
NEW DELHI,JUNE 20

THE COUNTRY’S top drug regula-
tory body on Saturday granted
emergency use approval to two
Indian drugmakers for generics of
Gilead Science’s remdesivir, The
Indian Express has learnt.

These approvals will allow
Cipla and Hetero Drugs to manu-
facture and supply the injectible
medicine for the treatment of sus-
pected or laboratory-confirmed
cases of COVID-19 “with severe
disease”, ending weeks of uncer-
tainty over where they can access
the drug from.

Drug Controller General of
India Dr VG Somani approved
these applications late on
Saturday, said a senior Health
Ministry official on condition of
anonymity. The companies will
have to follow the same conditions
set out by the DCGI for Gilead
whenits remdesivir was approved
at the beginning of the month.

“Heteroand Cipla have just got
the approval. The documents and
samples they had submitted were
extensively assessed before theap-
proval was granted,” the official
told The Indian Express.

Remdesivir is to be adminis-
tered for a maximum of five days,
as per the country’s clinical man-
agement guidelines.

“This is a boon for the country.
We are hoping these companies
willbeable tosupply (remdesivir)
toas many patients that require it
inIndia, maybe more,” the official
added. Four other companies —
BDR Pharmaceuticals, Jubilant Life
Sciences, Mylan Laboratories and

China woos Bangladesh, provides tariff
exemption for 97% of exports from Dhaka

Atotal of 8,256
productsis set to
benefit from this

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
DHAKA, JUNE 20

IN A bid to woo Bangladesh,
China has provided a huge trade
boost to the country by an-
nouncing tariff exemption for
97 per cent of Bangladeshi
products effective from July 1.

The decision has come one
month after Bangladesh Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina and
Chinese President Xi Jinping
held a discussion to upgrade
their bilateral relations during
the COVID-19 pandemic.

PRESENT STATUS

3,095

M Currently, 3095 Bangladeshi
products enjoy duty-free
access to Chinese market
under Asia-Pacific Trade
Agreement. With the new
announcement, 97 per cent of
Bangladeshi products will join
this zero-tariff club from July
1 thatraised the numbers of
Bangladeshi products with
zero duty access to Chinese
market to 8,256.

The Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of Bangladesh an-
nounced on Friday that 97 per

cent of items would be ex-
empted of Chinese tariffs.

As part of the government’s
economic diplomacy and the
outcome of exchange of letters
between Bangladesh and China,
Tariff Commission of the
Chinese State Council issued a
notice recently on granting zero
treatment to 97 per cent of tar-
iff products of Bangladesh, the
Dhaka Tribune reported, quot-
ing the ministry’s statement.

With this announcement, a
total of 8,256 Bangladeshi prod-
ucts will come under the 97 per
cent of products that would be
exempted from tariff.

Currently, 3095 Bangladeshi
products enjoy duty-free access
to Chinese market under Asia-
Pacific Trade Agreement
(APTA). With the new an-

nouncement, 97 per cent of
Bangladeshi products will join
this zero-tariff club from July 1
that raised the numbers of
Bangladeshi products with zero
duty access to Chinese market
to 8,256, the report said.

During the Asian-African
Conference which took place
this week in Indonesia, Chinese
president Xi announced that
China will grant duty free mar-
ket access for Least Developed
Countries (LDC) 97 per cent of
the tariff lines within a year.

This beneficial market ac-
cess scheme will be applied
only for imports from LDCs that
have diplomatic relations with
China. China’s tariff exemption
is expected to help Bangladesh
cushion the economic impact of
the COVID-19 pandemic.

The companies will
have to follow the same
conditions set out by
the DCGI for Gilead
when its remdesivir
was approved at the
beginning of the month

Dr Reddys Laboratories — are still
yet to get the final approvals, ac-
cording to the official.

“The samples of the other
companies are still to come and
their test reports are yet to be
made, but that too will be done,”
they said.

Ciplaand Hetero have not offi-
cially confirmed the development
and queries to the companies on
Saturday night remained unan-
swered by press time. The devel-
opmentis crucial asthere hasbeen
asurge in demand for the drug
here, but little clarity on where pa-
tients could get approved supply.
Gilead, when receiving the ap-
proval, had stated on June 3 that
there was “limited global supply”
ofthemedicineand thatitwasan-
ticipating new supply in July.

In the absence of such supply
here, patients had been procuring
itfrom generic drug makers given
the Central Drugs Standard
Control Organisation’s (CDSCO)
approval to supply their product
on compassionate grounds. In
other cases, some patients had
even been attempting to import
the drug from countries like
Bangladesh, which another official
had earlier said was not approved
by CDSCO.

COVID EFFECT

the workmen.

Why did BHEL object to
liquidation of Surana Power?

State-run BHEL, which was
also a secured creditor for
Surana Power, had won an arbi-
tration award against the com-
pany. It gave BHEL complete and
undisputed rights over all the
assets, equipment, goods lying
at the site of the power plant. It
also gave BHEL title rights over
the finished and unfinished
buildings.

BHEL objected to the liquida-
tion process as it held only 26.24
per cent share by value in the
Surana Power, whichis being lig-
uidated. Going by the waterfall
mechanism, though it would
have got the money over other
unsecured creditors, its share
would come down by a lot.

The arbitration award route
would have, on the other hand,
given it complete rights over all
properties, assets and equip-
ment, while leaving little to noth-
ing for other creditors.

Though the NCLT Chennai
bench had held that BHEL was
right in claiming priority over
other creditors, the NCLAT held
that in order to claim priority,
BHEL should have had atleast 60
per cent share value. Since it did
not have the same, it would be
unfair to stop the liquidation pro-
ceedings because of one dissent-
ing creditor.

Aviation Secy:
Limits on
airfares may
be extended
beyond Aug 24

PRESS TRUSTOFINDIA
NEW DELHI, JUNE 20

THE GOVERNMENT-IMPOSED
upper and lower limits on air-
fares may be extended beyond
August 24 depending upon how
the situation turns out, Aviation
Secretary P S Kharola said on
Saturday.

The government resumed
domestic passenger flights from
May 25 after nearly two months
of suspension to combat the
coronavirus outbreak, but placed
lower and upper limits on air-
fares depending upon the flight
duration.

It had said on May 21 that
these limits would be in place for
aperiod of three months.

“Depending on how the situ-
ation turns out, the fare band
may have to adjusted beyond
that (August 24) also. But right
now, itis only for three months,”
Kharola said at a press confer-
ence here. International passen-
ger flights continue to remain
suspended in the country.

However, the government
started Vande Bharat Missionon
May 6 to help stranded people
reach their destinations through
special flights.

Aviation Minister Hardeep
Singh Puri said at the conference
that during phase 3 and phase 4
of the mission, private domestic
airlines have been approved to
operate 750 international flights
to repatriate people stranded
amid the coronavirus pandemic.

Commercial flight operations
had been shut since
March 25.

AAI gives more time
to Adani group to take
over 3 privatised airports

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEW DELHI,JUNE 20

THE AIRPORTS Authority of India
(AAID) has given three more
months to the Adani group to take
over the management of three pri-
vatised airports of Ahmedabad,
Mangaluru and Lucknow due to
the COVID-19 scenario, according
to the Civil Aviation Ministry on
Saturday.

This means the Adani group,
which was expected to take over
the operations, management and
developmentof the three airports
by August 12, can now take over
the airports by November 12.?

“On the advent of COVID-19

The three airports are
Ahmedabad, Mangaluru
and Lucknow

scenario, AEL (Adani Enterprises
Limited) has cited force majeure
and filed for extension in March
2020and sought time till February
15,2021 (totake over the three air-
ports),” said the statement by the
Civil Aviation ministry. “AAl has
agreed to the extension of time of
additional three months toachieve
Commercial Operation Date
(COD) by the concessionaire in
view of force majeure on account
of COVID-19,” it added.

Lucknow
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Here we are, at alabour mandi. A market where we sell ourselves for Rs 200 a day. Hamaari halaat itni khavaab hai
ki hum bolte hain, humein khaveed lo. Nahin toh bhukhe vah jayenge poove din

VISHNU DAS, A DAILY-WAGER WHO TURNS UP AT THE CHOWK EVERY DAY

AS A DISTRICT UNLOCK

Unlock, unlock, unlock, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi recently
defined the way forward to chief
ministers. Beginning today,

The Indian Express drops anchor in
Bhagalpur to track this
unlockdown.

With its second-highest Covid
burden in Bihar, its labour chowk
swelling with returning migrants,
its social divides deepening in an
election year, this district, of over
thousand villages and with the
third largest city in the state,
captures both rural and urban
distress — and charts the
challenges ahead

DIPANKAR
GHOSE

AN EXPRESS SERIES

ORONE week, ithasbeen the same.
Arrive at 6 am. Bow at the Mahavir
mandir.Spend Rs 5 fora cup of chai.
Counttherestof the money: Rs 160
today. Then, wait. At first, patiently.
Sitting on his haunches, staring out into the
distance. Or engaged in conversation with
those around him. Inan hour, VishnuDas’s eyes
are more desperate, hunting for signs of a con-
tractor, or somebody who will offer work.
Sometimes, he asks a passer-by, “Kaam chahiye
kuchch (Do youwantworkdone)?” By 8.30am,
the crowd around him begins to thin, the shops
prepare toopen. Another morning has passed.
Das has not found work this entire week.
Tomorrow he hopes, will be better.

Das, 46, is an old-timer at Tilka Manjhi
Chowk, the site where daily-wagers collect
every day before dawn to find work. The
chowk is the centre of Bhagalpur town by
day. But now, in these uncertain times, the
centre and the ground beneath it is shifting
for most people like Das as they grapple with
the effects of a pandemic and the lockdown
that followed.

Bhagalpur, its district headquarters 239 km
from Patna, has all the trappings of small towns
raring to break into the big league, its aspiration
defined by its coaching centres, the markets
thatsell silk saris and the shopping arcades that
display flatscreen televisions. It's one of four
Bihar towns on the Centre’s list of proposed
Smart Cities, yet, the district is dragged down
by high levels of poverty and malnutrition.

In a way, Bhagalpur is illustrative of chal-
lenges across the country as districts, especially
those facing the brunt of migrant distress —
exodus or influx — try to get back on track.

Tilka Manjhi Chowk

At the chowK'’s centre is a statue of Manjhi,
oneof India’s first recorded tribal freedom fight-
ers,whowas hung by the British for his irrever-
ence, as folklore says, right at this chowk.

Das chuckles, “Manjhi may have died
fighting for our freedom. But here we are, at
alabour mandi. A market where we sell our-

selves for Rs 200 a day. Hamaari halaat itni
kharaab hai ki hum bolte hai, humein khareed
lo. Nahi toh bhuke rah jaenge poore din (Our
situation is so bad, we put ourselves up for
sale, saying we will go hungry otherwise).”

Life has always been hard for Das, wholives
alone in a shanty 2 km away. He doesn’t talk
much about his past, except that he was born
and raised in Bhagalpur. “Akela hoon,” he says,
when pushed. “Koi nahin hai,” he adds, with a
finality that resists more prodding questions.

He is more open about his present situa-
tion. When the lockdown was first announced,
the chowk was empty, he says. Das tried to
move out to look for work, but every time he
did so, he was heckled or charged at withapo-
lice lathi. “I stopped after four days,” he says.

For a month, from the end of March to the
end of April, Das stayed home. By the second
week of May, though, there was a new prob-
lem at the chowk. Migrants, who had lost jobs
inMaharashtra, Gujarat, or Delhi,began arriv-
ing, desperate for money. According to state
records, an estimated 63,962 migrants have
returned to Bhagalpur since the lockdown.

Among them, Shyam Sundar Yadav, who
worked in a warehousing company in Pune.
He walked, and hitched rides to Bhagalpur.
Once here, he arrived at the chowk to look for
work. “I have been here for a month now. For
one week I lifted cement sacks at a construc-
tion site. After that, nothing,” he says.

Das continues, “When the migrants came,
there was a huge number at the chowk. Maybe
400 people aday. Then slowly, people realised
there was nowork. Now even those who came
foryears have stopped. There are only abouta
hundred a day, and even they have no work.”

Asked why there is no work even after
the government announced the ‘un-lock-
down’, Das and the others say there can only
be one reason: Fear.

Ram Krishan Singh, a mason, says con-
struction drives the economy of the labour
market. “Those who were building something
have stopped putting in money because they
are afraid. What if another lockdown happens?
Also, money is hard to come by these days. So
if someone needs five people, he makes do
with two. Even when we get work, we get paid
less. Earlier we could get Rs 300-400 a day.
Now it will be nomore thanRs 150,” Singh says.

Frustrated with the wait for work, the men
have begun talking about “other options”.
Many, they say, have taken to roaming the by-
lanes of Bhagalpur, asking for odd jobs by
knocking on doors of shops. Some have re-
turned tovillages hoping to get MNREGA jobs.

Then, there is the other option. Right next
to Tilka Manjhi, every morning, people line
up on either side of the road to sell vegeta-
bles. Here, alongside the established ones
who sell out of carts, there are the new en-
trants who sit on mats on the road. If nothing
else, Yadav says, he will do that. “Some of
those at the chowk have begun going to the
mandi... They earn between Rs 50-100 a day.
Atleastitis something.”

JLN Medical College and
Hospital, Mayaganj

Apavedroad, with wild grass on either side,
snakes around the main building of the 800-
bed Jawaharlal Nehru Medical College and
Hospital. Past a parking lot, an administrative
block and some shanties, the road ends in a
place that’s unsettlingly still, with only a white
building in sight. It's a new building, with a
board that says ‘MCH’ — the 100-bed Mother
and Child Healthcare wing. Today, it is the iso-
lation ward of JLN Hospital, the dedicated
Covid care hospital in the district.

At 11 am on a Wednesday, Balram Das ar-
rivesin histempo thathasa ‘COVID duty’ sticker.

KHALIFABAGH MARKET

‘ ‘ 75% of business has gone away. Even the 25% sales|am ‘
doing are of things like nighties, undergarments. Clothes
people need at home. Beyond that, nothing.”

SHYAM SUNDAR NEWETIA, WHO OWNS ‘"MATCHING CORNER BOUTIQUE’

Photos: Dipankar Ghose
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JLN MEDICAL COLLEGE AND HOSPITAL, MAYAGANJ

There are only four Covid-19 cases that require medical
attention, and two patients who have fever... Even the one
person who died had cancer. For now, there is no reason to panic.”

DR R C MANDAL, CHIEF SUPERINTENDENT
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COVID-19 CASES INBHAGALPUR

Date Cases | Discharged | Active
May 15 33 8 25
May 20 59 12 47
May 25 76 27 49
May30 | 140 53 87
June4 204 85 118
June9 267 141 125
June14 | 324 197 126
June20 | 348 266 81

Note: The 1 death in Bhagalpur took place on May 31

He sits on the bench, a mask hanging loosely
around his face, playing a game on his phone.
He is waiting for the hospital staff to hand him
the garbage. There are three big bags today; two
weeks ago, there were many more, he says.

Bhagalpur district now has the second
highest number of Covid cases in Bihar —
348, compared to Patna’s 377.But recovery is
strong, with 266 already discharged, and
only 81 active cases. The district has recorded
one death so far.

Says DrRCMandal, Chief Superintendent
of the hospital, “About two weeks ago, we
changed strategy. We realised thata vast num-
ber of our cases are asymptomatic. So while
earlier, all cases were in the isolation centre,
now we only have those who are symptomatic
and serious. Aymptomatic patients are placed
in the Covid care centres. Right now, we have
no serious cases at the isolation centre, and
only fourwho are symptomatic,” Mandal says.

Thus the deserted surroundings, and the
three garbage bags.

“Everything is under control. There are only
four cases that require medical attention, and
two patients who have fever. Even the one per-
sonwho died had cancer. For now, there is ab-
solutely no reason to panic,” adds Mandal.

Thelackof serious patientsis reason for sol-
ace, for now, but the numbers show how small

the margin for error is. Mandal admits that JLN
Hospital is the only large medical college fora
200-sq-km area covering three states. “There
is a big hospital like this in Patna, Dhanbad in
Jharkhand, and Siliguri in West Bengal.
Everyone comes here, and we need to be
ready,” Mandal says. Besides, the Covid num-
bers have been rising steadily (see box).

For a hospital that serves so many, the num-
bers too allow for no complacency. There are
allof 22 ventilators, 10 of them new,and 64 1CU
beds. Plus not enough protective equipment.

Adoctor at the hospital says on condition
of anonymity, “One of the reasons asympto-
matic patients were moved to Covid care
centres was that the hospital couldn’t han-
dle 100 patients. There weren’t enough pro-
tective equipment. Even now, we make do
with kits that are hardly protective.”

The testing numbers are also abysmally
low. Dr Vijay Kumar Singh, Civil Surgeonin the
district, says the district is conducting 315 tests
a day. Overall, till June 15, it had conducted
5,632 tests. With 333 testing positive until that
date, it’s a confirmation rate of 6.2 per cent,
higher than the national average of 5.7 per
cent. Of the 333 who tested positive, 311 are
from tests on 1,801 returning migrants,a con-
firmation rate of 17.26 per cent.

There are other concerns too. With JLN set
aside for Covid cases, the non-Covid cases are
being handled by the older, smaller,and much
less advanced Sadar Hospital. Dr Mandal says
he shifted at least 10 senior doctors to Sadar.
But the hospital is showing signs of creaking
under the strain. There are patients waiting on
the floor, some sleeping onit.

Singh, the district Civil Surgeon, admits he
is worried about the monsoon. “In crucial de-
partments like paediatrics and anesthesia, we
have two and three doctors respectively. The
load is getting too much. Which is why despite
being a Covid-only hospital, we have had to
open the emergency ward of JLN with 150
beds,” Singh says.

Khalifabagh Market, Bhagalpur

Bhagalpur has earned itself many monikers
over the ages. The ‘city of academia’, because of
the ancient Vikramshila University, is now as-
sociated with the 1989 Bhagalpurriots and the
infamous blindings of the following year. It is
called Bihar’ssilkcity as well. And yet, for locals,
what sticksis theimage of atown of trafficjams.

Shyam Sundar Newetia, a shopkeeper at
Khalifabagh, the town’s busiest market, bris-
tles at the sight of the crowd outside his shop.

“These people who are out on the street...
Youthink they are comingtobuy? No.They are
bored athome, so they are here. Fools! Idon'tal-
low them to sit in my shop anymore,” he says.

Ever since restrictions began to ease, traffic
has returned to Bhagalpur’s narrow streets,
where shopsopen by 11 am. The motorcycles,
rickshaws and pedestrians are all out in force,
enough to make mockery of any intended so-
cial distancing. Masks hang loosely on faces, if
atall, and pedestrians brush past each other.

The roads might suggest normalcy, but, as
Newetia says, it is all amirage. Shops are empty,
sale registers bare. It's a time of deep distress.

Newetia owns ‘Matching Corner Boutique’,
a50-year-old store that sells clothes, primarily
for women. He opened the store on June 1and
since then, business hasbeen dire. “ About 75%
of business has gone away. People want to hold
on to their money in these uncertain times.
Eventhe 25 per cent salelam doing is of night-
ies or undergarments,” Newetia says.

But there are things to be thankful for. Such
asthefactthathe owns the shop.“Those onrent
have let go of most of their staff. There is no
money. Last year, one of those rickshaws you
see would refuse to take you to the railway sta-
tion for Rs 40; today, he will go for 10,” he says.

Most businessmen in Bhagalpur also com-
plain about the timing of the shutdown.
Newetia says, “From June to November, there
is the wedding season, Durga Puja and then
Chhat festival. Right now is when we should
be having festive sales.”

Anemployee at Hotel Chinmaye Inn, one of
the city’s biggest, says that during the wedding
season, their 59 rooms would be fully booked.
“As of today, only four rooms are occupied. Also,
alotofourclientele used to come for trade from
PatnaorKolkata. Aslongas trains don't restart,
that won’t happen,” says a staff member.

A km away, is Mayfair restaurant, one of
Bhagalpur’s most popular eating joints. At 2
pmonaThursday, there is one family ata table.

Owner Navin Nishchal says, “People have
just stopped coming,. I reopened the restau-
rantonly earlier this month. Most of the orders
are deliveries from either Zomato or Swiggy...
Ihad 22 people working with me.I have seven
now,” he says wistfully.

On some days, when his cellphone rings,
he fervently hopesit’s an order, but these days,
there are more calls asking for jobs.

“One of them told me he worked in a
restaurant in Pune and is now back in
Bhagalpur. He said he earned Rs 22,000 a
month but could make do with Rs 12,000
now. It broke my heart, but I could do noth-
ing,” he says.

Right next to Nischal, a family of three are
waiting for their order. The kitchen door swings
openand three plates of dahivada emerge. The
waiter serves them and asks, “Aur kuchch?”
The answer to that question, in times such as
these, may well decide his future.
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Mr Modi’s dream that the
21st century will be a China-
India led Asian centuryis
practically over. It is obvious
that Mr Modi did not take a
correct measure of Mr Xi.
‘Whether Mr Xi took a
correct measure of Mr Modi
is a matter of speculation.
The two leaders cannot be
close friends again. They can
still do business and sign
one-step-at-a-time
agreements in the manner
that Mr Narasimha Rao, Mr
Vajpayee and Dr Manmohan
Singh did with their
counterparts in China

AREINDIA and China at the beginning of
anew and contentious era? So it seems.
In chapter 1, Chinese troops stealthily in-
truded a few kilometres into Indian ter-
ritory — without being detected — and
occupied key points in the Galwan Valley,
Hot Springs and Pangong Tso. The face-
off on May 5-6 brought to light the intru-
sion. In chapter 2, on the night of June 15-
16, Chinese troops clashed with Indian
troops leaving 20 men dead on the
Indian side; 80 soldiers were injured and
10 were taken prisoner and released
onJune 18.

The India-China border — or Line of
Actual Control (LAC) — has been simmer-
ing since the 1962 war, but this is the first
occasion since 1975 when lives were lost.
To hold the peace for 45 years was no
mean achievement. Under Mr Modi’s
watch, that tenuous peace has been
shattered.

A FALSE NARRATIVE

The narrative that the Modi govern-
ment had assiduously built in the last six
years was absolutely false. That
Mr Narendra Modi, then the chief minis-
ter of Gujarat, was a favourite of the
Chinese, who hosted him on four occa-
sions; that Mr Modi, unlike any other
prime minister, visited China on five oc-
casions, underscoring the special relation-
ship between the two countries; and that
Mr Modi and Mr Xi had a special chem-
istry between them as reflected in Wuhan

Dance of death

(2018) and Mahabalipuram (2019) — all
these were part of the false narrative. The
bubble burst on June 15-16.

After the bloody confrontation and
loss of lives, India remained conciliatory.
The MEA put out a weak statement that
read “..aviolent face-off happened asare-
sult of an attempt by the Chinese side to
unilaterally change the status quo... all
Indian activities were onits side of the LAC
anditis expected the same of China”. The
Chinese counter was swiftand aggressive.
The PLA said “the sovereignty of the
Galwan Valley region has always be-
longed to China” and China’s Foreign
Minister admonished India to “stop all
provocative actions.......The Indian side
must not underestimate China’s firm will
to safeguard territorial integrity.”

INTELLIGENCE
FAILURE

There are many theories about why
China acted in the manner it did in May
this year. The scale of the intrusion points
to careful planning over several months
— maybe going back to August 2019
when the Modi government changed the
constitutional status of Jammu &
Kashmir. The government either over-
looked or brushed aside (more likely the
latter) the fact that China has beenin oc-
cupation of a large tract of land in Ladakh
over which it claims sovereignty; that it
is building the Belt and Road connect to

Pakistan through Gilgit-Baltistan which
is a part of Ladakh; and that it had ob-
jected to India constructing a feeder road
to link with the DBO road on the Indian
side of the LAC. China must also have
taken note of the Home Minister’s state-
ment that Aksai Chin will be part of India.

Itis a sobering thought that India did
not suspect China’s intentions. If any one
must take the blame squarely for India’s
complacency, it is our external intelli-
gence agencies as well as defence intel-
ligence agencies which have boots on the
ground in Ladakh. In a sense, it is an un-
forgivable repetition of Kargil, and espe-
cially inexplicable in an age of satellites
and images and photographs beamed
regularly from space. The difference be-
tween Kargil and the Galwan Valley is
that the adversary is not a bumbling
Pakistan but a wily China.

InDepsang (2013), India taught ales-
son to China and China withdrew com-
pletely. In Doklam (Bhutan, 2017), China
learned a valuable lesson about India’s
strengths and weaknesses. India cele-
brated the withdrawal of some Chinese
troops from the tri-junction, but meekly
acquiesced in the structures built by
China on the Doklam plateau, and the
Chinese are ensconced till date in the
Doklam plateau!

MR MoDI's ERROR
The Chinese are applying the Doklam

lesson to the Galwan Valley and will,

eventually, apply it to Pangong Tso and
the area between Finger 4 (the LAC ac-
cording to China) and Finger 8 (the LAC
according to India). There was an oppor-
tunity to avoid the Galwan Valley loss.
Immediately after the Corps
Commanders-level negotiations on June
6, Mr Modi should have dialled Mr Xiand
persuaded Mr Xi to agree to a common
readout by both sides endorsing the out-
come of the negotiations. Maybe the
tragedy of June 15-16 would not have
happened. It was a grave error on the part
of Mr Modi.

Mr Modi’s dream that the 21st cen-
tury will be a China-India led Asian cen-
tury is practically over. It is obvious that
Mr Modi did not take a correct measure
of Mr Xi. Whether Mr Xi took a correct
measure of Mr Modi is a matter of spec-
ulation. The two leaders cannot be close
friends again. They can still do business
and sign one-step-at-a-time agreements
in the manner that Mr Narasimha Rao,
Mr Vajpayee and Dr Manmohan Singh
did with their counterparts in China and
keep the peace on the 4,056-kilometre
border that includes the LAC.

Itis certain that there will be no more
‘summits’ or ‘swings'. It will be just hard-
nosed negotiations. It will be useful for
Mr Modi to remember what Saint
Thiruvalluvar said over 2,000 years ago:
“Fate’s strength, one’s strength, the adver-
sary’s strength, allies’ strength, weigh all
these and decide your course of action”
(Kural 471).

inside A~ =

TRACK  ‘ier®h
COOMIKAPOOR _ el

RIDING HIGH, BUT RIDER

IN MODI 1.0, Rajnath Singh was fairly in-
visible though he held the key Home
Affairs portfolio and was the senior-most
Cabinet minister. Arun Jaitley was usually
inthe spotlight on government issues and
Amit Shah on the political front. At the start
of Modi 2.0, Amit Shah as Home Minister
projected a larger than life image. But in
February this year, Shah seemed to have
gone on a temporary hiatus and Singh did
most of the talking on behalf of the gov-
ernment, whether on the lockdown, the
migrant problem, the India-China con-
frontation or India-Nepal relations.
Political observers were surprised that
Singh was even included in the Group of
Ministers on the Covid-19 crisis. By virtue
of his seniority, Singh automatically
chaired the key committee, though epi-
demic management falls under the Home
Ministry. Singh may be politically far more
relevant today than before, but the danger
of being pushed upwards is that he can
also be a convenient scapegoat.

PAWARFUL RUMBLINGS

THE outsourcing of the administration
of Maharashtra to bureaucrats by Chief
Minister Uddhav Thackeray has infuri-
ated his alliance partners and some in his
party. The CM is seldom to be seen at his
office or official residence, and is not
available on the phone after 11 pm. He
clears files only after the Chief Secretary’s
approval. Frustrated Congress state lead-
ers may make the most noise but the
man to watch is Sharad Pawar. The NCP
leader has objected more than once to
the CM’s overcautious bureaucratic ap-
proach. For instance, the CM wanted to
delay the resumption of domestic flights
to Mumbai, hence the contradictory
messages emanating from Mumbai to
airlines for the first two days after flights
started. While Pawar believes the only
way to revive the economy is to lift the
lockdown, Thackeray favours the bu-
reaucracy’s pleas for a more gradual re-
turn to normalcy. Thackeray’s lack of po-
litical leadership is seen in his inability
to engage with Mumbai’s industry,
which should have played a major role
inorganising relief and healthcare. After
the Nisarga cyclone, Thackeray went on
a single aerial survey of Raigad district,
while the 79-year old Pawar, a cancer
survivor, made a gruelling road trip of the
devastated region.

CRYING WOLF

Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot’s
operation ‘Wolf Wolf’, where he carted
Congress MLAs to the ] W Marriott resort,
Jaipur, for over aweek was not because he
feared a threat from the BJP in engineer-
ing defections and sabotaging the election
of the Congress’s two Rajya Sabha candi-
dates. Unlike Gujarat and Madhya Pradesh,
where the Congress is vulnerable, the
numbers in Rajasthan are stacked squarely
in favour of the Congress. There are 126
MLAs, 107 from the Congress alone, sup-
porting the government. The Congress
needed just 101 votes for both its Rajya
Sabha candidates to romp home. Gehlot
laid out an elaborate game plan — sum-
moningall party MLAs to the Shiv Vilas ho-
tel on the pretext that he was holding a
meeting; keeping the MLAs there
overnight; and the next day sending them
home to pack their clothes as he was send-
ing them on a week’s sojourn. If Gehlot
was truly suspicious of his MLAs he was
hardly likely to have given them advance
notice! The drama was orchestrated by
Gehlot simply to paint himself as the
Congress saviour with the Delhi high com-
mand and undercut his rival, Deputy CM
Sachin Pilot, by insinuating disloyalty.

WHAT’S IN A NAME

IAS officer V K Pandian has been Odisha
Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik’s right-hand
man since 2011 when he was his private
secretary. Pandian, infact, is so powerful that
heisoften described as the de-factoruler of
the state. But the middle-rank IAS officer
could not have remained alowly PS forever.
He was promoted to the post of secretary
last year and given the fanciful designation
of ‘Secretary of 5 Ts'. The Ts stand for
Transparency, Team Work, Technology,
Timeliness and Transformation. A worka-
holic, Pandian starts his day at 4 am and
keeps an eye on the functioning of all min-
istries on the ground as this falls within the
ambit of his work description. He sits in at
all major government meetings and does
most of the talking,

AGE NO BAR

Members of Delhi’s prestigious India
International Centre were delighted to
learn that the centre was re-opening after
the lockdown. The elderly members who
consider themselves the Capital’s intellec-
tual elite often spend the entire day brows-
ing the library or holding addas over tea,
coffee and snacks. But the re-opening came
witharider. Those over 65 were advised to
stay home. The mean age of the members
isaround 60. Take, for example, the IIClife-
time trustees. Soli Sorabjee is 90, NN Vohra,
84,Kapila Vatsyayan, 91, BN Srikrishna, 79,
and Shyam Saranis 73.It was subsequently
made clear that the age restriction was
merely an advisory.
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‘I miss the cameras, smell
of sets, can’t wait to return’

IN MARCH this year, I was shooting in
South Africa for my film Kakababur
Protyaborton. It was a big unit, around 35-
40 people. Around March 15, as informa-
tion about the coronavirus started flow-
ingin, our team grew tense. In the next48
hours, the world changed — flights were
stopped, lockdowns were imposed, there
was a lot of uncertainty. We somehow
managed tickets to return to India on
March 19, and the entire crew was put in
14-day home quarantine.

I shifted to the fourth floor of my house
in Kolkata and did not meet anybody. My
food was sent to me by lift. 1 was doing the
dishes and all other chores on my own. [
am not somebody who spends a lot of
time on the phone, but I tried. Iwould talk
to my family, my son, who had returned
from abroad too, through video calls. At
times, [ got very lonely, even upset, [ only
had my phone.

After 14 days, when I came down from
the fourth floor of my house, it felt like I
was returning from an exile. By then, both
our Chief Minister and the Prime Minister
had announced the lockdown, and since
then it has definitely not been a holiday,
especially with the crisis continuing to un-
fold around the world.

I have started waking up late. Waking
up early and being at home made the days
too long. To change my
sleep cycle, after finishing
work I now watch shows on
Netflix till 4-5 in the morn-
ing. When I wake up late,
the evening comes sooner.
It feels like the day has
ended. Many people in my

In Bengal, filming of
television shows has
begun. Film shoots,
however, will take
some time since we

After three months, shooting is on for a Bengali TV show in Kolkata. Partha Paul

ager to my sister, who looks at the busi-
ness side of my production company,
everybody has come together in this dif-
ficult time to make the situation ‘normal’.
The time at home has also made me re-
alise what is important. I have started fo-
cusing on my health, reading scripts
which have been lying around for long,
and discussing ideas with
my team.

Oneday, I gota call from
Mr Amitabh Bachchan to
be a part of a ‘made-at-
home’ short film, Family, to
spread awareness about
the importance of staying

team also feel the same  ,pelinked to cinema &t home during t.he coron-
way. They want to make avirus pandemic. Actors
their days shorter. halls — malls have such as  Mohanlal,

Along with the Covid-19 opened but not Rajinikanth were part of it.
crisis, my state is also TeCOV-  (heatres. An d, even [ agre;ed to dq it. I realised
ering from the devastation . that in such times people
caused by cyclone Amphan. if cinema halls Open,  have expectations from us,
We are ﬁghting backallof will crowdsrushto  from .celebriti.es. While
this, but it is not a healthy buv ticket 9 shooting the videos from
situation. Even our mental uy tickets again: our homes, all of us spoke

state is not very healthy.
Everybody is trying to do their best for oth-
ers, but there are limitations

After my shoot in South Africa, I was
supposed to start a film with Shiboprosad
Mukherjee and Nandita Das. And then,
from April, Iwas slated to work on a Hindi
series by Vikramaditya Motwane (director
of Sacred Games, Udaan). It was animpor-
tant project for me, but we can’t shoot
now. However, we are trying to keep the
wheels turning. From my personal man-

about how grateful we
were for getting a chance to act, to be part
of a shoot, even if it was in front of a mo-
bile phone. Later, as part of an idea con-
ceptualised by our CM, Mamata Banerjee,
I shot a song to help raise funds for junior
technicians of our film industry.

The entertainment industry across the
world is going through a tough time. Films
are made with large crews and are consid-
ered successful only when a large crowd
watchesit in the theatres. Unless there is a

miracle, no one can say with certainty
when that will happen. Butyes, we have to
fight back. In Bengal, the silver lining is that
filming of television shows has begun. Film
shoots, however, will take some time since
we are directly linked to cinema halls —
malls have opened but not theatres. And,
even if cinema halls open their gates, will
large crowds rush to buy tickets again?

During the lockdown, online streaming
platforms and web series have gained more
popularity. They have a lot of potential and
many international companies are now
coming to India to set up OTT platforms.
This has also given a platform to many tal-
ented actors and technicians. Having said
that, cinema will stay. It has a special magic
whichunfolds on the big screen. It cannot be
compared towatching contentinisolation.

As television shoots resume in Bengal,
for the first time in India there has been
an insurance guarantee for actors and
technicians. Talks are now on for insur-
ance coverage in films too. As per our Chief
Minister’s instructions, we can begin
shooting any time and I can’t wait to re-
turn. I miss the smell of the set, the cam-
era, my co-actors, technicians, my make-
up van. For the past 38 years, [ have spent
all my time with these people, in those
surroundings. I need to get back to them,
to my audience.

The author is a National Award-winning
actor, director and producer from West
Bengal. He has been part of over 300 films.

As told to Amitava Chakraborty

Out of
MYMIND
MEGHNAD DESAI

IN THE second millennium of the
Common Era, England and France fought
each other off and on for 800 years —
across the English Channel, in Europe, in
India, and North America. The result was
a draw, though each thinks it won. Then,
in the twentieth century, they made
Entente Cordiale — analliance which has
stayed for a hundred years and more.
India and China have been in stand-off
hostility since the late 1950s when India
discovered the Chinese incursion into
Aksai Chin, ‘aregion where not a blade of

India vs China: No

grass grew’ as Jawaharlal Nehru told the
Lok Sabha, hoping to avoid conflict. His at-
tempts at negotiating with Zhou Enlai
failed. The nation wanted Nehru to act. He
gave orders to the Army to throw the
Chinese out. We know the result.

India and China are the two oldest
civilisations in Asia, the only two in the
world which have lasted four millennia
or more. They were never at war with
each other until 60 years ago. You could
blame foreigners — the British — for pro-
voking this division. It was the move by
British Raj in the first decade of the last
century which made Tibet cede territory
to British India. China refused to sign the

Indo-Tibet Treaty.
N

India’s territorial boundaries were
drawn by the British. Before Partition, the
Durand line in the Northwest and the
McMahon line in the North, and then the
Radcliffe lines in the west and in Bengal
in 1947. All our borders have foreign
names. What India’s borders were before
the British Rule was confirmed in 1857, no
one knows.

China has a different history. It had a
single State — the Chinese Empire through
the 20 century, and even some centuries
before, but with breaks. The last rulers
were foreign but settled down somewhat
like the Mughals. In the 17th century, India
and China were the two most prosperous
countries, with China a single Empire.

China’s defeat by the British in the
Opium wars forced them to concede ar-
eas in their port cities to Western Powers
as concessions which they resented. China
had to cede Hong Kong to the British.
Tibet went autonomous.

Since China threw over the Manchu
rulers and had its own government in
1911, it has wanted to regain its lost terri-
tory. Chiang Kai-shek refused to recognise
the Indo-Tibet Treaty. When Nehru con-
vened the Asian Relations Conference in
1946, the Chinese delegation refused to
sitif the Tibet delegation was recognised.
There was no difference between
Chiang and Mao.

This is a long battle, normally dor-

easy solutions

mant but occasionally flaring up. There
is no solution which will satisfy both
sides as each nation thinks the disputed
territory belongs to it. India cannot
suffer loss of territory any more than it
has already lost, including what Pakistan
has given away from its occupied bit
of Kashmir.

The Chinese feel that two centuries
since the Opium war signalled its decline,
itis now a powerful nation. It wants to be
on top, the Middle Earth — as it believes
it was. India never was a single Empire;
not even the Mughals ruled over all of it.

There is no conceivable solution to this
problem. India must defend its own peo-
ple as much as territory.

Fifth
COLUMN
TAVLEEN SINGH

Twitter @tavleen singh _

Questions,
questions,
questions

AS A soldier’s daughter, one of my most
vivid childhood memories is of the war with
Chinain 1962. In boarding school, we were
infused with patriotism and so spent our
free time knitting socks for the troops and
making cards to send them. But when
came home to the Army station in which
my father was posted, all |heard was angry
talkabout how the political leadership had
betrayed our soldiers. They were sent to war
without proper clothing, boots or weapons.
And, in the ordnance factories, | remember
hearing, they were producing coffee perco-
lators instead of ammunition. I did not
know much about Jawaharlal Nehru then,
but remember that after his China war he
was very unpopularin the Army stations of
my childhood.

Buried memories came back last week
when 20 of our soldiers were beaten to
death by Chinese thugs in the desolate
heights of the Galwan Valley. The Modi gov-
ernment has not been able so far to fully ex-
plain why our soldiers were unprepared for
what the Chief Minister of Punjab has cor-
rectly described as a ‘stone age’ battle. From
the Army we have heard nothing and the
silence of the Defence Minister has been
deafening. But, the Minister for External
Affairs tells us that our soldiers were not un-
armed. They chose not to use their weapons
while being clubbed to death with ironrods
clad in barbed wire. This explanation is
bizarre because even an amateurwould use
his weaponif he was being beaten to death.
These men were trained soldiers.

It is for military experts to investigate
whatreally happened. For my part,Iwant to
concentrate on the manner in which this
ugly episode was handled politically. This
needs analysis because in more ways than
one, the manner in which the political fall-
out has been handled has been disastrous.
When opposition leaders and the media
started to question what happened on the
border, the first responders came not from
the government but from the BJP. They ap-
peared on primetime TV shows to de-
nounce as traitors anyone who dared ask
questions about what happened on the bor-
der. This is a time for nationalism, they
hollered, not a time for ‘anti-nationalism’.

This is an old playbook that has been
used so often since Narendra Modi’s second
termbegan that it hasbecome tattered and
useless. Nationalism as defined in this play-
book means not questioning anything that
the government does. To question Modi
personally amounts to treason, because in
the view of those who wrote this playbook,
the nation and the Prime Minister are syn-
onymous. Instead of fielding arrogant BJP
spokesmen it would have been wiser to
field those who are actually responsible for
the defence of this country. Where was the
Chief of Defence Staff? Where was the
Army Chief? Where was the National
Security Advisor? We should hear from
them because from them we might get
what really happened instead of silly lec-
tures on ‘nationalism’.

We should also hear from the Prime
Minister. So far, we have seen him grieve
publicly for the dead while solemnly chant-
ing ‘Om Shanti’. He needs to tell us much
more. Are we on the verge of another war
with China? Are Chinese soldiers still occu-
pying Indian territory? Is it true that Indian
soldiers remain in Chinese custody? What
is our future strategy? These are questions
towhichonly he has answers since he runs
his government ina highly centralised fash-
ion from the PMO. He also conducts foreign
policyina highly personalised way,and has
chosentoinvestagreatdeal of capital in his
friendship with Xi Jinping. There is no other
world leader he has met more often since
becoming prime minister.

Whenever there have been tensions
with Pakistan, the Prime Minister has been
vocal, aggressive and assured. When the
Indian Air Force conducted its strike on
Balakot it was from Modi that the country
heard the details. He went to the extent of
saying that he personally ordered the strike
ona ‘cloudy night’ because he believed that
this would help our fighter pilots fly under
theradar. Inthe election campaign that fol-
lowed immediately afterwards, Balakot be-
came his symbol for being a tough,
decisive leader.

This time the Prime Minister has been
unusually reticent, but those ‘proud to be
followed by Modi’ on Twitter have not. Like
the BJP spokesmen they have hurled abuse
at anyone who has dared ask questions
about why 20Indian soldiers were killed so
brutally. If were to recount the number of
timesIhave been called atraitorinresponse
to the questions I have asked about the
Galwan massacre, [ would have to write a
whole separate column. Does the Prime
Minister realise the damage that his sup-
porters are doing to him?

What is more important is for him to
understand that when the country appears
to be teetering on the edge of another war
with China, it is not ‘anti-national’ to ask
questions. The opposite is true. Two men
who have asked exactly the questions that
need to be asked by patriots and true na-
tionalists are the Chief Minister of Punjab
and another ex-soldier, Lieutenant General
HSPanag(retd).[am willing to bet that the
questions they asked last week are being
asked in Army towns across India.
When soldiers are battered to death, ques-
tions will be asked.
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Captain Brett Crozier
was commander of the
USS Theodore Roosevelt

USA

Navy reverses
movetoreinstate
virus-hitaircraft

carrier's captain

Washington: In a reversal,
the Navy on Friday
scrapped its recommenda-
tion to reinstate Captain
Brett Crozier and instead
upheld a decision to fire
him from his command of
a coronavirus-stricken air-
craft carrier where he be-
came a hero to his crew.
The Navy said an in-depth
investigation showed that
Crozier, despite imploring
top brass to do more to
safeguard his sailors, had
himself failed to do enough
to try to halt the spread of
the coronavirus. It eventu-
ally infected more than
1,200 personnel aboard the
Theodore Roosevelt, killing
one of them.

USA

Tennessee
lawmakers pass
Billto ban abortion

aftersixweeks

TENNESSEE LAWMAKERS
passed one of the tightest
abortion restrictions in the
country on Friday, banning
the procedure once a fetal
heartbeat is detected at
around sixweeks, whichisof-
ten before a woman realises
she is pregnant. The “heart-
beat” bill follows a wave of
similar strict anti-abortion
measures passed by
Republican-majority legisla-
tures in an effort to prompt
the US Supreme Court to
overturn Roe v Wade, the
landmark 1973 case that guar-
antees a woman’s constitu-
tional right to abortion. In the
last two years, federal judges
have struck down “fetal heart-
beat” laws banning abortion
after six weeks in several
states on the grounds that
they were unconstitutional.

BRITAIN
Mayor promises to
protect Leicester’s
Gandhi statue

London: The mayor of the
city of Leicester has commit-
ted to protecting the statue
of Mahatma Gandbhi in the
heart of the central England
city,asanonline petition cre-
ated to save the under-threat
monument attracted over
6,000 signatures. Peter
Soulsby confirmed his sup-
port for the monument as
the city’s “great pride” in his
response toaletter from for-
mer Indian-origin Leicester
East MP Keith Vaz, who has
been leading a campaign
ever since an online petition
called for the statue’s re-
moval last week.

BRITAIN CONSIDERS EASING SOCIAL DISTANCING RULES

Brazil infections cross 1 mn

KENMORITSUGU
&JILLLAWLESS
BEIJING, JUNE 20

CHINA'S CAPITAL recorded a fur-
ther drop in coronavirus cases
amid tightened containment
measures, while Brazil sur-
passed 1 million confirmed in-
fections, second only to the US.

Europe, in contrast, continues
to emerge warily from lockdown,
with hard-hit Britain considering
easing social distancing rules to
make it easier for restaurants,
pubs and schools to reopen.

Officials reported 22 new
cases in Beijing on Saturday,
along with five others elsewhere
in China. There were no new
deaths and 308 people remained
hospitalized for treatment.

South Korea recorded 67
new cases, the largest 24-hour
increase in about three weeks.
Most of them come from the
densely populated Seoul area,
where about half of the country’s
51 million people reside. Many
cases have been linked to expo-
sure in nightlife outlets.

The head of the World Health
Organization said Friday that the
pandemic is “accelerating” and
that more than 150,000 cases
were reported the day before.

Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus told reporters in
Geneva that nearly half of the

A CONCERT FOR THE QUARANTINED: A group of musicians playing Samba offered a small
concert to the residents of Rio’s Turano favela, most of whom remain quarantined to curb
the spread of Covid-19. Residents could watch the performance from their windows,

balconies or via internet. AP

newly reported cases were from
the Americas.

Brazil's Health Ministry said
the totalnumber of cases had risen
by more than 50,000 from the pre-
viousday. President Jair Bolsonaro
still downplays the risks of the
virus after nearly 50,000 fatalities
inthree months, saying the impact
of socialisolation on Brazil'secon-
omy could be more deadly.

The new coronavirus has in-
fected more than 8.5 million
people worldwide and killed
more than 454,000. AP

US Dept of Justice
tries to oust attorney
probing Trump allies,
but he refusesto g

NATHANLAYNE &
SARAHNLYNCH
WASHINGTON, JUNE 20

A TOP US federal prosecutor
whose office has been investigat-
ing President Donald Trump’s
personal lawyer, Rudolph Giuliani,
on Friday refused to step down af-
ter the administration abruptly
said it was replacing him.

Attorney General William
Barr, in a surprise late-night an-
nouncement, said the US Attorney
in Manhattan, Geoffrey Berman,
was stepping down and that he
would nominate Securities and
Exchange Commission Chairman
JayClayton to take Berman'’s spot.

Berman, wholeadsa powerful
office known for prosecuting high-
profile terrorism cases, Wall Street
financial crimes and government
corruption, said he first learned of
the move from Barr’s pressrelease
and would not go quietly.

“I have not resigned, and
have no intention of resigning
my position,” Berman said in a
statement. “I will step down
when a presidentially appointed
nominee is confirmed by the
Senate. Until then, our investiga-
tions will move forward without
delay or interruption.”

Since being appointed in
January 2018, Berman has not
shied from taking on figures in
Trump’s orbit. His office oversaw
the prosecution of Michael Cohen,
Trump’s former personal lawyer,
indicted two Giuliani associates
and launched a probe into Giuliani
in connection with his efforts to
digupdirton Trump’s political ad-
versaries in Ukraine. REUTERS

Geoffrey S Berman

EXPLAINED

[
Crisis after unusual
appointment

GEOFFREY BERMAN, the fed-
eral prosecutor in Manhattan,
was appointed to the post on
aninterim basis by then A-G
Jeff Sessions in 2018.
Although he was a Trump
pick, the President never offi-
cially sent his nomination to
the Senate for confirmation,
whichis how federal prosecu-
tors are usually appointed.
After 120 days as interim US
Attorney, Berman’s appoint-
ment was made permanent
by the US District Court for
the Southern District of New
York. Refusing to quit despite
A-GBarr’s announcement,
Berman pointed out that he
couldn’t be fired by the
President as he wasn't ap-
pointed by the President, and
that he would remain in office
until another nominee was
confirmed by the Senate.

Indian crew stranded on cruise
ships appeal for repatriation

London: Hundreds of Indian
crew aboard cruise ships docked
on the UK coast have appealed
for repatriation to India amid the
ongoing coronavirus lockdown.

The All India Seafarer and
General Workers Union claims
thataround 1,500 crew members
from India have been stranded at
UK ports across these ships.

“This is regarding 164 crew

members stranded Indian citizens
on the vessel MV Astoria,” notes a
letter from the union addressed to
the External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar, in reference to one of
the vessels.

“Inthis pandemic coronavirus
outbreak, our Indian citizens stuck
in foreign waters from past 90
days,and need help,” notes thelet-
ter dated June 16.PTI
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“The climate and sustainability crisis is not a fair
crisis. The ones who'll be hit hardest from its
consequences are often the ones who have done
the least to cause the problem in the first place.”
— GRETA THUNBERG, 17-year-old climate activist

China unveils details of new
security law for Hong Kong

Beijing to have sweeping powers over enforcing new law

YEWLUNTIAN &
GREG TORODE
BEIJING, HONG KONG, JUNE 20

CHINA WILL have overarching
powers over the enforcement of
a new national security law in
Hong Kong, according to details
released on Saturday that sig-
nalled the deepest change to the
city’s way of life since it returned
to Chinese rule in 1997.

The planned law has alarmed
foreign governments as well as
democracy activists in Hong
Kong, who were already con-
cerned that Bejjingis eroding the
high degree of autonomy granted
to the territory when it was
handed over from British rule.

According to details released
by the official Xinhua news
agency, Hong Kong will establish
a local national security council
to enforce the legislation, headed
by the city’s leader Carrie Lam
and supervised and guided by a
new central government com-
mission created by Beijing. A
mainland adviser will also siton
the new Hong Kong body.

Lam will also have the power
toappointjudges to hear casesre-
lated to national security, an un-
precedented move likely to un-
nerve some investors, diplomats
and business leaders in the city.

Currently senior judges allo-
cate judicial rosters up through
Hong Kong’s independent judi-
cial system.

“From these initial details, this
new law presents unprecedented

Hong Kong activist Joshua Wong announces his plan to run
in the upcoming Legislative Council elections. AP

HONG KONG will establish
alocal national security
council to enforce the
legislation, headed by the
city’s leader Carrie Lam and
supervised and guided by a
new central government
commission created by
Beijing, according details of
the new legislation.

NEW LOCAL police and

NEW NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL, POLICE UNITS

prosecution units will be
set up to investigate and to
enforce the law, backed by
mainland security and
intelligence officers
deployed to Beijing’s new
commission.

LAM WILL also have the
power to appoint judges to
hear casesrelated to
national security.

legal questions that we will have
to confront in coming years,”
Simon Young, abarrister and pro-
fessor at the University of Hong
Kong’s law school, told Reuters.

Young said he was troubled by
the apparent “broad supremacy”
of the new law over current and
future Hong Kong laws.

Officials in Beijing and Hong

ANOTHER CONFEDERATE STATUE GOES DOWN

The statue of Albert Pike, which is the only statue of a Confederate general in the US capital, was toppled by protesters and set
on fire in Washington early Saturday. It comes as the US observed Juneteenth, the day marking the end of slavery in the
United States, amid continuing anti-racism demonstrations following the death of George Floyd in Minneapolis. AP

Judge denies Trump bid to block Bolton book

REUTERS
WASHINGTON, JUNE 20

AUS judge on Saturday denied a
request by the Trump administra-
tion for an injunction to block
publication of abook by President
Donald Trump’s former national
security adviser John Bolton that
alleges the president sought
China’s help to win re-election.
“While Bolton’s unilateral
conduct raises grave national se-
curity concerns, the government
has not established that an in-
junction is an appropriate rem-

Bolton was criticised by the
judge, who said he ‘gambled
with the national security’

edy,” US District Judge Royce
Lamberth said in his ruling.
The administration had

sought a temporary restraining
order and preliminary injunction
against the publication of The
Room Where It Happened: A
White House Memoir, saying it
contained classified information
and threatened national security.

The book, scheduled to hit
stores Tuesday, is already in the
hands of media organisations.

“Defendant Bolton has gam-
bled with the national security of
the United States. He has exposed
his country to harm and himself
to civil (and potentially criminal)
liability,” the judge wrote.

But he said an injunction

would be too late to stem the
harm. “With hundreds of thou-
sands of copies around the globe
—many in newsrooms — the
damage is done,” Lamberth
said.In a tweet shortly after the
decision was released, Trump
lashed out at Bolton. “He must
pay avery big price for this, as oth-
ers have before him,” Trump said.
Trump drew some solace
from the judge’s rebuke of Bolton.
“BIG COURT WIN against
Bolton. Obviously, with the book
already given out and leaked to
many people and the media,”
Trump tweeted. REUTERS

Kong have sought toreassure in-
vestors that the law will not
erode the city’s autonomy, insist-
ing it will target only a minority
of “troublemakers”.

Xinhuasaid humanrightsand
freedom of speech and assembly
would be protected, echoing pre-
vious comments by authoritiesin
Beijingand Hong Kong. REUTERS

Shooting in
Seattle protest
zone leaves 1
dead, 1 injured

LISABAUMANN
SEATTLE, JUNE 20

ONE PERSON was killed and an-
other was in critical condition
in a pre-dawn shooting in
Seattle’s protest zone, authori-
ties said Saturday.

The shooting happened at
about 3 am in the area near
downtown known as CHOP,
which stands for “Capitol Hill
Occupied Protest” zone, police
said in a statement on Twitter.

Seattle Police Sgt. Lauren
Truscott told The Seattle Times
that she didn’t know whether
police had taken anyone into
custody and that she had noim-
mediate details about how the
shooting unfolded.

Investigators were reviewing
reviewing public-source video
and body-camera video for clues
and authorities planned to dis-
close more information about
the shooting later, Truscott said.

Two males with gunshot
wounds arrived in a private ve-
hicle at Harborview Medical
Center atabout 3 am, said hospi-
tal spokesperson Susan Gregg.
One died and the other one was
in critical condition in the inten-
sive care unit.

Protesters have cordoned off
several blocks near a police sta-
tion in Seattle’s Capitol Hill
neighborhood in the wake of
demonstrations against police
violence since the police killing
of George Floyd in Minneapolis
several weeks ago. Police have
largely retreated from the zone
after clashes with protesters
ended with people throwing
things at police and police tear
gassing people and using other
crowd control munitions. AP

‘CoviD’ CASKET ELIMINATES PRECIOUS WOODS, DETAILED CARVINGS AND GLASS PANES IN FAVOUR OF FAST-TO-PRODUCE PLAIN BOX

Chileans mass producing caskets to deal with coronavirus onslaught

EVAVERGARA
SANTIAGO, JUNE 20

NICOLAS BERGERIE'S family has
been making coffins for four gen-
erations, with barely any alter-
ation. But when he saw the coro-
navirus ravaging Europe, he
decided toroll outanew product.

The “COVID” is a casket that
eliminates precious woods, de-
tailed carvings and glass view-
ing panes in favor of a plain box
of cheaper wood that is fast to
produce in quantity. It's the per-

fect product for Chile, which has
become a hot spot for the virus
despite aggressive government
measures to control its spread.

On Friday, Chile’s 230,000
cases made it ninth in the world
in the number of confirmed coro-
navirus infections, despite its rel-
atively small population of fewer
than 19 million people. With more
than 5,000 new cases reported on
a typical day, next week Chile is
expected to passItaly in the ranks
of most-infected countries.

With more than 4,000 dead
in Chile, Bergerie’s business,

Bergut Funeral Services, has seen
its orders boom. He said the
workshop is making 100 coffins
a week, double the pre-pan-
demic number, although the
cheaper caskets mean his in-
come has dropped by half.

“We looked at the interna-
tional experience and we started
to turn out more coffins because
we understood what was com-
ing,” said Manuel Gonzalez, the
head of the workshop.

The Chilean government re-
ported 252 deaths Friday, the high-
estnumber since thevirus thatcan

A production line of coffins at the Bergut Funeral Services in
Santiago, Chile. AP

cause COVID-19diseasearrived in
Chile in early March. Most infec-
tionsand deaths are concentrated
in the capital, Santiago.

The true scale of the outbreak
goes far beyond the official num-
bers — Chile is daily carrying out
as many as 20,000 virus tests,
and about 30% are coming back
positive, a strong sign that many
infections have gone undetected.

Officials admit their effort to
battle the virus is falling short,
particularly in tracing and isolat-
ing those who come into contact
with infected people.

The pandemic has pushed the
Chilean medical system close to
collapse — intensive-care unitsin
Santiago are at 96% of capacity,
and thatis only because dozens of
patients have been sent to re-
gional hospitals to ease the bur-
den on those in the capital.

The coronavirus was brought
to Chile by well-off travelers who
vacationed in Europe. Chilean of-
ficials in April replaced a strict
quarantine of several wealthy
neighborhoods of Santiago with
astring of constantly shifting clo-
sures in neighbourhoods

throughout the city.

“For a short while we had a
window of opportunity,” said
Pablo Villalobos, a public health
researcher at Harvard and adviser
to the World Health Organization.
“It was a lost opportunity.”

Thevirus started spreading vir-
tually uncontrolled through
Santiagoat the start of May, helped
by officials’ refusal to shut down
public transport. “The government
did not take the necessary restric-
tive measures,” said Claudio
Castillo, a public health expert at
the University of Chile. AP
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How will the pandemic change the city?

Shiny Varghese

HINK OF a city that has a skin
that can inflate and deflate,
depending on the number of
peopleit needs to accommo-
date. A house that can be
lifted ona crane and perched
on skyscrapers and detached when your
work in the city is done. What if a city can
hang off an airship and land overnight in a
place, with a kit of moveable parts? Inthe late
1960s, when modernism was making chunky
cubes of houses for people to live in and grids
forurban layouts, a group of six British archi-
tects came together to form Archigram. They
began with a single-page magazine that was
filled with collages, poems and visuals of
utopian possibilities of a city — flexible, mo-
bile and adaptable. The group would chal-
lenge generations of architects to build,
dream and envision possible futures. Though
Archigram never built any city and critics
called them out for their assumption that the
earth had endless resources, many of their
ideas seem to have found their way into our
everyday, from escalators to monorails.

The novel coronavirus pandemic and the
lockdowns that were put in place across the
world to tackle it pose questions about the
future of urban living. In India, among the
images seared into public memory are those
of crowds cheering on balconies of towering
apartments and private homes, and that of
workers streaming out of cities, walking hun-
dreds of kilometres to their homes. Some of
“us”, forwhom home remained a safe place,
raised the drawbridges, switched on our
WiFi and disconnected from the outside. We
created islands for ourselves within our
homes, while the migrant worker moved out
of his dwelling place.

“Today it’s the pandemic, tomorrow it
could be anintense heat wave or a global cli-
mate crisis. Confined living will become the
way forward,” says Thiruvananthapuram-
based urban designer and architect Manoj
Kumar Kini. A possible future model, he says,
lies in the example of Arcosanti.

Sometime in the 1970s, Italian architect
Paolo Soleri planned a future city that would
meld ecology and architecture. In the Arizona
desert, he envisioned the utopian metropolis,
Arcosanti. Its ribbed vaults allowed ample
light and air to filter into spaces, and encour-
aged a sense of community. One could walk
to the office or workshop, compost with one’s
neighbour or walk out of one’s house into the
thick of cultural action. While it had its faults,
be it the people who lived there or the un-
adaptability of the structure, it offered a
worldview that could change the way we live.

Closer home, Auroville near Puducherry
aimed to be a place with “a new conscious-
ness”, with like-minded people from all over
the world making it their home. “In the fu-
ture, urban living could be like something
between an apartment and a township like
Dwarka in Delhi, where compact living will
be the norm, with people choosing to walk,
cycle or take public transport, because dis-
tance will compress. We will travel less, have
asmaller ecological footprint, and have more
time with family,” says Kini.

Could buildings of the future be about
empathy, about an architect who “places
himself/herself in the role of a future dweller
and tests the validity of the ideas through this
imaginative exchange of roles and personal-
ities?” asks Finnish architect and thinker
Juhani Pallasmaa in the book Architecture and
Empathy (Peripheral Projects; 2015). Will
buildings become a shared resource? Can a
university and a corporate office be in the
same campus? Can government administra-
tion and cultural centres coexist? “Maybe it
will open up spaces in the city, between
building and non-building, where designers
and architects will need to intervene to revi-
talise, renovate, and renew. We will have to
getoff our Autocads and get our hands dirty.
Just the way you now want a hairdresser to
come home, people might want an architect
to come home and use what they have to
build anew, since money and building re-
sources will be hard to come by,” says archi-
tect Moulshri Joshi of the Delhi-based firm
Space Matters.

“Until now, we were aware of those who
lived on pavements, in slums and chawls and
overcrowded small apartments. But we did-
n'trealise there is another lot of people who
live in corridors, garages, attics, mezzanines,
and loftsin every city,and their numbers are
staggering. When the city turns its back on
them, where can they go?” says architectand
habitat professional Kirtee Shah, who lives

in Ahmedabad.

For the poor migrant to the city, thereisa
place called home in the village and a city
where he earns his daily bread. “For some,
the homeisa ‘resort’ but for those who don’t
have that privilege, the city was their home.
It gave them certainty. What does it mean to
not have that in a lockdown? There are no
easy answers, but we need to think of ideas
of care and how we can create those spaces
inour cities. How can we create different lev-
els of communities and what will those
spaces be?” says Mumbai-based architect
and urbanist Rupali Gupte.

Inarecent letter to Praveen Pardeshi, for-
mer municipal commissioner of Mumbai,
Shah offered suggestions for handling the
slum crisis in the city. From using vacant
houses and unsold inventory in housing for
migrants and using rooftops of public build-
ings to create temporary housing stock, Shah
pushed for more dignified dwelling units.

He recounts his keynote address at the
opening of the “State of Housing” exhibition in
Mumbai in 2018. He asked an audience of
nearly a 100 people, a majority of them archi-
tects, if they had heard of Indira Awaas Yojana.
“Only a few hands went up. It was one of the

world’s biggest social housing projects, which
lasted nearly 30 years and built more than 20
million houses, but India’s architects barely
intervened. It speaks volumes about the dis-
connect architects have with society,” he says.

While architects design on a computer,
the drawings are executed by masons, car-
penters and unskilled labourers. “They are
the ones who convert our dreams into beau-
tiful projects. So I asked, ‘Since most of you
visit your sites at least every two weeks, how
many of you have seen the conditions in
which the workers live?’ Barely one hand
came up,” says Shah. “We need to rethink
and reshape our cities which are inhuman
and hostile to the people who build them.”

In the letter, Shah suggests renegotiating
terms with employers so that workers are
provided better places tolive. “... [It] could be
arented place in a slum redevelopment
colony, in an affordable low-income settle-
ment, in a slum where a family is willing to
rent a room, or in a liveable tent on a public
building terrace.”

The comfort of home for migrants is also

ILLUSTRATION: SUVAJIT DEY

the sense of security that comes from the
physical and figurative boundaries in a vil-
lage. Numerous migrants testified to the ur-
gent need of going home, even if it meant
starvation or death. “Homes in villages have
their own layering. The epidermis that holds
you in. You have the aangans (courtyards),
and within that the public threshold, and then
within them bigger rooms, and then your
ownroom, your clothes, your body. Here, the
epidermis of life has always existed, which is
not affected by the commodities of the world.
With it comes immunity, when your food and
shelter is homegrown,” says Bengaluru-based
architect Varun Thautam, who conducts
workshops on handmade buildings. “Today,
in cities, we don’t know who grows our food
or where our water comes from. But staying
localis the only way forward,” he argues. Case
in point: the lockdown proved that the kirana
shop and the immediate neighbourhood was
equipped to handle most of our needs.

“Itis in a crisis that our true belonging to
aplace is revealed. We want to return to our
villages because our heart is at home,” says
Chennai-based architect-academic Durga-
nand Balsavar. He speaks of what he learnt
from his experiences of working with Sri

Lankan civil war refugees and those dis-
placed by the 2004 tsunami in
Nagapattinam, Tamil Nadu. Many of the Sri
Lankan women, for instance, were skilled at
weaving mats. Balsavar, with his team at
Artes-Human Settlements Development
Collaborative, encouraged them to use these
as partitions for their new homes. “That
should be the way forward for families re-
turning to their villages, too, during the lock-
down. None of them want anything free,
they are glad to engage their skills in a pro-
ductive manner. That is what we should be
doing, respecting dignity and pride in their
work,” he says.

Home is about identity and self-defini-
tion, an expression of belonging. While our
cities privilege privacy and gated elements
and also disconnection from the larger
masses, in our villages networks are cyclical
and form the basis of life. The city and its lack
of interdependency is what causes alien-
ation. Pratik Dhanmer of Design Jatra, a rural
research and architectural firm in Dahanu,
Maharashtra, speaks of how the layout of
houses in villages enhance interaction,
where verandahs face each other and chil-
dren are secure playing on the streets.

Balsavar recounts what he noticed in
Nagapattinam soon after the tsunami.
Several families had abandoned their newly-
built concrete-box shelters. These fine engi-
neered solutions for living put the kitchens at
the back of the house. The original homes
had the kitchens in the front, which enabled
women to talk among themselves, keep an
eye on their children playing on the street,
not to mention the excellent cross-ventila-
tion they afforded. However, in the new
homes, the kitchen was pushed to the back
of the house, which meant the women
worked in isolation, their front doors were
shut and the streets empty. “Theideaof aru-
ral home has many layers, which architects,
sociologists and engineers can learn from,”
says Balsavar.

While we rejoiced in employing our city
balconies as a stage for approval, with all the
bells and whistles, it has rarely become a site
for interaction all these years. It’s the park
view we seek and not the sense of commu-
nity. In fact, in many homes, balconies are
seen as obstacles in the way of carpet area.

Delhi-based architect Gautam Bhatia has
planned a design where the community is
not compromised. In cities where we privi-
lege privacy, what are the possible combina-
tions which allow for the public and the pri-
vate to come together? “Over the last couple
of decades, life has been going into lockdown
by itself. Within homes, too, entertainment
was becoming private and recreation was
gettingisolated. So, the idea of an apartment
that shares community values yet allows you
to keep your privacy is the aim. These would
be about 800-1,000 sq. ft houses, varying
from one-two bedrooms. The remaining
spaces are given over to the community, with
meeting rooms and games areas. The idea is
to force you out of your confinement. You
pay much less for private space and get more
shared space. You will be forced to go outinto
verandahs. Unlike high-end apartments that
are self-contained, where there is no sense
of sharing,” he says. There is the need to
change by-laws in our cities to accommodate
more public spaces and integrate all classes
to live side by side. The future, Bhatia says, is
in smaller homes and rental housing.

The coronavirus has exposed the artifi-
cial and abnormal in society, argues Delhi-
based Shuddhabrata Sengupta of Rags Media
Collective, which is curating the Yokohama
Triennale 2020. “There is an enormous
amount of resources spent to ensure that our
society is not democratic. Delhi, for instance,
is a lot about gated communities and large
resources are used to keep people out. We
are living in a highly artificially maintained
dystopia. Architects and urban designers can
show a new way and plan how our cities can
be for the next 100 years. But I don’t see them
coming together to demand a commitment
to urban housing from any regime.”
“Ultimately, it will not be about big projects
but keeping life cycles intact, which our ver-
nacular societies have always done, where
life is not a straight line and relationships are
important,” says Thautam.

Maybe, our cities ought to be like Ersilia,
from Italo Calvino’s novel Invisible Cities
(1972), where relationships nurture life, and
“its inhabitants stretch strings from the cor-
ners of their houses” across the city to mark
connections, be it for trade or fellowship. So
that, even when walls come crumbling down
and homes cease to exist, the “labyrinth of
taut strings” will continue to exist.

Lucknow
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Getting Sweet
on Spiders

Spiders are remarkable creatures,
and it’s possible to have healthy
relationships with them

fear of spiders. Many people, especially rednecks

trying to show how macho they are, go to the other
extreme and have huge furry tarantulas or black widows
strolling up and down their beefy arms or thick necks.
There’s no need to either scream every time you see a spi-
der or have a cuddle with a tarantula to develop a healthy
relationship with these absolutely remarkable creatures.
While I will keep a healthy distance from the large furry
kinds that prowl about the undergrowth or crouch be-
hind bathroom doors in forest rest houses, | am equally
gob-smacked every time [ see a web looking like strings of
pearls on a dewy morning, and will eyeball those small,
fierce, jumping spiders whose bright obsidian eyes re-
main fixed on you as though they're in love with you.

If you would like to get to know them better, it may be
sensible to start off with the smaller ones — they're nor-
mally sparkly, sprightly and hugely entertaining. One of
my favourites is the jumping spider, also know as the ze-
bra spider or zebra jumper. They're small chocolate-
brown-and-caramel and spend their time fiercely postur-
ing on walls, feinting like boxers before a bout. Let a
mosquito or fly settle close and they'll fix their eyes on
them and wham! They leap so fast you can’t see the
movement till they land on their victim. Always, like all of
their clan, they'll trail a safety line behind them, justin
case the jump, say, off a table, goes wrong and they have
to haul themselves back to safety. Their leaps are like van-
ishing tricks — they disappear from one spot and appear
atanotherin a trice. There’s another tiny little jumping
spider which looks like it's made out of iridescent metal:
it can appear gold or emerald green depending on the an-
gle of the light. You might find it on your car, too, espe-
cially if it has a metallic paint finish.

The garden or large green plants may be other good
haunts to look out for spiders. One morning, [ stepped out
into the balcony overhung with a madhumaiti creeper and
casually looked at the pale pink-and-white blooms as
bees hovered around. Suddenly, one bee seemed to be

ALOT OF people have arachnophobia — an irrational
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Small spiders are normally sparkly and hugely entertaining
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having a fit. When I glanced at it, I froze. A translucent
pearl-white crab spider, half the bee’s size, had pounced
and was holding the hairy bee in an embrace. All too soon,
she had sunk her mandibles into the bee, injecting it with
virulent venom and the bee ceased to struggle. The spider
remained stock-still. [ knew she was sucking up the nour-
ishing juices from the bee, having dissolved its insides
with her venom and digestive juices. She would suck it
dry and then discard the empty husk. You might find this
revolting, but how is it different from what politicians and
taxmen do to us? Crab spiders are beautiful because often
they’re the same colour as that of the flowers they hide
among and can change their colours accordingly.

Another common spider that lives among plants is the
lynx spider, an elongated little creature that often looks
like it's been made out of fine blown glass. I've found
them lurking on the undersides of kumquat leaves, wait-
ing in ambush for something small and edible to land on
the surface of the leaf. Lynx spiders (like several of the
clan) make fiercely protective moms — to a degree. She’ll
lay her eggs in a silken egg case, tethered to her by a
thread, and she’ll drag the contraption along. She will
threaten intruders and pull her precious egg case under
leavesiifit starts raining. I watched just-hatched spider-
lings emerge from their egg case once, and, boy, were
these tiny angel-white creatures into sibling rivalry!
They’d saunter down a silk line, meet each other headfirst
and try to throw one another off it. But it can get worse. If
there are too many babies and too little food, they (even
their mom) will turn on each other and turn cannibals.

There are the famous orb weavers, which may range
widely in size. It is amazing how their cleverly crafted
sticky nets can vanish, until you step into them! Some orb
spiders, like those belonging to the Argiope clan, sketch a
conspicuous zig-zag pattern around the centre of the
web, which can serve as a warning for anything too large.
But even these relatively large spiders are worth watching
for the deft way with which they shroud their victims
withssilk, keeping their meals for another time. Walk into
the web of a giant wood spider and you'll feel like you've
walked into a trap made of fine steel wires.

It’s usually the spiders that you encounter unexpect-
edly that give you the biggest frights. Shuffling into the
bathroom in the middle of the night to find a monstrous
wolf spider beadily eyeing you from the potty lid can be
traumatising. But unless you're a cockroach or something
similar, you're generally safe. So gently chivvy it away, use
the loo and go back to bed...and sweet dreams!

BY SHELJA SEN

IGHT FROM an early age, we are

recruiting our children into be-

lieving that there is one right way

to live their life. In a talk or in a

orkshop, I generally ask the au-

dience if they know somebody who has ex-

perienced mental-health struggles. Some

hands shoot up right away, then others start

raising their hands tentatively, looking around

and taking solace in the sense of solidarity un-

til all the hands go up. Then, I make it a little

more difficult and check if they know some-

body who has dealt with suicidal thoughts.

Majority of the hands go up again. It is all

around us — in our homes, our schools, col-

leges, workspaces, public places — staring

backatus, asking us tolook, listen. But we turn

away, leaving them with their silences. Maybe

sometimes, that silence and shame becomes
too much to live with.

It takes the death of a public figure to re-
mind us how much mental health matters.
For the coming weeks, there will be a flurry of
Instagram, Facebook and Twitter posts by
well-meaning people, but then it will all go
away;, as it generally does. Do we realise how
difficult it is for people living with depression
or anxiety to be their own advocates at every
step, especially when they have been con-
vinced that something is inherently wrong
with them — that they are the problem?

The person is not the
problem, the problem is
the problem

Right from an early age, we are recruiting
our children into believing that there is one
right way to live their life. They are constantly
struggling against the illusionary yardstick of
success. They are being sold the idea that the
higher they go, the better they will be. But then
they wonder why every rung up leads to more
misery? Off-the-chart suicide rates of IIT as-
pirants in Kota coaching centres should shake
us out of our collective stupor of what we see
as the making of a “good life”. A study con-
ducted by Assocham in 2018 found that 42.5
per cent of employees are struggling with de-
pression and/or anxiety in their high-pressure
jobs. They possibly climbed the ladder of suc-
cessand security tofind itisamyth. They have
internalised the propaganda that the only way
they are worth something is if they get into a
good college, “be productive” and getintoa fi-
nancially stable career. Therefore, it is no sur-
prise that the chilling statistics indicate that
one in four young persons is struggling with
depression or anxiety and that India tops the
world inyouth suicide.

The person is not the
problem, the problem is
the problem, and the
problem is social!”

Shiv is a young man I met who had been
lured into the society’s idea of success. In our
discussion, he started realising that his com-
pany’s work culture of constant pressure, of

S TRONGER
TOGETHER

Mental health is not an individual problem,
it is a collective responsibility

“never being good enough” was pushing
him into depression. As we unspooled this
problematic notion of success, he realised,
“My life can’t be just about meeting the next
target, pay my bills and die.” He renegoti-
ated his purpose in life, had a clear chat with
his boss on what he would be able to deliver
and started doing things that aligned with
what he valued the most. For example, get-
ting together with his old band and jamming
every weekend and not “wasting precious
hours of my life thinking of how to get
ahead.”

There is much talk about the “epidemic”
of mental-health problems reaching unprece-
dented proportions. We have been made to

=

REACHOUT,
HOLD TIGHT

We need to reflect on
how to help each
other overcome
mental-health
impediments

GETTYIMAGES

believe that it canall be understood as “chem-
ical imbalance” but that does not hold much
water in the face of growing research and begs
the question, “Who has a chemically balanced
brainand what doesit look like?” To the point
of being provocative, I can say it is pretty fic-
tional and not helpful as it locates the prob-
lem within the person.Itis an extremely com-
plex problem within our socio-cultural
context which needs a nuanced understand-
ing. Ouridentities are formed at the intersec-
tion of gender, sexuality, age, caste, class, reli-
gion, looks (let’s not underestimate the
demand for “fair & lovely”) and the most im-
portantofitall — social acceptance and social
success. Mental-health problems as chemical

imbalance absolves us of the collective re-
sponsibility we need to take as adults. This
pushes us to think it is not our problem and
we end up making the problem individualis-
tic, leading to, what I call, the 3 Ds.

Dismissal — trivialising the problem with nor-
mative judgements such as “Stop complaining
all the time”; “This is so silly”; “You just need
to be stronger”.
Defining — making the problem the single
story about them — “I don’t think you will be
able to do much in life if you are so weak.”
Dumping — mental-health problems hide is-
sues of gross social injustice. For example,
women being diagnosed with depression
when they react to marital abuse, young girls
who feel rejected and suicidal as they do not
fit the rigid definition of “fair & lovely.” Their
mental-health problems are justa mirror of a
society that is unfair and damaged.
Sometimes, all people need are these
simple messages:
“I see you” “I hear you” — People are multi-
storied so let’s not define them by single sto-
ries of “failure” and “unworthiness.” This does
not mean we have to “be positive” and “look
atthesilver lining” as that can be quite dismis-
sive. It means to listen to their problems and
also keep sight of their stories of courage,
hopes and dreams.
“Tell me how I can help” — We might not
know what to say or do, so asking might help.
Itis easy to get into the “let’s fix it” or advising
mode but step back from it, as it might stop
them from accessing their own skills and abil-
ities to find their solution.
“Ihave yourback” — If each person knew that
there is somebody out there who will accept
them the way they are no matter how dam-
aged they are feeling.

It is not a mental-health
problem but a problem of

social justice

As anarrative therapist (Narrative Therapy
was pioneered by Michael White & David
Epston), I strongly believe that the solution is
notanindividual’s or a family’s responsibility.
Itis a social problem, and, therefore, we need
totake thelens of social justice. Thereisan old
legend-now-turned-to-a-metaphor that ca-
naries were sent down into coal mines to test
for gas leaks. Our young people are the ca-
naries of our present time. We have created
the toxic society in which they are struggling
tosurvive. Maybe, this pandemicis an oppor-
tunity for us to let go of the deadwood of so-
cial expectations of success and carve out
something new collaboratively.

Rather than quick solutions, here are some
questions we can reflect on:

mWhatdoyou thinkare the social beliefs and
norms that contribute to the rising mental
health problems?

mHow fair are these social norms and expec-
tations?

mIn what ways can you resist these expecta-
tions and support others?

We need nothing short of a social move-
ment to make this happen. We have lost too
many lives and too much time. Nobody is go-
ing to come and sort this out for us. We have
todoitourselves.

*Quoted by David Denborough, narrative
practitioner, in a workshop

Dr Shelja Sen is a narrative therapist, co-founder
Children First, writer, and, in this column, she
curates the know-how of the children and young
people she works with. Write to her
shelja.sen@childrenfirstindia.com

‘[t was a golden opportunity to represent
the transgender community’

A Manipuri teenager on facing the camera for the first
time for the web-series Paatal Lok

Tora Agarwala

ONE OF the more moving arcs in the
acclaimed web series Paatal Lok belongs to
Mary Lyngdoh, also called
Cheeni, who is one of the
accused in the murder
plot that opens the show.
Playing Cheeni is 19-year-
old Mairembam Ronaldo
Singh from Manipur. In
thisinterview, Singh talks
about playing Cheeni, the
challenges faced by the
transgender community
and life back home:

From Moirang,
Manipur, to Mumbai —
how did that happen?

[ grew up watching
Manipuri cinema. Acting
was always a passion for
me but never did I think I
would be acting in front of
a camera in a Hindi lan-
guage series! The geo-
graphical remoteness of
the placel come fromand
the language barrier —
these are just some of the
challenges we northeast-
erners face regularly in life. Last December,
Eliza Ngangom, a transgender activist from
Manipur (also my make-up teacher), told me
that people from Mumbai had come looking
for someone to play the role of a transgen-
der character. Nikita (Grover) ma’am, the

Before the series, 1

have never acted
professionally. 1
was nervous...] felt
like I needed to
prove myself to the
team all the time

casting director, came down to my home-
town in Moirang to meet me. We met at a
chai stall and my audition happened in the
backseat of a car! I was very, very shy but
somehow they decided to pick me.

Did your family need
much convincing to let
you play this part?

Initially, my parents
were not ready to send
me to Mumbai. They even
asked if my part could be
shot in Moirang! Of
course, that was not pos-
sible. They were not
against the idea of me
playing the role of a trans
woman but had a prob-
lem with the place [ was
going to shoot in. My par-
ents are simple people
and they don't really
know much about film-
making. Moreover, they
had hardly watched any
Hindi movies. But with
Eliza’s help and my con-
stant begging for permis-
sion, they ultimately had
to bless me.

How was your
experience of filming the series?

There was both joy and worry. I did not
know Hindi — so they had to hire a Hindi
teacher to give me lessons. Moreover, before
this series, [ had never acted professionally.
was nervous because [ was sharing camera

SCREEN TIME

(Left) Mairembam
Ronaldo Singhina
scene from the web-
series on Amazon
Prime; Singh

space with known faces of the industry, so |
felt like Ineeded to prove myself to the team
all the time.

Did you connect with Cheeni?

Cheeni is a victim of human greed and
lust. To some extent, the series showcases
the challenges transgender people face reg-

ularly, such as in the jail scene where she was
forced to share the room with other male in-
mates. Paatal Lok also highlights society’s ig-
norance about the existence and problems
of the trans community. I think it sent a mes-
sage that we are also human beings who
want to live a dignified life. Honestly, it was
agolden opportunity for me to play this role
and tell our story. I represent my transgen-
der community in the series.

Canyou tell us a little about your early
life in Manipur?

I was born and brought up in Moirang, a
historically and culturally important town of
Manipur. My family was not well-to-do — I
only attended government schools as it was
difficult for my parents to get me admission
ina private school. In my early years, I could
not come to terms with my sexuality.
Gradually — with support from the transgen-
der community — I learnt that it is something
I should be proud of. In the past, | have been
mocked and subjected to numerous deroga-
tory remarks. But what Paatal Lok has taught
me is that we can do what we truly love, re-
gardless of the obstacles that come our way.

Has your life changed after Paatal Lok?

The overall response and acclaim that our
series has received so far is amazing. As for
me, [ am living the same life in Moirang,
where [ am a make-up artist. People in
Manipur — except a few — don’t recognise
me even after the success of the series since
most are not even aware of Paatal Lok. First of
all, this was not a mainstream Bollywood se-
ries, and, second, the culture of Manipur is
totally different from mainland India — a lot
of young people follow Korean movies and
songs. However, [ do get a lot of comments,
praises and appreciation on my Instagram
handle and I do not have words to express
how good that makes me feel.

Lucknow
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NS Gundur

ENOWNED KANNADA writer UR

Ananthamurthy (1932-2014) is

best known to us as the author of

Samskara (1965) and as a public

intellectual. URA restlessly re-
flected on the problems of this world and had
anurge to share these reflections with friends
and visitors. He, therefore, immensely enjoyed
conversing with others as much as thinking
and writing about our life. The present book,
A Life in the World: UR Ananthamurthy in
Conversation with Chandan Gowda, is the re-
sult of one such conversation.

These conversations were shot at URA’s
residence by Chandan Gowda, an eminent
translator of URA's fiction, along with a team
of members from Azim Premji University,
Bengaluru. This book, a by-product of sucha
documentary exercise, is structured into 10
chapters. These chapters not only reveal the
mind of one of modern India’s great writers
but also his penetrating insights into the var-
ied issues of 20th century India. The first
three chapters ‘Early Years’, ‘Mysore’ and
‘Birmingham and After’ reconstruct the in-
tellectual formation of URA. From a Brahmin
agrahara through Maharaja’s College in

THINK TANK

UR Ananthamurthy (right) with Chandan Gowda

The Critical Insider

A glimpse into the mind of UR Ananthamurthy and his reflections on
the many issues of 20th century India

Mysore to Birmingham University, his expe-
riences with this world contributed to his
“world making”. He did not completely re-
ject one space for another, but critically im-
bibed the virtues of all. Therefore, he became
a critical insider, as the famous description
of him goes.

The Mysore milieu produces in URA a vo-
racious reader beyond the syllabus, and there,
in the company of a poet like Gopal Krishna
Adiga, he discovers himself as a navya writer.
However, a completely new world opens up

for him as he arrives in Birmingham to pur- OVLOIEIE_:SJ [5 EE
sue his PhD. In England, his association with y
S o - ANANTHAMURTHY
great cultural critics like Raymond Williams, INCONVERSATION
Richard Hoggart, EP Thompson, David Lodge
. . J WITH CHANDAN
andthelikedoes notinfluencehimtobecome  go\wpa
yet another Indian cultural critic, but his Harver Colli
. . . rper Collims
English days help him rediscover Kannada 204 pages
deeply and imbibe the art of writing a novel. t399p 8

The remaining seven chapters are conver-
sations that cover the cultural and political
problems of India. Particularly, the chapters
‘Tradition’, ‘Language’, ‘A Few Friends’ and
‘Karnataka’ offer deep insightsinto literature,
language, Kannada writers, the Veerashaiva
movement, pen portraits of Kannada writers,
intellectuals and politicians, among others. It
isinone such conversation that URA makes a
distinction between traditionalism and tradi-

tion. He says, “How to preserve the past is the
concern of the traditionalists. My concern is
not how to preserve the past, but how to make
the past useful for the present world.”

In the chapter ‘Being in Public’, we come
across the idea of acommon school which he
believes is necessary for bringing about social
changes in India. The chapter ‘Language’ con-
tinues his public concern, particularly his
views on translation, language in general, and
the interface between Kannada and English.
For URA, translation is an everyday practice in
multilingual spaces like India as we often
switch over from one set of codes and registers
toanother.

In yet another chapter ‘Karnataka’, URA
contemplates on the making of modern
Karnataka and the Kannada tradition. The
chapter ‘India’s Political Life’ adds another di-
mension to the conversation as URA exam-
ines Mahatma Gandhi, BR Ambedkar,
Jawaharlal Nehru and Ram Manohar Lohia.
In his view, Gandhi, who played with ideas,
was suspicious of the modern world system
because we can hurt any part of the world by
doing something wrong in any other part of
the world. URA looks at Gandhi and
Ambedkar as complementary minds. “Both
Gandhi and he (Ambedkar),” URA says, “take
different spiritual journeys. One takes a spir-

COURTESY:HARPERCOLLINS INDIA

itual journey and says ‘Hey Ram’ and dies, and
Ambedkar takes to Buddhism and dies.
Gandhi uses Ram for politics and Ambedkar
uses Buddha for politics...”

In the final chapter ‘In Conclusion’, we get
to know about URA’s personal tastes, includ-
ing his favourite cuisine, favourite writers, at-
tachments, his dislike for middle-class back-
biting, among other things. As a finale, he
states that he wishes to be remembered as a
teacher and a writer — a Kannada writer.

Gowda’s questions, as much straightfor-
ward as possible, do not interfere muchin the
course of the conversation. However, for a
writer like URA, deeply probing questions like
the craft of his fiction — how he constructed
plots and fashioned his Kannada for his fic-
tional narratives; how he wrestled with his
writing — and such other questions of techne
would have made this volume richer.

Gowda’s introduction, which gives an
overview of URA’s works and thought, could
have expanded on how such conversations
extend the boundaries of autobiography.
However, after reading URA’s autobiography
Suragi(2012),itis adifferent experience to lis-
ten to this speaking autobiography.

NS Gundur is the chairman, department of English
Studies, Davangere University, Karnataka

The Long
Dark Teatime

A historic crime thriller focuses
on the underbelly of the British
empire’s slave trade

Seema Chishti

EADERS OF crime fiction cannot fully explain,

even if they feel it in their bones, what might be

so comforting about reading about blood and

ore in the middle of a pandemic. The fact that

there is a crime in an otherwise placid world, which gets
resolved by the last page, gives a sense of (false) comfort
to the reader. The setting of the crime, usually idyllic or
well-known, gives a sense of double ease that things have
stayed the way “they were” once the crime is solved.

On both counts — in describing the sulphuric air of
London as well as the grisly murder of an abolitionist —
debut novelist Laura Shepherd Robinson is unsparing. In
Blood and Sugar, a vividly-told murder story set in 1781,
you are thrust into a London just about beginning to
savour the joys of Empire as well as get to see the under-
belly of the slave trade which made it profitable.

Adecorated war veteran,
Captain Corsham, fancying his
chances of moving up in the
House of Commons, has his life
turned upside down as he faces
up to the murder of his oldest
friend, killed in circumstances
connected to the Empire’s darkest
dimensions. Corsham recognises
that unveiling what his late friend
died for is going to put him at
odds with the influential West
Indian lobby in London, but the

BLOOD & SUGAR truth of what he uncovers forces
BY LAURA him to continue regardless.
SHEPHERD- The atmospheric descriptions
ROBINSON of late 18th century London con-
Pan Macmillan front the darkness that colonial

prosperity is built on. The profit
that comes from treating human
beings worse than chattels is confronted each time a to-
bacco leaf or the stirring of sugar grains in teacups is men-
tioned. The historical context is skilfully woven into the
plot which, though fictional, is based on a real incident
aboard a slave ship, The Zong. In the middle of the Atlantic
Ocean, running short of supplies, its captain killed 132
slaves by drowning them. His insurance claim on the
murdered slaves is what brought this to court and to light.
The owners did not win the claim but there was no prose-
cution either as the murder of slaves did not ruffle any
feathers. Former slave-turned-abolitionist campaigner
Olaudah Equano and Granville Sharp used the incident to
campaign for the abolition of the slave trade, even though
the abolition bill was passed only in 1807 in Britain.
Slavery and systemic oppression are again in the news,
this time in the US, following the murder of a black man,
George Floyd, by a white police officer.

The stain of slavery may be seen as something outside
the Indian consciousness but it is not. Millions were
shipped away from India to work as indentured labour in
British colonies in an indirect consequence of the aboli-
tion of slavery. The Girmitiyas — or the people of the
“agreement” that they signed and willed off their free-
doms — hasn’t got the attention in the Indian imagination
asit, perhaps, should have. But books like Robinson’s
shake you into understanding the ways in which the insti-
tutionalised system of treating some as “lesser-born” still
lives on. The biggest achievement of the author is to leave
the reader with a distinct doubt over which of the two
crimes it is that this novel seeks to place at the centre. Is it
about the brutal murder; or the other crime that con-
stantly hangs in the air and makes London, the capital of
the “fledgling empire” connecting mercantile and mili-
tary power, flourish with its “elegant drawing rooms,
washed down by bowls of sweetened teas’?

430 pages; 1450

‘Akbar understood the complex nature of Hindustan’

Ira Mukhoty, 51, on writing about Akbar in her new book, the Mughal response to medical emergencies and why their present-day vilification is a British legacy

Paromita Chakrabarti

FROM THE zenana in your second book to
the monarch who would become the face
of the dynasty, what drew you to the
Mughalsin the first place?

The Mughals are very close to us in time.
Only around 250 years separate us from their
glory days, following which they continued
toexist, diminished, for another 100 years. So
inavery physical,immediate sense, the legacy
of the Mughals is all around us. It can be seen
in the buildings that litter the landscape of
India, in the clothes we wear, the attarwe use,
the words that seep into our vocabulary, the
ingredients in our kitchens. Itis even there, in
the faux-Shahjahani arches and overly-
creamy dishes served in ‘Mughalai’ restau-
rants in watery British towns.

Inmy firstbook, Heroines (2017),1encoun-
tered the story of Jahanara Begum, Shah
Jahan’s daughter. [ was struck by her inde-
pendence, wealth, her search for meaning
outside of her opulentlifestyle. Thatled her to
the Sufi path and the two biographies she
wrote glow with the ambition of being taken
as seriously as her brother Dara Shukoh, and
her father, and not allowing her gender to un-
dermine her. I found her message very mov-
ing, given that her memory had almost com-
pletely been erased, and that brought me to
write Daughters ofthe Sun(2018). Since it was
a re-evaluation of the zenana of the ‘Great
Mughals’, a fascination for Akbar was in-
evitable. Akbar casts a huge shadow on
Mughal history and on India as it is today. At
the same time, there is a great deal of myth-
making that inevitably accompanies such a
personality.I thoughtit would be an interest-
ing exercise to re-examine Akbar and his
legacy using some fascinating new insights
fromart historians. Despite the fact that Akbar

is such a talismanic figure, not nearly enough
modern biographies in English have been
written over the past few decades.

How do you react to the present-day
vilification of the Mughal dynasty?

The vilification of Mughal history is, un-
fortunately, a product of a colonial legacy. It
is the British who began speaking in terms of
apristine, unsullied earlier ‘Hindu’ era to dis-
tinguish from the later ‘Muslim’ one, as sep-
arate entities, in the 19th century. This was
done to justify their own incursion into
Hindustan but, unfortunately, this narrative
continues to gain traction. Identities were
never so simplistic as Hindu or Muslim, orin-
deed Christian, Jain, Buddhist, Parsi, etc.
Identities were complex things, shaped by
clan loyalties, geography, language, culture,
etc, with religion being one of many factors,
often not even the most important one.
Which is why, I believe, it is all the more im-
portant to write narrative histories for the lay
person, so that these nuances can be made
easily accessible for interested people.

Would you say Akbar was the first of the
Mughals to have anuanced
understanding of the syncretic nature of
India? Is that why he eventually moved
away from the scorched-earth policy of
his Chittorgarh siege?

Akbar was the first to respond to the di-
verse nature of Hindustan and he made that
response the very scaffolding of the empire.
Both Babur and Humayun were already aware
of thisdiversity and also quite pragmatic about
the need to work with a non-Muslim major-
ity. They both had a large number of Hindu
soldiers in their armies due to their Timurid
legacy, which was entirely practical when it
came to religion. But neither ruled long

HIGH AND MIGHTY

A painting depicting Akbar during a Qumargha hunt, which
served to demostrate the emperor’s wealth and power

enough to translate that into a coherent re-
sponse. Akbar did, and that was part of his ge-
nius — to understand the complex nature of
Hindustan and to create a system of adminis-
tration, in which all members were invested
in the system. People would not be rewarded
or punished because of their religion, but
through their talent and abilities.

The siege of Chittor came early in Akbar’s
reign(1567-68), when he was yet
to formulate a clear policy. He
was still facing challenges on all
fronts. It was the very brutality of
Chittor that allowed Akbar to
then use his power as a deterrent.
It was only after the fall of Chittor
and Ranthambore that many
previously recalcitrant Rajput
clans joined the empire, bringing
lasting peace. So, Akbar may
have viewed it as a necessary
stage in the formation of a large,
wealthy and stable empire.

There have been famines, followed by epi-
demics, throughout history. Famines were fre-
quent and led to widespread deaths, which
then caused diseases. The people seemed to
have an awareness that contagion could be
spread through contact because there are ac-
counts of entire families dying together in
their homes because they locked themselves
in. Asfar as Akbaris concerned, thereis anac-
count of afamine towards the end of the 16th
century in Srinagar. Akbar took active steps to
alleviate suffering — he set up food kitchens,

AKBAR: THE GREAT

abolished more than 50 harsh taxes and began
the construction of a fort on Hari Parbat, for
which hundreds of paid labourers were em-
ployed so that they had money for food.

You've dealt with the independence of the
Mughal women and Akbar’s sensitivity to
them, but during his reign, the assimila-
tion with Hindustani culture slowly invis-
ibilised them. How do you ex-
plain this dichotomy?

When Akbar married his
Rajput wives in a bid to stabilise
the empire, he was very young.
The influence of the elite Rajput
clan culture on the young
Padshah was, therefore, substan-
tial. One of these influences was
very probably a desire, like the
Rajput clans, to ‘invisibilise’
women behind a stricter concept
of purdah and a fixed and defined
zenana space. At the same time,

MUGHAL Akbar also sought to bring order
Akbar’s reign began witha BYIRAMUKHOTY  and structure into all aspects of
pandemic and there was Aleph Book Mughal life and society. If you go
another epidemic after his Company through Abu'l Fazl's Ain-i-Akbari,
Gujarat campaign (1572-73). 624 pages you will see that there are elabo-
How did he respond to these X799 rate procedures noted down for
medical challenges? a range of activities, almost baf-

fling in their minutiae, from rules for the feed-
ingof the royal elephants to the keeping of the
royal tents. In a sense, the ‘ordering’ of the fe-
male component of the Mughal royal family
fell within this same framework. It did not, in
any way, suggest that Akbar altered his view
towards women, which remained empathetic
and caring. He continued to challenge prevail-
ing attitudes towards women, whether it was
the practice of sati or the stigma against
widow remarriage in Hinduism or the dis-
criminatory laws of inheritance in Islam.
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THOSE MONTHS, THOSE MINUTES

Forced into an unprecedented lockdown, sport is staring at an
unfathomable despair. Indian athletes, though, have given the
country reasons to rejoice in the past.

NIRUPAMA SANJEEV tells Shahid Judge how she became the first Indian woman
towinamatchin thesingles main draw of a Grand Slam.

Sign of the times

Seasoned autograph hunters face existential crisis because of pandemic protocols

SANDIPG
NEW DELHI, JUNE 20

CHANDIGARH’S AVID autograph-hunter
Dharam Vir Duggal was planning to buy a
PPE kit and pair of gloves when he heard that
the much-delayed Indian Premier League
(IPL), despite the COVID-19 outbreak, might
take place later this year.

Stuck on 572 signatures, the 58-year-old
who doubles up as occasional cricket re-
porter for local newspapers, was banking on
the star-studded T20 tournament to take his
collection to the ‘600’ milestone. Far away in
England, James Brighton too was hopeful to
take his tally of signed Manchester United
scarves to 11,777 till the time he heard that
the English Premier League would be held
behind closed doors.

With live sport action, including the IPL,
expected to take place without spectators,
memorabilia-seekers are facing what the
grand old man of the autograph collectors’
club, Chennai’s T Balasubramaniam, a 75-
year-old Chepauk regular, calls an “existen-
tial crisis”. “Already, a lot of celebrities have
tie-ups with different companies. Then there
is the selfie army, which has outnumbered
us. Now the players and celebrities have
more reason to refuse us,” he says.

Duggal toois despondent as he isn’t used
to being not allowed for cricket games. “I had
zeroed in on the players, already brought 40
miniature bats (to be autographed), so that I
can complete 600 autographs during this [PL
season. They are all lying in aroom gathering
dust,” he says.

The obsessed collector shares how he
thought things would have been easier for
him this season as only die-hards like him
would turn up for games. “I had thought
there wouldn’t be much of a crowd chasing
players. You know these selfie-hunters, who
take alot of time. I had plans to go in wearing
aPPE kit and a pair of gloves, one for me and
the other for the player (signing the auto-
graph). The pen and the bat will be sanitised
too,” he says.

Duggal says the planning to get a prized
signature is no different from a shikaar. “You
wait and wait for your prey, and then latch
onto it. If you can get through Chandigarh

(Clockwise from top) James Brighton was hoping to get many more Manchester
United scarves autographed. Amarjeet Singh has Diego Maradona’s autograph.
Dharam Vir Duggal had bought 40 miniature bats for this season’s IPL.

Police, you could slip past any policemen in
the world,” he claims.

For this persistent bunch, it’s not just ink
from a celebrity’s pen immortalised on a
piece of paper that thrills him, but the pursuit
excites them too. “It’s like James Bond. There
is no thrill in managing an autograph with-
out enduring some pain. You can buy auto-
graphs these days, so it's not about signatures
as such, but the whole journey of getting a

cricketer to sign. The longer [ have to wait,
the more precious the signature will be.”

Prized possession

Relentlessness pays off; so does ingenu-
ity. Faridabad-based autograph-hunter
Amarjeet Singh narrates a story of how he
procured Diego Maradona’s signature after
several heartbreaks with a flash of ingenu-
ity. “I'went to Kolkata three times, but twice

he (Maradona) cancelled the trip for one rea-
son or the other. The third time,  was deter-
mined. But there were thousands of fans like
me. ButI had done my bit of genius. [ had an
artist draw a huge portrait of his and I began
waving it. He saw it and called me by his side
and gave his signature. It's the most memo-
rable one I have,” he says.

But unlike the upbeat Duggal, 28-year-
old Singh, who works in the private sector,
has resigned to the reality that autograph-
seeking isimplausible this year. “It cuts both
ways. They wouldn’t be comfortable signing
autographs, nor would I be. The virus does-
n't differentiate between a celebrity and an
autograph hunter. [ have to be careful about
my own health. So I will lay low until the
virus subsides and everything is back to nor-
mal,” says Amarjeet, who has in his treasured
collection the original signatures of Albert
Einstein and Alexander Graham Bell.

United fan Brighton too is worried as he
insists on buying scarves from the vendor
from outside the stadium. “Mostly, counter-
feit ones, the club anyway makes a lot of
dime. Let these fellas too,” he says. But with
the corona protocol not allowing anyone
near the stadium, he finds it tough to secure
one as the EPL restarted.

But he hasn't given up. Amidst the uncer-
tainty, all the autograph seekers agree on one
thing: “The next autograph will be the sweet-
est of their lives.” The next scarf, Brighton
says, will be framed and hung on his drawing
room. “Except for the two months when
there’s a break, I bring home a scarf every
week, now [ have to keep waiting till the
spectators are allowed inside and the shops
are opened,” he says.

A former accountant from Chennai,
Balasubramaniam informs that autograph-
seekers are “eternal optimists”.

Duggal exemplifies this. “I wanted to get
Donald Bradman'’s autograph. I kept on writ-
ing letters to him, he didn’t respond to the
first 49. But to the 50th, he replied and gave
me an autographed gold coin. So if I have a
name in my mind, [ will go to any extent to
get hisautograph. Last year, | jumped in front
of (Chris) Gayle’s car to get his autograph, as
he had earlier refused me. Whether specta-
tors are allowed or not, if cricket resumes, [
will find my way,” he says.

United stave off defeat via late
penalty; Arsenal humbled

Tottenham'’s Eric Dier fouled United’s Paul Pogba, which resulted in a penalty
being awarded. Bruno Fernandes coverted to secure a draw. File

Paul Pogba made an immediate impact on
his return from surgery, earning a penalty
converted by Bruno Fernandes that recov-
ered for Manchester United a 1-1 draw at
Tottenham in the English Premier League.
While the teams have endured three months
without games in the pandemic, Pogba has-
n't played since December. And he entered
only in the 63rd minute at an empty
Tottenham Stadium on Friday with the hosts
leading from Steven Bergwijn's first-half
strike through goalkeeper David de Gea.
But Pogba, whose United future has been
mired in uncertainty, helped to inject some
attacking dynamism United had been miss-
ing. Pogba was bundled off the ball by Eric

Dier and Fernandes netted his third penalty
since joining United in January. United was
denied a second penalty when VAR over-
turned the decision to penalize Dier for an-
other foul -- this time on Fernandes. United
is three points behind fourth-placed Chelsea
having played an extra game.

Arsenal slumped toalast-gasp 2-1 Premier
League defeat at relegation-threatened
Brighton & Hove Albion on Saturday ina blow
to the London club’s chances of securing
European football next season. Frenchman
Neal Maupay struck the winner five minutes
into stoppage time after Nicolas Pepe’s de-
lightful second-half opener had been can-
celled out by Lewis Dunk. AGENCIES

US reopen plans face setback

Hopes that sport in the United States might
soon return to business as usual suffered a
blow on Friday as athletes from golf to hockey
tested positive for the novel coronavirus, trig-
gering a shutdown of some facilities. The PGA
Tour, which only restarted last week after a
three-month COVID-19-forced hiatus, con-
firmed its first positive test, removing Nick
Watney from second-round play at the RBC
Heritage in Hilton Head, South Carolina. Over
a 24-hour period, Major League Soccer,
National Football League, National Hockey
League and Major League Baseball confirmed
positive tests. REUTERS

" Mortaza tests positive

Former captain Mashrafe Mortaza and two
other Bangladesh cricketers, Nazmul Islam
and Nafees Igbal have tested positive for the
coronavirus. The 36-year-old Mortaza was
reportedly unwell for the last couple of days
and tested positive for the contagious disease
on Saturday. Heis currently in self-isolation at
his residence.Mortaza, who plays only ODIs
and had stepped down from captaincy ear-
lier this year, is the second high-profile crick-
eter to get infected by the disease. Mortaza,
who is also a member of Bangladesh parlia-
ment, was quite active with his philanthropic
activities amid the pandemic. PTI
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